
Key Stage 4 Curriculum Overview – History 

Rationale 

The study of history at KS4 is comprised of four different studies (Historical Environment and Thematic Study, British Depth Study and Period Study, Modern Depth 
Study) split across three separate Edexcel GCSE papers. The Historical Environment and Thematic Studies give students the opportunity to understand change and 
continuity over a long sweep of history, focusing on people, events, developments and wider changes in relation to society. This allows for comparisons to be made with 
different period of history. The Whitechapel study (Historical Environment) allows students to examine the relationship between a place and historical events using the 
skills of source analysis and historical enquiry. The depth studies (both British and Period) allow students to understand the complexity of a society or historical 
situation and the interplay of different aspects within it such as social, economic, political, religious and military. 

Throughout each study, students will be developing their skills in several disciplinary concepts such as cause and consequence, historical significance, change and 
continuity and students will also progress their disciplinary skills on using sources and evidence when exploring concepts such as causation and progression over time. 
The course will allow students to become inquisitive thinkers who are able to use historical sources and interpretation with clear intent, depth and understanding. 

Intent and Impact  

The intent behind the curriculum is to develop students who can use disciplinary thinking to evaluate narratives of the past. Students will be able to study different 
aspects of the past, so they can engage with key issues such as power, religion, poverty, understand what drives change and how the past influences the present. 
Embedded within the course are strong links with literacy, such as the use of inference in literature and historical evidence. Students are given opportunities to work on 
their written and oral communication and are taught to communicate complex ideas and convey the nuance of various historical topics through essay writing. These 
skills will allow students to establish a fluency, enabling them to showcase their skills in other elements of the academy curriculum. Students will also be enabled to 
express views and opinions and make judgements independently, key skills which can be transferred and applied in a variety of contexts. By the end of KS4 students 
should have a sound grasp on the usefulness of different evidence for differing investigations/enquiries into the past. Students should be able to use critical thinking 
skills to analyse information and form their own historical interpretations on events, people and developments. Moreover, students should be able to form logical 
arguments based on both quantitative and qualitative data. 

Implementation   

The curriculum has been created to ensure students are focused on one study at a time. The Thematic Study is the first topic of year 10 and is chronologically 
sequenced. This enables students to see the process of change and therefore lessons run sequentially from medieval to the present day, which gives students the 
opportunity to appreciate the developments across the period and time and provides later assessment opportunities for students to make detailed comparisons over 
time. After this, the students will focus on the British Deth Study which is also chronologically sequenced so students can see the unfolding substantial developments 
and issues in the period. The students will then move onto the Modern Depth Study at the end of year 10 and into year 11. This has been done so students have an 
opportunity to study events in the early 20th century in regard to world before studying the Cold War, which is their Period Study. This again runs in chronological 
sequence and students can appreciate the narrative. Across the curriculum, there has been various assessment opportunities noted that relate to a specific 
assessment objective in correlation with the exam paper. This allows students to be assessed on their exam skill throughout the year as well as their attainment of 
knowledge. However, students are also assessed in a manner in which they must retrieve information over some time. To aid this, at the beginning of each lesson, 
students are set a retrieval task relating to previous content to give the students more opportunity to practice retrieving information. Assessments begin as in-
classroom tests in year 10 in which students will be given extracts from previous GCSE papers. By the end of year 10, students will move from this to a whole year group 
exam paper in exam conditions. This allows students to practice exam techniques in the GCSE setting.   



 

Spirituality 

The key stage 4 curriculum encourages students to self-reflect and consider their own beliefs, actions and morals. Through studying and considering issues in the past, 
this gives students the chance to consider whether these issues still occur in the present, focusing on themes such as equality, race and religion.  History is ultimately 
the study of human behaviour and allows us to think about and judge the reasons for people’s actions in the context they lived. History offers students an opportunity to 
reflect on events of the past and consider if human behaviour of a different context aligns with their own morals.  GCSE History students can use their history lessons to 
understand the complexity of a society or historical situation and the interplay of different aspects within it such social, political, religious, economic issues. 

 

 

Year 10 Overview 

Month  Topic Assessments 

September Crime and Punishment KT2 AP1- Crime and Punishment  
Full Section A- Whitechapel 
Section B- Q5/6- 16 marks 
 
AP2- Crime and Punishment  
(Full paper 1) 
 
Y10 Mocks 
Crime and Punishment – Full paper 
Paper 2- British Depth Study Section (Elizabethan 
England) 
 

October Crime and Punishment KT2/3 

November Crime and Punishment KT3 

December Crime and Punishment KT3/4 

January Crime and Punishment KT4 
Elizabethan England KT1 

February Elizabethan England KT1/2 

March Elizabethan England KT2/3 

April Elizabethan England KT3 

May Weimar and Nazi Germany KT1 

June Weimar and Nazi Germany KT1 

July Mock Revision/ Mocks 

 

Year 11 Overview 

Month  Topic Assessments 

September Nazi Germany KT2/3 Mocks 
Commencing 25th November  October Nazi Germany KT3 



November Nazi Germany KT4 • Full Paper 1- Whitechapel and Crime and 
Punishment 

1 hour 20 minutes (2025 changes) 
 

• Paper 2- Early Elizabethan England Section 
55 minutes 

• Full Paper 3- Weimar and Nazi Germany 
1 hour 30 minutes 
 
Full paper 2 to be sat before May 
 

December Revision/Mocks 

January American West KT1 

February American West KT2 

March American West KT3 

April Revision 

May Revision/ Exams 

June Exams 

 

Assessment Objectives 

Pupils must: % in GCSE 

AO1 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the key features 
and characteristics of the period studied. 35 

AO2 Explain and analyse historical events and periods studied using 
second-order historical concepts. 

25 

AO3 
Analyse, evaluate and use sources (contemporary to the period) 
to make substantiated judgements, in the context of historical 
events studied. 

15 

AO4 
Analyse, evaluate and make substantiated judgements about 
interpretations (including how and why interpretations may 
differ) in the context of historical events studied. 

15 

Total  100 

 

Assessment Objective- Across Papers/Sections 



Paper 1: Section 
A Historical 

Environment- 
Whitechapel 

Paper 1: Section B 
Thematic Study- 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Paper 2: British 
Depth Study- Early 

Elizabethan 
England 

Paper 2: Period Study- 
American West 

Paper 3: Modern Depth Study- 
Weimar and Nazi Germany 

• AO1: 
substantive 
knowledge 
 

• AO3: using 
evidence and 
sources 
 

• AO1: substantive 
knowledge 
 

• AO2: understanding 
of second-order 
concepts 
 

• AO1: substantive 
knowledge 
 

• AO2: 
understanding of 
second-order 
concepts 
 

• AO1: substantive 
knowledge 
 

• AO2: understanding 
of second-order 
concepts 
 

• AO1: substantive knowledge 
 

• AO2: understanding of second-
order concepts 

• AO3: using evidence and 
sources 
 

• AO4: historical interpretations 
 

 


