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Subject: History  

Scheme of Work:  

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) EDEXCEL GCSE History Germany unit 

Overview / Context Students to use this scheme of work to access  

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

 

EDEXCEL GCSE HISTORY grades 1-9 

Curriculum Opportunities  Emphasis is on Literacy – source work, extended writing and SPAG 

 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

Treaty of Versailles 

Why Munich Putsch failed 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary Kaiser, Abdicate, Weimar Republic, November Criminals, ‘Stab in the Back’, Diktat, Treaty of Versailles., Reparations, Self Determination, 
Putsch 
Spartacist Revolt, Kapp Putsch, Communists, Passive Resistance, Hyperinflation, Economy, Rentenmark, Dawes Plan, Young Plan, Locarno 
Treaty. League of Nations, Kellogg-Briand Pact, Charismatic, Propaganda, Swastika, Anti-Semitic, Mein Kampf, Volksgemeinschaft, Coup, 
Treason 

 

Wider Reading  Following websites can be recommended for student  
Weimar and Nazi Germany  - www.schoolhistory.co.uk/revision/germany. shtml 
BBC Bitesize - www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history /mwh/germany/ 
ActiveHistory -  www.activehistory.co.uk/Miscellaneous/men us/GCSE/Nazi_Germany.htm 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history%20/mwh/germany/
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Teacher Notes  

 

 

 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 1 -  Introduction to 
new course, content, papers 
and grading. 
Why did Kaiser Wilhelm 
abdicate the throne? 

 
1. Gathering. 

 Describe the impact of 
WW1 on Germany 

2. Processing 

Explain the term ‘stab in the 
back’ in relation to Weimar 
Germany 

3. Applying 

Some students COULD see 
how such instability may 
lead to an increase in 
violence and extreme 
parties. 

Bell Task:   Students put into seating plan and outline of 
course given. High expectations and aspirations of students 
stressed. Stickers to be put into front of copybooks as per 
school policy. 

Learning toolbox  

Students will be introduced to their ‘notebooks’ and 
guidance given on annotation and note taking. Students 
highlight section on the aftermath of the Great War. 
Students answer key question: ‘Why did Kaiser Wilhelm 
abdicate the throne?’ Teacher to model answer on the 
whiteboard showing students how added detail will gain 
them more marks. Impact of the Great War sorting exercise 
with students splitting the effects into 3 categories; Social, 
Political or economic on a venn diagram.   
Plenary: Verbal recap on key terms: Weimar; Abdicate; 
Kaiser 

Republic. 

 

Thinking Cap – White,  

Habits of Mind – Be clear 

 

 

Teacher to red pen mark  
key question as students 
are working 

 

Verbal questioning during 
plenary to check 
understanding – focus on 
ability ranges within the 
class 

 

Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Stickers 
PPT 
Copybooks 
‘Note’ booklets 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy opportunities 

Kaiser 
Abdicate 
Weimar Republic 

Marking Opportunity:  

Teacher marked question 

Recall/Homework:  

 Students given outline of next lessons topic 
and given research sheet 

SMSC:  

Social & Cultural 

Misconceptions:  

Pupils need to be aware that Germany is a 
relatively new country only formed in 1871 – It 
is not an old country such as Britain etc 
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Week 2  Why did Germans 
feel they were stabbed in 
the back? 

 
 

1. Gathering. 

Recall why many Germans 
did not trust the new 
Weimar politicians 

2. Processing 

Infer from a  source 
question. 

3. Applying 

Evaluate how the Kaiser was 
a poor and weak leader. 

Bell Task; Students given post it note on entry to class and 
have to write down 1 fact they remember from the last 
lesson. 
: Teacher questions students on their prep work and pushes 
for higher order thinking. Those students who have shown 
gaps in their understanding through no preparation are to be 
spoken to at the end of the lesson. 

Learning toolbox  

:  Students start by looking at the inferences cartoon of the 
‘stab in the back’. Without prior prep from teacher students 
are to work out what the cartoon is about and how it relates 
to our studies. Teacher then works with the students to fill in 
their copy on the board. Students are reminded that in this 
exam it is source based so they have to get used to applying 
their knowledge to a source. In their copybooks students 
then answer; ‘What can be inferred from this source about 
German reaction to the end of WW1?’ Teacher models the 
format of this answer: 
‘From this source I learn that…..’ 
Plus supporting statement ‘This tells me that/This means 
that’ 
‘Another thing I learn from this source is…’  ‘This infers 
that…’ 
Students then are given time to complete their own and if 
any student is confident they can read out their answer. 
Students then look at Source D on page…. Students are now 
to consolidate their understanding of this type of question by 
tackling a written source. Again examples of answers are 
listened to. Teacher should ensure that a range of answers 
are heard and that those students who drift off giving added 
detail are reminded that they will receive no marks for that 
in this answer and how they need to stick to the source and 
in particular they need to directly quote written sources. 
Plenary: Students to summarise this lesson in a tweet. 
 

Thinking Caps -  Green, Blue 
Habits of Mind – Strive for accuracy 
 
 

 

 

 

Targeted individuals 
during bell task to see 
who has/has not 
prepared for lesson 

 

Inference questions to be 
marked by teacher after 
lesson 

Teacher model answers 

Pupils to read out answer 
and ask for student 
feedback to these 
responses 

Journal evaluation 

Resources 

PPT 
Stab in the back’ inferences cartoon 
worksheet. 
note’ books 

Key Vocabulary/literacy opportunities 

November Criminals 
Betrayal 
‘Stab in the Back’ 
Diktat 
Treaty of Versailles. 
Reparations 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Teacher marked  

Recall/Homework:  

Students given outline of next lessons topic 
and given research sheet 

SMSC:  

Social  

Misconceptions: 

Pupils need to be aware That countries have 
to ask to surrender. Pupils normally believe 
that white flag is risen and all fighting stops.  
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The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 3 - Was the Treaty of 
Versailles really unfair on 
Germany? 

 
 
 

1. Gathering. 
 Name key points of  LAMB 
and give examples of the 
terms 

2. Processing 
 Analyse how German’s 
would feel angry about 
these terms 

3. Applying 
 Evaluate why some 
Germans would use the ToV 
to fuel talk of revenge. 

Bell Task; Teacher puts key terms of Abdicate, Stab in the 
back and Weimar Republic on board and students to write in 
their definitions. 
: Teacher questions students on their prep work and pushes 
for higher order thinking. Those students who have shown 
gaps in their understanding through no preparation are to be 
spoken to at the end of the lesson.  

Learning toolbox  

: Students are to learn about the impact of surrender on 
Germany. Students should be aware of the different motives 
of the ‘Big 3’ and are made aware of LAMB. Students write 
LAMB into their copybooks and then watch the YouTube clip 
and fill in as much info as they can. 
Students then look at a cartoon from this time and use the 
marks scheme to write a high level answer. Students could 
highlight the sections of their answer they obtained marks in 
according to the marks scheme. Teacher should model what 
a top mark answer looks like should students in class not 
achieve this. Students then consolidate their learning by 
looking at written source and again attempting an inferences 
question about the impact of ToV on Weimar Germany. 
Plenary: EXIT TICKET: students to write down one thing 
about each point on LAMB  onto a post-it note to leave class. 
Teacher to check answers at door. 
 

Thinking Cap - White Blue 
Habits of Mind – Think about your thinking 
 

 

 

Targeted individuals 
during bell task to see 
who has/has not 
prepared for lesson 

 

Self-assessment of 
inference source 
question using mark 
scheme 

 

Inference question on 
ToV to be marked by 
teacher 

Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

PPT 
Video clip 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy opportunities 

Revenge 
‘Big 3’ 
Self Determination 
Reparations 

LAMB 
 

Marking Opportunity:  

Self-assessment 

Inference question marked by teacher 

Recall/Homework:  

  Preparation sheet for next lesson 

SMSC:  

Social, Moral & Cultural 

Misconceptions:  

Pupils need to be aware that countries are 
punished for losing a war! 
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Week 4 - Why was the 
Weimar Republic so violent? 

 

 
 

1. Gathering. 

 Name 1 threat to 
democracy during the early 
years of the Weimar 
Republic 
   2, Processing 
Describe why continued 
rebellions made the Weimar 
Government unstable and 
weak. 
3.  Applying 
 Imagine as a German why 
you would dislike Weimar 
politicians  

Bell Task; The word ARMISTICE and REVENGE are put on 
the board by teacher. Students are asked to write ONE 
sentence using both of these words which links to our 
current topic. 
: Teacher questions students on their prep work and pushes 
for higher order thinking. Those students who have shown 
gaps in their understanding through no preparation are to be 
spoken to at the end of the lesson. 

Learning toolbox  

: Students are to understand how violence came from 
extreme parties on both sides of the political divide in 
Germany. Students are to read through info sheet and 
highlight main info. Students to condense this info by 
answering WHO; WHAT HAPPENED; HOW END. This should 
be completed into their notebooks. Students should be 
aware of the chronological order of the organised rebellions 
within Germany and how each was stopped. 
Plenary: Teacher to check on understanding of task and 
students to record homework and deadline into planner. 
 

Thinking Cap – White Green 
Habits of Mind – Question and Problem solve 
 

 

 

Teacher red pen marking 
as students complete 
tasks during lesson 

 

Verbal questioning on 
understanding – targeting 
ability ranges 

 

Journal evaluation 

Resources 

Booklets 
-simplified notes on the three rebellions also 
included.PPT 

Key Vocabulary/literacy opportunities 

Putsch 
Spartacist Revolt 
Kapp Putsch 
Communists 

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Research task on 3 revolts during Weimar 
Republic 

SMSC:  

Social and Cultural 

Misconceptions: 

Pupils need to be aware that soldiers returned 
from war and kept their weapons 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 5 - Source and Exam 
technique. 
 
 

Bell Task Image of Kapp Putsch leaders on board and students 
to think about why they are famous in History. 
Starter task:  Teacher goes through verbal recap on reasons 
why people did not like the Treaty of Versailles. LAMB 

Learning toolbox  

: Teacher is to use the Edexcel guidelines to model how 
students would answer this question. The PEA format is to be 
used and students should be made familiar with the mark 
scheme. Students should know that to get the higher marks 
they need to include ONE added point; either Money or Blame; 
but also that knowledge selected should be tightly linked to 
the question set. 

 

 

 

Teacher to assess 
understanding through 
questioning of key 
information on LAMB 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Edexcel guidelines ppt 
PPT tailored to this question 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy opportunities 

Treaty of Versailles 
Big 3 
Cause and Consequence 
PEA 
Point 
Evidence 
Answer 
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Plenary: Teacher may read out one paragraph of a student’s 
work. Students to put homework into their copybooks 

 

  

Thinking Cap Blue White 

Habits of Mind – be clear 

 

Answers to be PAIR 
marked by teacher 

 

 

Journal evaluation 

Marking Opportunity:  

PAIR Marking 

Recall/Homework:  

 One exam style question to be completed using 
PEA format 

SMSC:  

N/A 

Misconceptions:  

That how we answer a question and the style of 
answer) is as important as the content.  

Week 6- Green box 
marking 

 

 
 

1. Gathering. 

Recall why France invaded 
the Ruhr and what the 
German response was to 
the invasion. 

2. Processing 

 Explain how 
hyperinflation was a direct 
consequence of the 
invasion. 

3. Applying 

 Predict how Germany’s 
weak economy could harm 
them in the future. 

  

Bell Task Students look at map of Germany post WW1 and 
identify 2 reasons Germans would have felt angry and 
annoyed. 

Learning toolbox  

:  Teacher gives students a student-friendly mark scheme for 
their question. Students read a peers work and mark it to the 
mark scheme. Students identify WBI point and hand back. 
Students given 5-10 minutes to improve work before it is 
finished for teacher to look at. Improvements should be made 
in green pen. 
Main activity: Teacher takes students through PowerPoint on 
the Invasion of the Ruhr with emphasis on cause and 
consequence. Students use their worksheet to jot down key 
points about the event before answering question ‘What were 
the consequences of the invasion of the Ruhr? 

Plenary: Students shown a French cartoon about the invasion 

 

  Thinking Cap – Green White 

  Habits of Mind – strive for accuracy 

 

Students peer mark 
using student friendly 
mark scheme 

 

Green pen rewrite to be 
marked by teacher 

 

Journal evaluation 

Resources 

Student friendly mark scheme 
PPT 

Key Vocabulary/literacy opportunities 

Passive Resistance 
Hyperinflation 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

PAIR Marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Answer source question using cartoon 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 
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Week 7 - How did 
Stresemann get the 
German economy moving 
again and restore German 
pride? 

 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

Name 2 ways Stresemann 
solved the economic crisis 
in Weimar Germany 

2. Processing 

Explain 2 ways Stresemann 
built links with the 
international community 
again. 

3. Applying 

Evaluate how much of 
Stresemann’s success was 
built on the dependency of 
American money. 

Bell Task Spartacist and Kapp written on board and students 
are asked to write a sentence with these words in. 

Learning toolbox  

:  Students are put in pairs or small groups and are given some 
‘money’. Students are to budget to get essential items with 
their money. Students will be issued with more money at 
different times and see how prices go up. Students to learn 
about the realities of hyperinflation. 
: Students are to learn about the key polices of Stresemann 
and why 1924-29 saw an economic recovery in Weimar 
Germany. Information booklets are available that teachers can 
read through. PowerPoint presentation also available if 
teacher believes that this would be best method for learning in 
their lesson. ALL students must answer the practice question at 
the end of the PowerPoint in their copybooks. Mark scheme is 
included so that students are always familiar with what they 
need to do. 5 minutes should be spent answering this as 
students need to get accustomed to working under exam 
pressure. 
Plenary: Verbal Q&A 
 
 

Thinking Cap Red Black 
Habits of Mind –think about your thinking 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge based lesson to 
focus upon gaining 
understanding.  

 

 Exam question to be peer 
assessed using mark 
scheme 

 

Understanding to be 
checked at end by teacher 
through targeted 
questioning 

 

Journal evaluation 

 

Resources: 

Student info booklets 
Pretend money 
PPT – with practice question at end 
Worksheet 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy opportunities 

Economy 
Rentenmark 
Dawes Plan 
Young Plan 
Locarno Treaty 
League of Nations 

Kellogg-Briand Pact 

Marking Opportunity:  

Peer marking 

Recall/Homework:  

  Worksheet measuring success of each measure to be 
given as homework 

SMSC:  

Social & Cultural 

Misconceptions:  

Students need to be aware that although a loaf 
of bread cost millions of German marks – most 
people could afford it.  
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Week 8 - Why was 
Germany such an exciting 
place to live under 
Stresemann? 

1. Gathering. 
 

Describe how people’s 
lives improved in the 
1920s 

2. Processing 

 Explain 3 reasons why 
Berlin was known as the 
‘Cuture Capital’ of Europe. 

3. Applying 

 Imagine how Hitler would 
feel threatened by such a 
creative and expressive 
community. 

Bell Task; Top 3 of Stresemann’s achievements & Verbal Q&A 

Learning toolbox  

: Students have booklets on the cultural changes within 
Germany. Students are to use the booklets to complete their 
hexagon worksheet. This will focus on the change in living 
standards and women during 1924-29. The students have a 
question to focus their thinking about the impact these 
changes and reforms would have had on families. Students 
should be given their homework to complete for next week. 
This is largely a research task and so students should be 
reminded how they can use the LRC to complete this. This is a 
new part on the course and completed homework’s should be 
stamped and put in books 

Plenary: List 4 ways women’s lives improved under 
Stresemann. 

 

 

 Thinking Cap White 

Habits of Mind – be clear 

 

 

Teacher to assess 
understanding through 
questioning 

 

Journal evaluation 

 

Resources 

Student info booklets 
PPT 
Hexagon worksheet 

Key Vocabulary/literacy opportunities 

Unemployment insurance 
Equality 
Art Deco 
Café culture 
Architecture 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Recall/Homework:  

Berlin Cultural capital research homework 

SMSC:  

Social & cultural 

Misconceptions: 

Students need to be aware that in Britain  most 
women could not vote or have the same rights 
as men.  

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 9 - Laying the 
foundations for the Nazi 
party. How did Hitler 
create his party? 

 
 

1. Gathering. 

 Name 2 ways Hitler 
changed the Nazi party. 

2. Processing 

Bell Task:  knowledge re-cap questions on the Invasion of the 
Ruhr 

Learning toolbox  

Students are to learn about the rise of Hitler and how he 
shaped the Nazi Party. Students to look at timeline of events 
and stick this into their copybooks. Teacher to guide students 
through ppt and students should jot down some key points. 
Students have inference question to complete before watching 
the video clip. Students should peer mark these to the mark 
scheme. Teacher could give help and guidance by annotating 
source on PowerPoint. This learning is consolidated by 
watching a 20 minute clip of ‘Rise of Hitler.’ Students should be 

 

 

 

Inference question to be 
peer-assessed 

 

 

Teacher to focus 
questioning on skills rather 
than knowledge 

 

Resources: 

Rise Of Hitler YouTube clip  watch from 19mins-
49min 
PPT 
Timeline of Hitler party printed from PPT 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy opportunities 

Charismatic 

Propaganda 
Swastika 
Anti-Semitic 
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Distinguish how terror was 
used to gain support for 
the Nazi Party. 

3. Applying 
Evaluate how Hitler’s 
charismatic image was 
carefully planned and 
cultivated. 

able to see how Hitler’s intensity and charisma won voters but 
also how choosing ‘red’ etc added to appeal of the Nazi Party. 
Plenary:  Students quizzed about their understanding of what 
is needed to secure top marks in this question type. 
 
 
 

Thinking Cap - White Red 
Habits of Mind – be clear 

 

Journal evaluation 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Peer assessment  

Recall/Homework:  

  Students should be encouraged to watch the Rise of Hitler 
on You Tube over half term as it details this next unit. 

SMSC:  

Spiritual, Moral & Social 

Misconceptions:  

Students need to be aware that Hitler did not 
create the Nazi party but rather he joined them 
as their 55th member 

Week 10-  Why did the 
Munich Putsch fail and 
what were the 
consequences of the 
attempted coup? 

 

1. Gathering 
 Describe the 
consequences of the 
Munich Putsch were for 
Hitler. 

2. Processing. 

 Explain 2 reasons why the 
Putsch failed 

3. Applying 

This failure was a positive 
event for the long term 
success of the Nazis! – is 
this true 

  

Bell Task; Source work – Quote or image that students have to 
evaluate and make links to prior learning. Reasoning to be 
shared with teacher. 

Learning toolbox  

Rise of Hitler clip on the Munich Putsch – 8 minutes. Students 
will see Hitler storming the meeting and the failure of the 
Putsch. Students should also see the trial as an example of the 
type of rhetoric Hitler used to defend himself. 
: After watching the clip, students should read through their 
information sheet and highlight any important information. In 
their copybooks students should create 4 tweets which sum up 
the Munich Putsch. Students should then take one of the 
Twenty Five points and try to create a Hitler-esque opening 
speech on it. At the end teacher is to go over homework task 
and model answer if needed. Students should have 1 week to 
complete this task  
 
 
 
Explain why the Munich Putsch of 1923 failed. You may use 
the following in your answer: 

 The German Army 

 Bavarian leaders 

You must also use information of your own.              12 marks 

 
 

 

 

Resources 

Info sheet 
25 point programme printout to stick in books. 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy opportunities 

Mein Kampf 
Volksgemeinschaft 
Landsberg Prison 

Coup 
Treason 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  
Explain why the Munich Putsch failed? 12 mark question 
 

PEA structure 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 
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Plenary: Was the Munich Putsch a failure or a success? 

 

 

 

 

Thinking Caps - White Blue 

Habits of Mind – strive for accuracy 

 

 

 

 


