
Subject: Religious Education Year 9  

Scheme of Work: Grades 1-9 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) Christian Beliefs  

Overview / Context Students will study key beliefs including; The nature of God, God as omnipotent, loving and just, and the problem of evil and suffering, the 
oneness of God and the Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Different Christian beliefs about creation including the role of Word and Spirit 
(John 1:1-3 and Genesis 1:1-3), different Christian beliefs about the afterlife and their importance, including: resurrection and life after death; 
Judgement, heaven and hell. 

 

Students will also study beliefs and teachings about Jesus Christ and Salvation including; Jesus Christ and salvation , beliefs and teachings 
about the incarnation and Jesus as the Son of God, the crucifixion, resurrection and ascension , sin, including original sin, the means of 
salvation, including law, grace and Spirit plus the role of Christ in salvation including the idea of atonement. 

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

1  Demonstrate some simple knowledge and understanding of some religious beliefs and 
practices and know the name of some sources of wisdom  

 Demonstrate some understanding that religions have different ideas and their followers 
do different things to show this  

 Express a simple opinion on matters of religion or belief using everyday language, 

recognizing others might have different views 

2  Demonstrate limited knowledge and understanding of some beliefs and practices, with 

simple reference to sources of wisdom and authority 
 Demonstrate some understanding of different views and practices between religions 

 Express an opinion on matters of religion or belief using everyday language, recognizing 
others might have different views 

3  Demonstrate some relevant knowledge and understanding of some beliefs and practices, 

with limited reference to sources of wisdom and authority 
 Demonstrate some understanding of different views and practices between religions 

 Express own opinion and present two different views on matters of religion or belief, 



including some keywords 

4  Demonstrate generally sound knowledge and understanding of a range of beliefs and 

practices, with some reference to sources of wisdom and authority  
 Demonstrate some understanding of different  views and practices within and between 

religions or beliefs 

 Construct a reasoned point of view on matters of religion or belief, based on some 
evaluation of different perspectives, and using some specialist keywords 

5  Demonstrate mostly accurate knowledge and understanding of a widening range of 
beliefs and practices, with reference to sources of wisdom and authority 

 Demonstrate sound understanding of both shared and contrasting views and practices 
within and between religions or beliefs 

 Construct a reasoned point of view on matters of religion or belief based on some 
analysis and evaluation of different perspectives, and attempting to use accurate 

specialist vocabulary 

6  Demonstrate accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of a wide range of 
beliefs and practices, with selected references to sources of wisdom and authority 

 Demonstrate detailed understanding of both common and divergent views and practices 
within and between religions or belief systems 

 Construct a fairly convincing argument on matters of religion or belief, based on analysis 
and evaluation of different perspectives, and using accurate specialist vocabulary 

7  Demonstrate accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of a wide range of 

beliefs and practices, with selected references to sources of wisdom and authority 
 Demonstrate detailed understanding of both common and divergent views and practices 

within and between religions or belief systems, making links between these and 
competing sources of authority 

 Construct a fairly convincing argument on matters of religion or belief, based on critical 
analysis and evaluation of different perspectives, and using accurate specialist 

terminology 

8  Demonstrate relevant and comprehensive knowledge and understanding of a wide range 

of beliefs and practices, with well-integrated and selected references to sources of 



wisdom and authority 
 Demonstrate detailed understanding of both common and divergent views and practices 

within and between religions or belief systems, explaining the links between these and 
competing sources of authority 

 Construct a sustained and convincing argument on matters of religion or belief, based on 
critical analysis and evaluation of different perspectives – including a considered 

personal one – and using accurate specialist terminology 

 

9  Demonstrate relevant and extensive knowledge and understanding of a complete range 

of beliefs and practices, with many well-integrated and carefully selected references to 
sources of wisdom and authority 

 Demonstrate detailed and empathetic understanding of both common and divergent 
views and practices within and between religions or belief systems, along with accurate 

knowledge of the competing wisdoms/authorities which lead to division or variation  

 Construct a sustained and convincing argument on matters of religion or belief, based on 

critical analysis and evaluation of different perspectives, and using accurate specialist 

terminology and including fully justified personal reflections 

Curriculum Opportunities English: Students are writing to describe and explain. They will argue for and against given statements deciding whether the arguments are 
strong or weak to reach a justified conclusion 

Science: Students study the creation of the world which can be linked to evolution and the Big Bang 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

-Lesson 4 (Life after death) 

-Lesson 7 (Jesus’ resurrection) 

-Lessons 11 and 12 students are completing practice exam questions based on the unit Christian beliefs  

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 



  

Key Vocabulary Omnipotence, Benevolence, Just, Trinity, Creation, Incarnation, Crucifixion, Resurrection, Ascension, Afterlife, Judgment, 
Heaven, Hell, Sin, Salvation 

Wider Reading -Religious Studies Specification A: Lesley Parry, Jan Hayes and Shiela Butler  
-All information and resources are provided with each individual lesson  

Teacher Notes Students should be aware that Christianity is one of the diverse religious traditions and beliefs in Great Britain today and that the main 
religious tradition in Great Britain is Christianity. 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 1 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe key Christian beliefs 
on the nature of God 

2. Processing 

Explain how beliefs about 
God might influence 
Christians today  

3. Applying 

Evaluate the problem of evil 
and suffering  

Bell task  

What do you know?  What are the main Christian beliefs? 

Learning toolbox  

-What words would a religious believer use to describe 
God?   

-Students will match key words to correct definitions  

-View the parable of the prodigal son and discuss  

-How beliefs about God influences Christians (bronze, 
silver, gold) activity 

-View the problem of evil and suffering using the power 
point and media clip 

-Students to explain the problem using examples of evils 
that God should have prevented  

-Study solutions to evil and suffering  

 

Maps: None 

Caps:  White and black  

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Matching exercise 

 

-Explanation of the problem of 
evil and solutions  

 

-Bronze, silver, gold activity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Omnipotence 

Benevolence 

Justice  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
Christian beliefs about 
God  



Plenary  

Explain two developed solutions to the problem of evil and 
suffering  

 
Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 2 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe what we can learn 
about God from the Nicene 
Creed 

 

2.Processing 

Explain the Christian belief in 
the Trinity  

 

3.Applying 

Evaluate images to represent 
the Trinity  

 

Bell task  

Students will describe what they see in the image  

Learning toolbox  

-Read Nicene Creed and produce a circle map to record the 
key beliefs found within it 

-Explain the Christian belief in the Trinity using the power 
point, media clip and images.  Differentiated activity to 
follow 

 

Maps: Circle  

Caps: White 

Habits of the mind: Be persistent and be clear  

 

Plenary  

Students to study the images of the Trinity.  They should 
choose an image and explain how this image might be used 
to explain the Christian belief in the Trinity  

 

 -Circle map describing the 
Nicene Creed 

 

-Differentiated activity on the 
Trinity  

 

-Explanation of the Trinity image  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Trinity images  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

-Oneness of God  

-Trinity  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project  

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
Christian beliefs in the 
oneness of God via the 
Trinity  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 3 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe Christian beliefs 
about creation  

 

Bell task  

How do you believe that the world was created? 

Learning toolbox  

-View the media clip which explains the creation story 
according to Genesis.  Discussion followed by differentiated 
activity 

 -Differentiated activity on the 
Genesis creation story  

 

-Exam question on how a belief 
that God created the world 
influences Christians  

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will be writing to 



2.Processing 

Explain the importance of 
Genesis and different 
interpretations  

 

3.Applying 

Evaluate whether the world 
was created according to 
Genesis  

 

-Discuss the importance of the Genesis creation story  

-Students to explain how a Christian belief that God created 
the world would influence the life of a Christian (possible 
exam question).   

-View the different interpretations of the Genesis creation 
story.  Discussion 

 

Maps: None 

Caps: White, yellow, black and red  

Habits of the mind: Be clear  

 

Plenary  

Do you agree that God created the world according to 
Genesis?  Differentiated activity  

 

-Opinion question (plenary) 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

describe, explain and will 
argue a personal opinion  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Exploration of 
Christian beliefs on the 
creation of the world  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 4 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe what Christians 
believe about the afterlife  

 

2.Processing 

Explain how a belief in the 
afterlife influences the lives of 
Christians  

 

3.Applying 

Evaluate whether life after 
death exists 

Bell task  

Do you believe in the afterlife?  Give reasons for your 
opinion  

Learning toolbox  

-Discuss Christian beliefs about the afterlife.  Students will 
describe the key beliefs using specific vocabulary 

-Students to produce a circle map on how a belief in the 
afterlife influences Christians  

-Students will begin planning their 12 mark exam question 
on ‘Life after death exists.’ PAIR marking  

 

Maps: Circle  

Caps: White, yellow, black and red  

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Completion of 12 mark exam question  

 -Explanation of Christian beliefs 
about the afterlife  

 

-Circle map 

 

-12 mark exam question  

 

-Discussion and questioning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Writing frames  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will be 
evaluating different points 
of view and reaching a 
justified conclusion 

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

-PAIR marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project  



 
SMSC:  

Spiritual: Christian beliefs 
about the afterlife  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 5 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe the incarnation of 
Jesus  

 

2.Processing 

Explain and compare 
Matthew and Luke’s accounts 
of the incarnation of Jesus  

 

3.Applying 

Evaluate how the incarnation 
of Jesus can help Christians 
to understand the Trinity  

Bell task  

PAIR marking response in green pen  

Learning toolbox  

-Students to recall what they remember about the Christmas 
story 

-Using the media clip and power point students to define 
what is meant by the incarnation and state Christian beliefs 
about the incarnation  

-Read and annotate the accounts of the incarnation of 
Jesus in the book of Matthew and Luke.  Students will 
discuss the similarities and differences between the two 
birth accounts.  Differentiated activity. 

 

Maps: None  

Caps: White  

Habits of the mind: Be persistent and be clear 

 

Plenary  

How does the incarnation of Jesus help Christians to 
understand the Trinity? 

-Green pen responses 

 

-Explanation of the incarnation  

 

-Differentiated activity  

 

-Plenary task  

 

-Discussion and questioning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key word: Incarnation  

Students will be 
comparing and 
contrasting two Biblical 
accounts  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC: 

Spiritual: exploration of 
Christian beliefs in the 
incarnation   

Misconceptions:  

Students find the 
incarnation a difficult 
concept to understand 
especially linking the 
incarnation to the Trinity  



Lesson 6 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe what happened at 
the crucifixion of Jesus  

 

2.Processing 

Explain why the crucifixion is 
important to Christians  

 

3.Applying 

Evaluate how the crucifixion 
of Jesus influences Christians  

Bell task  

Recall what is meant by the incarnation of Jesus.  What are 
the similarities and differences between the two birth 
accounts? 

Learning toolbox  

-View the media clip on the crucifixion of Jesus.  
Differentiated activity in conjunction with student data. 
Feedback and discussion 

-Discuss the importance of the crucifixion of Jesus.  Record 
main reasons in bubble map  

-View some exam answers and decide what marks should 
be awarded and how the answers could be improved  

 

Maps: Bubble  

Caps: White  

Habits of the mind: Use every sense and think about your 
thinking  

 

Plenary  

Explain two ways in which the crucifixion influences 
Christians today  

  

- 

-Recall (bell task) 

 

-Differentiated activity on the 
crucifixion story  

 

-Bubble map  

 

-Exam answers advice 

 

-Explanation of how the 
crucifixion influences Christians  

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key words: crucifixion, 
forgiveness, sins and 
repentance  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project  

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
Christian beliefs about 
the crucifixion  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 7 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe what happened at 
the resurrection of Jesus  

 

2.Processing 

Explain arguments for and 
against the resurrection of 
Jesus  

Bell task  

What happened after the crucifixion of Jesus?  Describe 
what happened.  What do you know? 

Learning toolbox  

-View the resurrection of Jesus media clip.  During clip 
students to make notes within a circle map. Students to 
write an account of what happened.  Following discussion 
students to add extra information in green that they have not 
included in their explanations.  

-Group task: students to devise arguments for and against 
the resurrection of Jesus taking place.  Feedback and 
discussion. Students to add extra arguments following 

 -Circle maps  

 

-Description of the resurrection of 
Jesus  

 

-Group work 

 

-12 mark exam question  

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key word: resurrection 

Students will be 
evaluating a statement 
and will be devising 
arguments for and 
against 



 

3.Applying 

Evaluate whether the 
resurrection is the most 
important belief for Christians  

 

discussion in green pen. 

 

Maps: Circle  

Caps: White, yellow, black and red  

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

12 mark exam question: ‘The resurrection of Jesus is the 
most important belief for Christians.’ 

-Questioning and discussion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

-PAIR marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project  

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
Christian beliefs in the 
resurrection  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 8 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe how a belief in 
resurrection influences 
Christians today  

 

2.Processing 

Explain what happened at the 
ascension of Jesus  

 

3.Applying 

Evaluate the significance of 
the ascension  

 

Bell task  

PAIR marking response in green pen  

Learning toolbox  

-View model answer of a 12 mark exam question.  Students 
to make further amendments to their PAIR marking 
response  

-Students to produce a bubble map on how a belief in the 
resurrection might influence Christians today.  Feedback 
and discussion.  Students to add ideas in green onto their 
circle maps  

-Watch the media clip to show the ascension of Jesus.  
Differentiated activity.  How else might the final 
disappearance of Jesus be explained? 

-Discuss the significance of the ascension to Christians  

 

Maps: Bubble 

Caps: White  

Habits of the mind: Be persistent and be clear  

 

-Green pen response 

 

-Bubble maps  

 

-Differentiated activity on the 
ascension  

 

-Explanation on the importance of 
the ascension  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key word: ascension  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project  

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
the ascension  

Misconceptions:  

None  



Plenary  

Explain the significance of Jesus’ ascension to Christians  

Lesson 9 

 

1.Gathering. 

Define the meaning of the 
word sin and give examples 
of sins  

 

2.Processing 

Explain the origins of original 
sin  

 

3.Applying 

Evaluate Christian teachings 
on the means of salvation  

 

Bell task  

Define the meaning of the words sin, original sin, law, grace 
and holy spirit. 

Learning toolbox  

-Define key words from bell task  

-Students to produce a circle map of examples of sins.  
Extra examples to be added in green following power point. 

-View the media clip which explains the fall of Adam and 
Eve and original sin.  Differentiated activity to be completed 
individually  

-Discuss the term salvation and the two main Christian 
ideas about how salvation can come about i.e. through 
good works and through grace.  Students to answer 
possible exam question: Explain two Christian teachings 
about the means of salvation.  Peer assess 

 

Maps: Circle 

Caps: White and red  

Habits of the mind: Be clear  

 

Plenary  

‘As nobody is perfect it is impossible not to sin.’ 

-Key words definitions 

 

-Circle map 

 

-Differentiated activity about 
original sin  

 

-Exam question on the means of 
salvation  

 

-Plenary question on whether it is 
impossible not to sin 

 

-Discussion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key words: Sin, original 
sin, law, grace and holy 
spirit  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project  

SMSC:  

Spiritual: respect for 
Christian beliefs  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 10 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe the role of Jesus in 

Bell task  

Recall the origins and meaning of sin  

Learning toolbox  

-Discuss how Jesus’ life, death and resurrection had a 
crucial role to play in God’s plan for salvation.  View 

-Recall activity  

 

-Description of the role of Jesus 
in salvation  

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 



salvation  

 

2.Processing 

Explain Christian beliefs 
about atonement  

 

3.Applying 

Evaluate whether salvation is 
the greatest gift to humans  

quotation from Romans 6 verse 23 and what this shows 
about salvation.   

-Study the concept of atonement completing the 
differentiated task.  Teach students how to remember the 
concept of atonement using power point 

-12 mark exam question on salvation. Students to plan and 
answer question using the arguments which must be sorted.   

 

Maps: None 

Caps: White, yellow and black  

Habits of the mind: Be clear  

 

Plenary  

Give two reasons why the death and resurrection of Jesus 
is important to Christians  

 

-Differentiated activity on 
atonement  

 

-12 mark exam question  

 

-Questioning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

opportunities 

Atonement, salvation and 
resurrection are the key 
terms. 

Students are evaluating a 
statement in order to 
reach a justified 
conclusion  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project  

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
Christian beliefs  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 11 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe how to score 
maximum marks in GCSE 
examinations  

 

2.Processing 

Explain answers to GCSE 
exam questions  

 

Bell task  

How do you score maximum marks in GCSE examinations? 

Learning toolbox  

-Using the power point take students through how to gain 
maximum marks in 1 mark, 2 mark, 4 mark, 5 mark and 12 
mark exam questions using model examples to demonstrate 
what the students must do  

-Students to answer practice exam questions  

 

Maps: None 

Caps:  White 

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

 -Exam question practice  

 

-Self-assessment  

 

-Questioning and discussion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will be 
describing, explaining 
and evaluating  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

-Practice questions to 



3.Applying 

Evaluate completed exam 
questions  

 

Plenary  

Students to self-assess completed questions using mark 
scheme  

 mark and grade 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project  

SMSC:  

Spiritual; exploration of 
Christian beliefs  

Misconceptions:  

Will be evident when 
practice questions are 
marked 

Lesson 12 

 

1.Gathering. 

Describe how to gain 
maximum marks in GCSE 
exam questions  

 

2.Processing 

Explain answers to possible 
exam questions  

 

3.Applying 

Evaluate completed exam 
questions via self-assessment  

Bell task  

Recall how to score maximum marks in GCSE examinations 
(circle map)  

Learning toolbox  

-Discussion on how maximum marks are gained in GCSE 
examinations  

-Students to complete the exam questions individually in 
exam type conditions  

 

Maps: Circle  

Caps: White, yellow, black and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Students to self or peer assess completed exam questions  

-Circle map recall  

 

-Exam questions  

 

-Assessment of exam questions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students are writing to 
describe and explain 

Marking Opportunity:  

-Red pen maintenance 
marking  

-Practice questions to 
mark  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual; exploration of 
Christian beliefs  

Misconceptions:  

Evident once work 



 
marked  


