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A young person’s career is their pathway through learning and work. 

All young people need a planned programme of activities throughout 
their school years to equip them to make choices that are right for them 
and to be able to manage their careers throughout their lives.

At St Aidan’s Church of England Academy we aim to equip our students 
with the knowledge, skills and attributes to make the most of changing 
opportunities in learning and work. It is important that students are 
enabled to make informed decisions about pre 16 routes and the relevant 
pathways to support their longer term plans. We have a planned 
programme in Key stage 3 and Key stage 4 and work to the Gatsby 
Benchmarks and the Careers Statutory Guidance January 2018.  
We provide a varied careers education programme to our students and 
give impartial information, advice and guidance.
Included within our website are the best web links for careers articles, 
advice from careers specialists and recognised careers websites.  You will 
find resources to cover all of the popular careers queries and different 
careers pathways.  

For any further information, please contact 
a.simpson@staidansacademy.org.uk
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School Careers Programme
We aim to enable our students to develop the personal skills to become effective and independent career 
planners, who are able to make informed decisions in preparation for moving on to their next steps into further 
and higher education, training and employment.

Careers preparations are done in the following ways:

Understanding yourself

Self-Development

Career Research and Exploration

Career Planning 

Employability Skills

Careers Advice
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Careers Advice
Encouraging students to develop an understanding of themselves and the influences on them

Instilling an ethos of self- determination and self-improvement as a learner

Learning about careers and the world of work

Making the most of careers information, advice and guidance

Learning how to make and adjust plans to manage change and transition.

Developing basic employability skills including showing initiative and enterprise

Handling the application and selection process

Developing personal financial capability

Careers Education and Work Related Learning is delivered through our tutor time, Acts of 
Worship and planned events in and out of the academy. Students in Y10 and Y11 have planned 
activities to develop and build on your child’s careers research, exploration and planning 
including work experience and planned visits to FE colleges. Staff regularly discuss career 
aspirations with them and the links between attendance, progress in school and their pathways 
into future education and employment.
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Years 7-9

Every week, external speakers present Acts of Worship covering a wide variety of professions 
and business sectors. Students are then encouraged to reflect and discuss how this relates to 
them. The visitors include representatives from the armed services, the medical profession, 
sport and leisure to name but a few.

Years 10-11

Students participate in a variety of in school and external activities, act of worship and events to 
support their career ideas and exploration. All students in Y10 take part in the ESH Group 
‘Building my skills’ project involving 5 sessions with local and regional employers, 5 checkpoint 
activities to complete and a mock interview in June.

All students take part in college taster days where they can explore a range of apprenticeships 
and experience subjects first hand.

Careers Advice
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• We work within the Careers Statutory Guidance Policy 2018 and 
the Gatsby Benchmarks.

• We annually audit our careers provision using the Careers and 
Enterprise Auditing Tool and work closely with them to develop 
and operate our careers programme.

St Aidan’s Church of England Academy 
Programme and Policies
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Parent Support

Parental Support

A child is never too young to be thinking about their future plans and
aspirations. Students who have clear personal goals and career ambitions are
more likely to make progress in school, attain good exam results and secure
an appropriate pathway to a fulfilling and happy future.

Aspirations and career plans may develop and alter significantly between year
7 and 11 but having an on-going dialog about possible higher education and
career choices can improve motivation, enthusiasm, increase aspirations and
develop goal for all students.

What you can do

It will be really valuable if you have conversations with your child about their
career plans. Even an informal chat is good but if you want to give them more
advice or just want to find out about a particular career or University choice
then you might find the links on the Careers Links page useful.
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Careers Advice Articles

Your Options at

 At 16

 At 18

• Apprenticeship Guide

• How to write and CV and covering letter

• The benefits of work experience and voluntary work

• Working when, and at school, and working permits

• What to expect from the job market

• Job Interviews advice

• 8 Jobs every company will be hiring by 2020

https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/articles/article/100/post-16-options
https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/articles/article/101/post-18-options
http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/careers-advice/cvs-and-cover-letters
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers-advice/work-experience/why-is-work-experience-important
https://hartlepool.fsd.org.uk/kb5/hartlepool/fsd/organisation.page?id=2CfM54Vp8pw
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ashleystahl/2017/01/16/5-things-to-expect-from-the-job-market-in-2017/#152ba2818416
https://www.fish4.co.uk/career-advice/interview-questions-answers-expert-advice/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2016/01/8-jobs-every-company-will-be-hiring-for-by-2020/
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Darlington College

Central Park

Haughton Road

Darlington

DL1 1DR

https://www.darlington.ac.uk Vocational courses such as Hairdressing,  

Beauty Therapy, Catering and Hospitality  

etc…

Apprenticeships in plastering, brickwork, 

customer services etc…

Queen Elizabeth College
Vane Terrace
Darlington
DL3 7AU

https://www.qeliz.ac.uk Mainly A Levels in a variety of subjects 

including Travel and Tourism, Maths, 

Sociology, Geography, 

Carmel College

The Headlands

Darlington

DL3 8RW

https://www.carmel.org.uk Mainly A levels in facilitating subject areas

Colleges and Training 
Organisations in Darlington

https://www.darlington.ac.uk/
https://www.qeliz.ac.uk/
https://www.carmel.org.uk/
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Colleges and Training 
Organisations – Out of Town

East Durham College - Peterlee

Willerby Grove

http://www.eastdurham.ac.uk Vocational Courses particularly noted for:
 Sport development centres for Basketball, 
Boxing, Dance, Football and Rugby

 Construction Industry Technical Academy

 Peter Jones Business Academy

Also offer apprenticeships

East Durham College - Houghall

Durham

http://www.eastdurham.ac.uk  Animal and Land-based courses

Stockton Riverside College

Harvard Avenue, Thornaby

https://www.stockton.ac.uk Vocational Courses particularly noted for:

 Performing Arts

 Aviation (airport and Cabin Crew)

SRC - Bede Sixth Form

Marsh House Ave

Billingham

http://www.stockton.ac.uk/be

de

Part of Stockton Riverside College, Bede offers 

mostly A levels with some vocational courses in 

Media and Sport (specialising in outward bound)

http://www.eastdurham.ac.uk/
http://www.eastdurham.ac.uk/
https://www.stockton.ac.uk/
http://www.stockton.ac.uk/bede
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Colleges and Training 
Organisations – Out of Town cont’d

Middlesbrough College

Dock street

http://www.mbro.ac.uk  Vocational Courses including Fashion 
Retail

 Apprenticeships
 6th Form Centre for A levels
 STEM centre for engineering and science 

courses
 Sports Academies in Gymnastics, 

Volleyball, Football and Basketball

Cleveland College of Art & Design

Green Lane

Middlesbrough

http://www.ccad.ac.uk Various one and two year courses at levels 1,2 &3 
in subjects such as:
• Art & Design
•Creative and Media
•Fashion and Clothing
•Photography

TTE - Engineering College

Middlesbrough Road East

South Bank, Middlesbrough TS6 6TZ

http://www.tte.co.uk Engineering Courses and apprenticeships

http://www.mbro.ac.uk/
http://www.ccad.ac.uk/
http://www.tte.co.uk/
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Colleges and Training 
Organisations – Out of Town cont’d

NETA - Engineering College

Leeholme Road

Billingham

TS23 3TA

http://www.neta.co.uk Part of Middlesbrough College

Engineering Courses and Apprenticeships

Askham Bryan College

Stweart Park

Middlesbrough

http://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk Animal and Land-based courses

http://www.neta.co.uk/
http://www.askham-bryan.ac.uk/
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Careers Websites

National Apprenticeship Website

National Careers Service

U-Explore Start

UCAS

Student Finance

Careers Box

Careers World

Take the Buzz Test

Barclays Skills For Life

icould

Career Pilot

All About Careers

All About School Leavers

Your career starts here

Best Courses For Me

SACU

Not Going to Uni

Plotr

Prospects

https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
https://login.startprofile.com/RegisterOne.aspx
https://www.ucas.com/
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance-register-login
https://www.careersbox.co.uk/
http://www.careersworld.co.uk/
https://icould.com/buzz/
https://www.barclayslifeskills.com/young-people/
https://icould.com/
http://www.careerpilot.org.uk/
https://www.allaboutcareers.com/
https://www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk/
http://www.yourcareerstartshere.net/
http://www.bestcourse4me.com/
http://sacu-student.com/
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/apprenticeships-223
http://www.plotr.co.uk/careers
https://www.prospects.ac.uk/
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Careers Websites

JOB VACANCY WEBSITES

Direct.gov Job Search

The National Careers Service

Monster.co.uk

TotalJobs.com

Reed.co.uk

Indeed.co.uk

Fish4jobs.co.uk

Sector1.net

Jobstoday.co.uk

careersbuilder.com

MilkRound

https://jobsearch.direct.gov.uk/JobSearch/PowerSearch.aspx?rad=20&rad_units=miles&pp=25&sort=rv.dt.di&vw=b&re=134&setype=2&tjt=&where=&q
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
http://www.monster.co.uk/
http://www.totaljobs.com/
http://www.reed.co.uk/
http://www.indeed.co.uk/
http://www.fish4.co.uk/
http://sector1.net/
http://www.jobstoday.co.uk/
http://www.careerbuilder.co.uk/
http://schoolleavers.milkround.com/
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Careers Websites

SUBJECT SPECIFIC LINKS
Army Careers
Careers at Sea
RAF Careers
Royal Navy Careers
Engineering Careers
NHS Careers
Careers-in-Sport
The Tech Patrnership (ICT Careers)
Tasty Careers (Hospitality and Catering 
Careers)
Tomorrows Engineers
Marine Biology
Lantra - Land Based Careers
Get into Teaching

B Constructive (Construction Careers)
Creative Choices (Creative and Cultural 
careers)
Hair and Beauty Careers
CIMA Accountancy Careers
AAT Accountant Technician Careers

Law Careers
Psychology
Art Jobs
Creative Skills - Textiles
Flying Start - Become a Pilot
The Aspiring Medic
The Medical Portal

http://www.army.mod.uk/armyjobs
http://www.careersatsea.org/
http://www.raf.mod.uk/
http://www.royalnavy.mod.uk/
http://www.engineeringcareers.co.uk/
http://www.nhscareers.nhs.uk/
http://www.careers-in-sport.co.uk/
https://www.thetechpartnership.com/tech-future-careers/
http://tastycareers.org.uk/
http://www.tomorrowsengineers.org.uk/students/career-finder/
https://www.marinecareers.net/marine-biology
https://www.lantra.co.uk/careers
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI6a2huKDm1gIVpbftCh3OJwNNEAAYASAAEgJddvD_BwE
http://www.citb.co.uk/bconstructive/
https://ccskills.org.uk/careers
https://www.hairandbeautyjobs.com/career-hub/
https://www.cimaglobal.com/Members/Your-Career/
https://www.aat.org.uk/why-aat
https://www.lawcareers.net/
https://careers.bps.org.uk/
http://www.artsjobs.org.uk/
http://creativeskillset.org/creative_industries/fashion_and_textiles/job_roles
http://www.flying-start.org/age-18-to-24/choose-route/
http://theaspiringmedic.co.uk/
https://www.themedicportal.com/
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Entrepreneurship

An entrepreneur is an individual who, rather than working as an employee, starts and runs their 
own business.  Being your own boss, can be liberating and rewarding. The entrepreneur is 
commonly seen as an innovator, a source of new ideas, goods, services and business/or 
procedures.

Entrepreneurs play a key role in any economy, they are people who have the skills and initiative 
necessary to anticipate current and future needs and bring good new ideas to market. 
Entrepreneurs who prove to be successful in taking on the risks of a start-up are rewarded with 
profits and continued growth opportunities.

For a young person, there are lots of support services and grants available if you plan on starting 
your own business.  

Note: If you are under 18 you will find it difficult to raise finance and will need to incorporate 
recognised training as part of your business.

Work Space.co.uk – Information on start up when under 18
How to become an entrepreneur – futurelearn
Hartlepool Borough Council - Entrepreneur Support and 
Guidance
Hartlepool Borough Council – Start up Grants

Invest in Hartlepool
Young Enterprise
Youth Enterprise
Princes Trust Start up loan
Start Up Loans

https://www.workspace.co.uk/community/homework/entrepreneurs/starting-up-a-company-when-you-re-under-18
https://www.futurelearn.com/career-advice/become-an-entrepreneur
https://www.hartlepool.gov.uk/info/20220/business_support/167/business_support
https://www.hartlepool.gov.uk/info/20220/business_support/169/business_grants
https://www.investinhartlepool.co.uk/
https://www.young-enterprise.org.uk/
http://youthenterprise.co.uk/
https://www.princes-trust.org.uk/help-for-young-people/support-starting-business/business-finance
https://www.startuploans.co.uk/
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Apprenticeships and 
Traineeships

What is the difference between Apprenticeship & Traineeship?
Traineeships are designed to help people who want to move into an apprenticeship or a job. Unlike
apprentices, trainees don’t yet have some essential skills like English and maths, or have limited work
experience. The traineeship aims to provide them with these.

Traineeships last anything up to a maximum of six months, unlike apprenticeships, which go on for a
number of years.

Traineeships may also be unpaid (it is left up to the employer to make that decision) and are not subject to
minimum wage laws, unlike apprenticeships, which legally must be paid and meet the Apprentice National
Minimum Wage. Those doing a traineeship will either still be in education, or may qualify for the 16-19
bursary fund.

RESOURCES AND LINKS

The National Apprenticeship Website

Tees Valley Learning Provider Network (TVLPN)

Tees Valley Combined Authority

Get in Go Far

UCAS – Apprenticeship

The Apprenticeship Guide

BPP

CILEX

QA

Hightide Foundation

Not Going to Uni

ApprenticeshipsNAS

https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/signin?ReturnUrl=/apprenticeshipsearch
http://www.tvwbl.net/apprenticeships/
https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/teesvalleyskills/apprenticeship-hub/
http://www.getingofar.gov.uk/
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/16-18-choices/search-and-apply/post-16-apprenticeships
http://www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk/
http://www.bpp.com/bpp-university/apprenticeships/apprenticeships-for-students
https://www.cilex.org.uk/study/apprenticeships
https://www.qa.com/apprenticeships/apprenticeship-programmes
https://www.hightidefoundation.co.uk/opportunities/
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/apprenticeships-223
https://www.youtube.com/user/ApprenticeshipsNAS
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Local Market Information

Local Market Intelligence and information (LMI) can be used to determine what jobs
are and will be available in different sectors. It shows sector growth, demand and
sectors in decline.

Tees Valley Combined Authority

Cfbt Supporting Inspiration

LMI for All

LMI Widget – compare LMI data by job role

Tees Valley Learning Provider Network (TVLPN)

https://teesvalley-ca.gov.uk/
http://www.supportinginspiration.org.uk/ne/about
http://www.lmiforall.org.uk/
http://www.lmiforall.org.uk/widget/
http://www.tvwbl.net/

