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History  

Scheme of Work: Year 8 History -Titanic 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s)  

Overview / Context  

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

 

 

Curriculum Opportunities   

 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary  

 

 

Wider Reading   
 
 

Teacher Notes  
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The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 1 What happened to the 
Titanic on its maiden voyage? 

 

 
1. Gathering. 

Recall some of the key events in the 
Titanic disaster 

 

2. Processing 

Explain some of the key events in 
the Titanic’s maiden voyage 

3. Applying 

identify the key dates and events in 
the Titanic’s maiden voyage 

Bell Task: Prior knowledge check - what do we already know about 
the Titanic? Can be done as discussion/mind map. 
Learning Toolbox: Activity 1: Pupils are put into groups of 3/4 - 10 
sections of the story to be divided up – sequence then read and pupils 
have to memories their sections through images. 3 minutes to then re-
cap the story as a group.  
Activity 2: One group (could be chosen or volunteered) must recap the 
story to the rest of the group – rest of the class can listen out and at the 
end add in bits that were missing.   

Plenary: Choose 5 of the key events to plot onto a timeline – can give 
first/last if necessary.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

- PPT 
- Voyage script 
 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

- Maiden voyage 

- Titanic 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  
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Lesson 2&3  What does 
the Titanic disaster tell us 
about life in Edwardian 
England? (2 lessons) 
 

1. Gathering. 
Identify key features of life in 
Edwardian England 

 

2. Processing 

Infer links between the Titanic 
disaster and Edwardian life 

3. Applying 

Evaluate the role that class system 
played in the disaster 
 

Bell Task: Selection of images on the board – pupils must relate the 
images to a key event in the Titanic’s maiden voyage.  
Learning Toolbox: Activity 1: Carousel of images – pupils fill in table of 
what it tells us about life in EE – focus on class system etc.  

Plenary: Pupils think of 2/3 (can be differentiated) similarities and 
differences between life in Edwardian England/life now – categories 
could be given e.g. clothing. 

 

 

Resources 

- PPT 
- Edwardian images 

- Research sheet 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

- Edwardian Era 
- Class system 

Marking Opportunity 

Recall/Homework:  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 4  Why was the Titanic the 
most luxurious liner of its time? 

 
1. Gathering. 

Identify some of the luxurious 
features on the Titanic 

2. Processing 

Explain the differences between 
the first class and third class 
facilities 

3. Applying 

Evaluate how the class system 
meant the third class were most 
affected by the disaster 

Bell Task: How many words can you make out of ‘Edwardian Era’ – 2 
minutes to create list, can use to re-cap EE. 
Learning Toolbox Create a poster advertising the Titanic – must focus 
on the luxurious features in order to sell tickets – criteria on PPT.  Other 
options available – could make an advert to be acted out etc. Lots of 
worksheets of luxury features available – both on the system and paper 
copies. 
Plenary: Peer marked sheets using check list e.g. price of a ticket, all of 
the luxurious features.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

- PPT 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

- Turkish baths 
- Grand staircase 

- First class 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  
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Lesson 5  What factors caused 
the Titanic to sink? 

 
1. Gathering. 

Name  the main reasons for the 
Titanic Disaster 

2. Processing 

Classify the main factors   

3. Applying 

 Evaluate on which factor was the 
most important 

Bell Task: Imagine a car crash – who could be at fault and why? Go 
through possibilities e.g. driver, manufacturer, weather. 
 
Learning Toolbox Each pupil needs an a3 piece of paper – to be divided 
into 4 sections, each with a heading e.g. reasons why people died. 
Causes need to be cut out and stuck down into the correct heading, 
with a sentence explaining why underneath. Resources not on the 
system but paper copies available.  

Plenary: What was the main factor? Create a diamond 9 of the causes 
of the disaster/deaths. 

 

 

Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 6  Who was to 
blame for the Titanic 
disaster? 

 
1. Gathering. 

Recall the Titanic disaster and 
who could be blamed 

2. Processing 
Explain who was the most 
responsible for the disaster 

3. Applying 

Evaluate  links between the 
factors to determine who was 
responsible overall 

Bell Task Image starter – several images on board relating to items 
found on the Titanic wreckage – pupils have to work out what links the 
items. Can be done individually/paired/grouped.  
Learning Toolbox Worksheet – who could be blamed and why? Sheet 
with details of captain/crew, Bruce Ismay etc and questions of how 
they can be seen as responsible. Extension questions available on 
sheet. Who was the most responsible? Using new knowledge, pupils 
are given a person to argue is the most responsible. Table debate 
putting forward their case and then vote.  

Plenary: Who do the class think is most responsible? Targeted 
questioning for justifications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

- PPT 

- Worksheet 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

- Bruce Ismay  
- Thomas Andrews 
- Captain Smith 

- Harland & Wolff 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  
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SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Lesson 6  Assessment: Who 
was to blame for the Titanic 
disaster 

 
1. Gathering. 

Recall the Titanic disaster and 
who could be blamed 

 

2. Processing 

Compare different causes that 
can be blamed for the disaster 

3. Applying 

 Evaluate which factor was 
most important 

Bell task  

Recall of Key facts surrounding the disaster 

 

Learning toolbox 

Several frameworks which can be used depending on preference/class 
ability. Source based assessment – re-cap the details of the Titanic, 
identify & explain why each key figure could be held responsible (with 
back up from the sources), overall reasoned conclusion on who was 
most responsible. 

 

Plenary  

 

 

Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 7 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

Bell task  

 

 

Learning toolbox  

 
 

Plenary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  
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SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Lesson 8 
 

1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell task  

 

 

Learning toolbox 

 
 

Plenary  

 

 

Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 9 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

Bell task  

 

 

Learning toolbox  

 
 

Plenary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  



 
Subject @ SAA                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Lesson 10 
 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell task  

 

 

Learning toolbox 

 
 

Plenary  

 

 

Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 


