
 

 

Subject: Geography Year 8 

  

Scheme of Work: Grades 1-9 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Population change 
The main focus of Specification A is an understanding of physical processes and factors that produce diverse and dynamic landscapes that change over time. 
This includes the interdependence of physical environments and the interaction between people and the environment as well as an understanding of the 
need for sustainable management of both physical and human environments. Students will learn to appreciate the differences and similarities between 
people, places and cultures leading to an improved understanding of societies and economies.  The Population Change  topic will ensure that pupils develop 
their knowledge of causes, effects, and responses to population change (in terms of natural increase and migration) in both HICs and LICs, with students 
evaluating the success of different control strategies. 
 
This topic allow the opportunities to develop: 

−− communication skills 

−− graphical and cartographical skills 

−− technological skills, including ICT and GIS 

−− interpersonal skills through debate and discussion 

−− literacy and numeracy 

−− problem solving skills 

−− entrepreneurial skills and awareness of career possibilities. 



Lesson Title Learning Objectives 

 

 

 

1 – What is population? 

What population means and the impact on the World.  

-Define population  

-Explain how population can change. 

-Evaluate what might influence population 

 

 

 

2 – Population Change  

What natural change is and the factors that influence it. 

-Define birth and death rate. 

-Explain why birth and death rate may increase and decrease. 

-Evaluate why the UK’s population has started to decrease. 

 

 

3 – Population Density  

Why some places are densely populated whilst others are sparsely 

populated. 

-Define densely and sparsely populated. 

-Explain reasons why people do or do not want to live in a place. 

-Compare case studies where there are high or low populations. 

 

4 –Population distribution  

Investigate the population density of the UK.  

-Contrast between Population density and distribution 

-Explain and confidently interpret a choropleth map. 

-Analyse why Dorset has a high population distribution.  



 

 

5- World Population Density 

Explore areas in the world where there is a dense and sparse 

population density. 

-State an area that is sparsely populated in the world. 

-Identify an area in the world that is densely populated and why. 

-Explain the world population density.  

6 – Overpopulation Consider what impacts overpopulation will have on the planet. 

-Identify what overpopulation means. 

-Explain impacts on the Earth from Overpopulation. 

-Evaluate ways in which the population can be reduced. 

 

 

7 – Population management  

Identify how one country has managed its population. 

-Identify ways the government could control population. 

-Explain the One Child Policy. 

-Evaluate the effectiveness of the One Child Policy. 

 

 

8- Population Pyramids  

Explain what Population pyramids show us and how they may differ. 

-Describe the purpose of population pyramids. 

-Analyse population pyramids. 

-Compare the differences in pyramids for LICs and HICs, offering 

reason.  

 

 

Describe how migration can impact both negatively and positively on 

population.  

-Define migration and identify its various forms. 



  

9  – Migration  

-Describe ways migration can be viewed as a positive in an area. 

-Evaluate the negative aspects on a population from migration and can 

begin to provide solutions to migration concerns.  

 

 

10 – Migration Case Study 

Study a case study of migration to highlight why and how people 

migrate. 

-State one reason why Mexicans are migrating to the USA. 

-Describe how Mexicans cross the border and the problems they may 

face. 

-Evaluate the effectiveness of the USA Border patrol. 


