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Principal’s Welcome 
 

A very warm welcome to the St. Aidan’s family to our precious year 7 

students, parents and carers. Please try not to worry, we are working 

hard to make sure your child has the very best start ever at St. Aidan’s. 

We are really excited to meet your son / daughter, get to know them as 

the incredible students they are and to welcome them in person into 

our amazing Academy.  

Please stay alert and very safe. 

Mrs Gibbon  

 

Senior Leadership Team 

 

Anthony Martin - Senior Vice Principal: Teaching, Learning and Assessment  

Phil Stephenson - Vice Principal: Attendance, RA and Facilities 

Peter Haylock – Vice Principal: Learning Culture 

Despite the current circumstances we find ourselves in, we are determined to ensure that 

your child has the best possible transition to our academy. Therefore, I would like to take 

this opportunity to provide you with some further updates on our plans. 

Virtual Tour 

We have created a virtual tour of St. Aidan’s so that you can familiarise yourself with the 

layout of the school and our facilities. You can find the virtual tour on our website under 

Year 6 transition. 

Virtual meetings 

We understand that as parents and carers you will be feeling anxious about your child 

starting a new school. We are working hard with our feeder primary schools during this 

time. We would like to ensure that all students will have the opportunity to meet staff 

virtually or in person, to ask any questions they may have.  

Key Information  

This booklet contains key information about our academy including details of how to 

purchase uniform, the Year 7 team, the school day, dining and extra-curricular activities.  
 



 
 

Uniform 
We understand that one of the main worries for parents and carers of students starting a 

new school is purchasing uniform. We have made it easy for you to order all items through 

the academy’s supplier, Trutex. We expect all students to wear the correct uniform, both in 

and outside school, and to feel proud of the school it represents. Students are our 

ambassadors for the academy in the community. 
A uniform sets the tone for each school day - showing that students are prepared and ready 

to work hard. They must always aim for high standards and care for one another equally. 

We recommend that all students' clothing and personal belongings are clearly labelled with 

their name. 

Please follow the three steps below to order uniform for students;  

Step 1. Website: www.trutexdirect.com 

Step 2. Register/Sign in using your LEA Code - LEA00932SC 

Step 3. Place your order to be delivered to your door. 

 

Compulsory items of uniform 

• A navy blue blazer with the academy logo on the pocket - the blazer must be worn at 

all times, unless indicated by staff 

• White shirt 

• Academy tie  

• Black tailored trousers, or navy blue academy skirt for girls (with logo) 

• Dark coloured socks; girls' tight should be plain black or neutral colour 

• Black shoes (not trainer style / boots nor with high heels) 

• Dark coloured, sensible coat suitable for inclement weather 

• A school bag for carrying books and school equipment 

PE Kit 

• Royal t-shirt with logo 

• Navy shorts with logo 

• Navy sports socks 

• Trainers 

 

Personal appearance 

• Hair colour should be natural. 

• Extreme hairstyles, colour or hair art are not allowed, No. 1 is the lowest blade 

accepted (judgement will be by the Principal) 

• Jewellery is not permitted - except for a watch and small gold or silver stud 

earrings in each earlobe. 

http://www.staidansacademy.co.uk/parents/uniform/falsewww.trutexdirect.com


 
 

Year 7 Team 
Your child will be allocated to a tutor group, which will also be their house group. The house 

groups are named after the four Saints: Bede, Cuthbert, Hilda and Wilfrid.  

 

Pastoral Care 
Our aim at St Aidan's is to support every student to achieve their full potential. We believe 
that students achieve best when they feel happy and cared for whilst at school. As well as 
providing the best learning environment and support for our students, we also operate a 
pastoral system. This ensures they know where to seek any extra help they may need both 
in and outside the classroom. 
 

Form tutors are the first point of contact for any pastoral issues, this applies to students, 

parents and carers. If necessary issues can then be progressed to the Head of Year. 

 

Staff are also supported by Mrs K Reid, our special educational needs coordinator (SENDCo), 

and Social Inclusion Coordinator Mrs J Knight, who liaises with external agencies as 

appropriate regarding student welfare. 

 

SEND 

At St Aidan’s Academy we are committed to the equal inclusion of all students, in all areas 

of academy life. We recognise the diverse and individual needs of all of our students, from 

all cultures and backgrounds, and consider the additional support required by those children 

with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND). 

 

We believe in positive interaction; removing barriers to learning; raising expectations and 

levels of achievement, and working in partnership with other agencies in order to provide a 

positive educational experience for all SEND students. 

A student has SEND if they display learning difficulties or disabilities that make it harder for 

them to learn, than most other students of the same age.  

Mrs Reid is working with your child’s primary school to gather information to support your 

child. If you have any queries or concerns about your child who is joining us regarding SEND, 

please contact Mrs Reid via email on:  k.reid@staidanacademy.org.uk.  

 

 

mailto:k.reid@staidanacademy.org.uk


 
 

The school day 
Travelling to school 
Most of our students travel to school by bicycle or walking. Students can enter the school 

site by either the main gate (on Hundens Lane) or the side gate (via Eastbourne Sports 

Complex). Students then enter the Academy via the side gate.  

Students do not use the main entrance.  

 

Timetable  

All students will be issued with their timetable in September. Students will follow a broad a 

balanced curriculum in Key stage 3 and timings of the Academy day are set out below. 

Students will attend a Year group worship once per week, and a whole school worship on a 

Friday morning. 
 

Tutor Group / Worship 08.40 – 09.00 20 minutes 

Lesson 1 09.00 – 09.50 50 minutes 

Lesson 2 09.50 – 10.40 50 minutes 

Break 10.40 – 10.55 15 minutes 

Lesson 3 10.55 – 11.45 50 minutes 

Lesson 4 11.45 – 12.35 50 minutes 

Lunch 12.35 – 13.10 35 minutes 

Lesson 5 13.10 – 14.00 50 minutes 

Lesson 6 14.00 – 14.50 50 minutes 

 

Line ups  

Our line ups are an integral part of our Academy.  

Students line up each day before registration, after break and after lunch. Their tutor or 

subject teacher meets them outside and walks them into the main hall.  

 

During line ups, staff and students share their experiences based on the theme of the week, 

allowing them to reflect on their week, and show appreciations for each other.  

Attendance and punctuality are absolute key priorities at St. Aidan’s and the performance of 

tutor groups is shared daily at line ups. We also pray together and reflect on the theme of 

the week.  



 
 

Family dining 
Students remain on the academy site at all times, including lunch time.  

All students are seated formally for family dining with their tutor and tutor group at lunch, 

with students serving their peers on a rota system throughout the week.  

All meals are served with vegetables or salad and are followed by dessert of fresh fruit. 

Most students eat the healthy meal provided by the academy, however, a small number of 

students opt to bring a packed lunch.  

Research shows that students are more likely to eat a healthy meal at school if they have a 

seat and a table. Our family dining experience promotes social skills and is a time to sit and 

eat with friends and provides time away from the pressures of the classroom. The 

experience also offers students time to build a relationship with their tutor.  

The academy is fully compliant with school foods standards. We cater for special dietary 

requirements if informed in advance, and allergen information is available if required. 

Payment 

We operate a cashless catering system – ParentPay – which means students do not need to 

bring money into school to pay for their lunch. Every student registers their fingerprint onto 

the system when joining the academy and then simply scan their finger when they come to 

'pay' for their lunch or breaktime snacks. 

 

Each student’s account can be credited by using the ParentPay website by debit or credit 

card. Alternatively, there are ‘cash loader’ machines available, where students can top up 

their accounts with cash. All methods add instant credit to an account. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Extra-Curricular 
We encourage all students to attend our extensive programme of extra-curricular activities. 

Activities and clubs run every night after school (except Tuesdays).  

Our staff work hard to ensure that students have the opportunity to be involved in a range 

of musical, creative and enrichment activities, many of which support learning in the 

classroom. 

In addition, students can take part in a range of additional sporting activities that take place 

throughout the week, both at lunchtimes and after school. Our Extra Curricular programme 

starts at 3:00pm and finishes at 4:00pm.  

Please see below our extra-curricular timetable for the summer term.  

 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

After 

school 

3-4pm 

Stem Club 

Robotics Club 

Drama Club 

KS3 

Homework 

club 

Badminton 

Rugby 

Staff Training Gardening 

Club 

Numeracy 

Club 

Creative 

Writing 

Sign Language 

KS3 Art Club 

Netball 

Rugby 

Dance 

KS4 

Homework 

club 

Card and Chess 

Club 

Maths Debate 

Club 

Geography club 

Horrible 

Histories 

Board Games 

Duke of 

Edinburgh 

award 

RE Debate club 

Language club 

Girls Football 

Boys Football 

Dance 

LGBTQ+ group 

(SMILE) 

Sign Language 

Newsletter Club 

Retro Gaming 

club 

Fitness 

Hockey 

Basketball 

Dance 

Running 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


