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Subject: History  

Scheme of Work: Edexcel GCSE History Medicine 1250-present 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) Edexcel  GCSE History 1-9 Medicine 1250-present 

Overview / Context Unit for the new GCSE 1-9 course. Pupils to gain knowledge of the time period and focus upon factors that led to change. Pupils to gain 
insight into exam techniques needs to make progress 

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

Assessment in Surgery through time 

Role of individuals 

How communication and technology influenced change 

 

Curriculum Opportunities   

 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

How had surgery improved during the 1800s? 

Source skill -  

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 
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Key Vocabulary Vilein, medieval, Four Humors, Miasma, Galen Hippocrates, Buboes, Miasma, Victims, Traders, Harvey, blood circulation, renaissance, 
Vesalius, Harvey, Renaissance, Padua, Jenner, cowpox, small pox, Vaccination, Industrial Revolution, Chadwick, sanitation, Pasteur, 
Germs, Microscopes, Koch, vaccine, Chloroform, carbolic acid, Simpson, Lister, Landsteiner, Penicillin, Fleming, The Lancet, Industrial 
Revolution, Chadwick, sanitation 

 

  

  

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 1 

Introduction and overview to 
Medicine in Britain, c1250-
present. 
 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe problems facing 
patients  

2. Processing 

Explain factors why medical 
knowledge was limited 

3. Applying 

  Learning toolbox  

 

Bell task  

 How and why have ideas about the cause of disease and illness, 
and approaches to prevention and treatment, changed over 
time? 

Learning toolbox 

Overview of key features in the development of medicine and 
how these were linked with the key features of society in Britain 
in the periods studied 

Students consider their experiences of illness and medication, 
and when treatments became available, to see how things have 
changed. They then engage in a card sort using the related 
worksheet, before discussing the categories to which the cards 
belong. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

PPT 

Source sheet 

Card sort 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Science and technology, 
role of individual, role of 
luck 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  
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Evaluate which factor most 
important in limiting medical 
technology 

Plenary 

Why was medical knowledge limited 
SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Week 2 

 
 Supernatural and religious 
explanations of the cause of 
disease. 

 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell task  

Look at sources and make inference based upon the images 

 

Learning toolbox 

Students use sources to build an impression of medieval life and 
their explanations of disease. They define key terms, then 
prepare a 'medieval' medical advice leaflet using the related 
worksheet, before considering the influence of Church and 
astrology. 

 
 

Plenary  

How important was the role of the church 

 

 

Resources 

PPT 

Source Sheets 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Vilein, medieval 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

How is religion still 
important for people 
who are sick or ill 
today? 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 3 

● Rational explanations: the 
Theory of the Four Humours and 
the miasma theory; the 
continuing influence of 
Hippocrates and Galen. 

 

 

Bell task  

Read the source- why were barbers chosen as surgeons 

 

Learning toolbox  

The purpose of this lesson is to explain to pupils how 
Medieval societies attempted to combat disease and 
sickness - e.g. simple surgery such as Barber 
Surgeons who worked as barbers but also conducted 

 

Teacher red pen marking as 
students’ complete tasks during 
lesson 

 

Verbal questioning on 
understanding – targeting ability 
ranges 

Resources: 

PPT, Source Sheet, Exam 

Question ( YouTube 
video from Baber 
surgeons by Tony 
Robinson. ) 



 
Subject @ SAA                                                                                                                                                                                 

1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

simple surgery - purging yourself to balance your 
humors and bloodletting for the same reason.  
 

Plenary  

Why were barbers chosen as surgeons? 

 

Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Four Humors, Miasma, 
Galen Hippocrates 

Marking Opportunity:  

Describe early surgery 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Was it right for the 
Church to hold back 
progression - but can 
you understand why 
this was the case? 

 

Week 4 

The believed causes, 
prevention and 
cures of the Black 
Death, 

Bell Task 

Label the symptoms of the Black Death 

 
Learning toolbox  

 

The purpose of this lesson is to link in a case study to 
consolidate Medieval Beliefs about disease, lots of these 
believes causes and cures have already been looked at in 
previous lessons. This is a specific disease for pupils to 
link their knowledge to. 

 

Plenary 

 

How important was the church in causing the spread of the 
Black Death 

 Resources 

PPT, Symptoms Sheet, 
Source Sheet 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Buboes, Miasma, Victims, 
Traders 

Marking Opportunity:  

How did survivors of Black 
Death prosper? 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

What other Plagues / 
epidemics exist today 
e.g. Ebola. 
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Week 5 

learn about Vesalius 
and how he 
disproved Galen and 
Ancient ideas about 
medicine. 
 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell Task 
 
Recall of 5 days of Black Death 
 
Learning toolbox  

The purpose of this lesson is to show pupils how changes 
in medical treatment, cures and prevention were able to 
happen and be utilized by significant individuals, such as 
Vesalius. Pupils to conduct literacy relay or gathering 
information about Vesalius to then explain how he 
impacted upon medicine and how he used other 
innovations during this era to help him.  
Plenary 
Explain how Vesalius helped change ideas about the 
Human body and why this was important. 

 

 

Resources 

Starter sheet, PPT, 
Information sheet 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Harvey, blood circulation, 
renaissance 

Marking Opportunity:  

How important was 
Vesalius in medical 
development 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

Was Vesalius right to 
dissect dead bodies? 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 5 

Learn how Harvey 
disproved Ancient 
ideas which had 
continued 
throughout the 
centuries. 
 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

Bell Task 
How important was the printing press during the 
Renaissance? 
 
Learning toolbox  

The purpose of this lesson is to show pupils how changes 
in medical treatment, cures and prevention were able to 
happen and be utilized by significant individuals, such as 
Harvey/ Pupils could have a comparison worksheet to 
compare Vesalius and Harvey together - good you tube 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Comparison sheet, PPT and 
exam question 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Vesalius, Harvey, 
Renaissance, Padua 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  
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3. Applying 

videos and bite size Medicine documentary to introduce 
Harvey.  
Plenary 
Explain who was more important to changing medical 
ideas, Vesalius or Harvey? 

  

SMSC:  

How has Harvey's 
discovery been advanced 
in Britain since the 
Renaissance? 

 

Week 6 

Learn about the 
world's first 
Vaccination. 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell Task 

 
 

Learning toolbox  

The purpose of this lesson (Case study) is to explain to 
pupils how Edward Jenner discovered the world’s first 
vaccination to the smallpox virus. The importance of this 
in terms of medicine and how Jenner’s discovery has 
impacted upon medicine over time.  The purpose of this 
lesson (Case study) is to explain to pupils how Edward 
Jenner discovered the world’s first vaccination to the 
smallpox virus.  

Plenary 

The importance of this in terms of medicine and how 
Jenner’s discovery has impacted upon medicine over 
time.  

 

 

Resources 

PPT, Information Sheet with 
questions 

Past Paper 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Jenner, cowpox, small pox, 
Vaccination 

Marking Opportunity:  

Past Paper Question 2013 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

Why do some people find 
it hard to believe one 
person? & not the masses. 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 
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Week 7 

Learn about 
conditions in 19th 
C Britain and the 
1848 Public Health 
Act. 
 

1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

Bell Task 
 

Learning toolbox  

The purpose of this lesson is to explain to pupils the 
horrendous living conditions in 19th C Britain e.g. Back 
to back housing / poverty line / lack of sewer system 
and how the 1848 Health Act attempted to resolve these 
issues. + its overall failure  
 

Plenary 

Explain how conditions in 19th Century Britain led to 
sickness.  OR explain why the 1848 public Health Act 
failed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

PPT, Source Sheet with 
images, Information Sheet 
and table 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Industrial Revolution, 
Chadwick, sanitation 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Where else n the world do 
people still live in these 
conditions? 
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Week 8 

To learn about the 
Significance of 
John Snow 

Bell Task 

Recall Sheet on Previous lesson – Key Words 

 

Learning toolbox  

 

the purpose of this lesson is to show how terrible living 
conditions in 19th C England led to the Cholera Epidemic 
and how lack of knowledge of germs helped fuel this. 
Pupils will explain John snows discovery that cholera 
was spread through dirty water. Pupils can use the 
interactive lesson to solve a murder mystery. 

Plenary 

 Explain the significance of John Snow and how his 
discovery helped further medical knowledge.   

 Resources: 

PPT, Exam Question, 
Information Sheet with 
questions 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Cholera, John Snow, 
Brewery, epidemic 

Marking Opportunity:  

Describe the importance of 
John Snow 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Where does Cholera still 
exist today and who does 
it affect? 

Week 9 

Learn about the 
Germ Theory, 

Bell Task 

Why was cholera able to spread throughout Britain 
Learning toolbox  

 

the purpose of this lesson is to explain to pupils how 
germs were finally linked to the cause of disease.  Before 
this however, pupils must gain an understanding of 
spontaneous generation (The idea that germs just 
sprang into existence) - pupils will understand why this 
was so important  

Plenary 

 why Louis Pasteur was able to gain the title the 
'Grandfather of modern Medicine'. 

 Resources: 

PPT, Information sheet 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Pasteur, Germs, Microscopes, 
Koch, vaccine 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

How did a French 
scientist impact upon 
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medical knowledge in 
Britain? 

 

Week 10 

Learn how 
Simpson and 
Lister contributed 
to changes in 
surgery. 

Bell Task 

Compare images of surgery in 1700 and 1900s – name 
differences 
Learning toolbox  

 

The purpose of this lesson is to inform pupils about the 
problems with surgery such as pain, infection and 
bleeding. Pupils will learn how Lister used carbolic acid 
to get rid of the problem of infection whereas Simpson 
used Chloroform to help solve the problem of pain. 

 

Plenary 

How had surgery changed between the 1700 and 1900s 

Explain wo was more significant 
to the advancements in surgery 
Simpson or Lister. OR Explain 
how surgery changed between 
Medieval and 19th Century. 

Resources: 

PPT 

Exam Question 2013 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Chloroform, carbolic acid, 
Simpson, Lister, Landsteiner 

Marking Opportunity:  

Past Paper question 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

How surgery has changed 
since discussion. 
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Week 11 

Learn about the 
discovery of 
Penicillin 

Bell Task 

Recap on 3 problems of surgery 

Learning toolbox  

 

The purpose of this lesson is to focus upon more of the 
chemical scientific advancements as we move into the 
20th Century. Pupils will need to know who Fleming was 
and how he discovered Penicillin. Pupils must 
understand why this was an important discovery and 
how it was a change. 

Plenary 

How was technology and science a massive factor in its 
discovery. 

 Resources: 

PPT, information Sheet 

Exam Question 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Penicillin, Fleming, The 
Lancet 

Marking Opportunity:  

Past Paper Question 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC: How did society at 
this time reach to such 
significant chamical or 
technological 
developments? 

Week 12 

learn about the 
involvement of 
Florey and Chain. 

Bell Task 

How has luck played a role in medial development 
Learning toolbox  

 

The purpose of this lesson is to develop pupil’s 
knowledge upon the development of Penicillin. The 
different factors involved in this such as Florey and 
Chains input plus the backing of the USA Government 
funding - the assistance though the second world war. 

 

Plenary 

Who or what helped the most in the development of 
antibiotics? 

 Resources: 

Textbook 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Fleming, Penicillin, Flory & 
Chain, subsidy, antibiotic 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

 

SMSC:  

 

Was Fleming right to 
claim all the fame for 
discovering Penicillin? 
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Week 13 
 

How peoples' 
knowledge of 
medicine impacted 
upon how they 
lived their lives 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell Task 

How had antibiotics helped medicine? 

 
Learning toolbox  

 

The purpose of this lesson is to show pupils how due to a 
much more advanced medical knowledge and with 
developments of new technology the people of Britain 
started to change the way they lived in order to live 
longer and healthier lives. E.g. healthy eating - stop 
smoking -  exercise etc.  This lesson also look at lung 
cancer. 

 

Plenary 

 

 

Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

Why does Britain still 
have smoking and obesity 
problems if people know 
it is so unhealthy? 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 14 
 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

Bell Task 

 
Learning toolbox  

 

The purpose of this lesson is to explain to pupils how 
due to developments of technology such as the electron 
microscope DNA was discovered- Thus proving that 
disease and illness was not always from lifestyle choices 
or sickness but people could become ill due to their 
heritage e.g. heart conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Do you think society 
accepted these 
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discoveries more than 
they did discoveries in the 
19thc? 

 

Week 15 

How different 
factors during the 
C20 have helped 
the development 
of the NHS. 

 
Learning toolbox  

 

The purpose of this lesson is to show pupils have the 
development of the NHS has impacted upon the health of 
the British people - the services it offers but also the 
problems associated with it today. 

  

Resources: 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Why does the NHS get a 
lot of bed press? 
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Week 16 

How 
developments in  
technology during 
the C20 have 
improved the 
health and 
mortality of the 
British public. 

 
Learning toolbox  

 

The purpose of this lesson is to show pupils how far we 
have come over the past 800 years in terms of medical 
knowledge but also prevention / surgery / and 
treatment of sickness. Through studying such 
innovations as keyhole surgery - heart transplants - 
scans and medical advice. 

 Resources: 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Is it right to be extending 
people’s lives as much as 
we have, how far can or 
should we go? 

    


