
Subject: Religious Education   

Scheme of Work: (Year 8) 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) Should we commemorate the Holocaust? 

Overview / Context This unit provides students with an opportunity to understand and explore the Jewish community and religious life prior to, during and after 
the Holocaust. Students will understand why this was such a momentous and defining event for the Jewish people. 

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

0 -Match the key words Holocaust, Judaism and Hope to their correct definitions 
-State what you find interesting or puzzling about the Holocaust. 
-Describe how you felt about this topic.  Do you have any personal experiences you would like to share in relation to 
this unit?   

1L -State three different categories / types of Jewish people  
-Retell what life was like for Jewish people before World War II 
-Do you think we should learn about the Jewish faith? State a personal opinion using simple reasons  
-State definitions of the key words: Chosen people, concentration camp and Nazi regime  
-How did Jewish people show that their religion was important before World War II? 

1M -Describe Jewish beliefs about Abraham and why he is important to the Jewish religion  
-List questions you would like to ask about the unit we have studied on the Holocaust  

1H -Describe some of the beliefs and practices of the religion Judaism 
-Interpret the meaning of the quotation: ‘To forget a Holocaust is to kill twice.’ (Elie Wiesal – Holocaust survivor) 
-Do you believe that Jewish life stopped after Crystal Night?  Describe a personal opinion using believable reasons 

2L -Describe why the Holocaust might not have been important to some people  
-Why might non-religious people argue that the Holocaust should be remembered  
-‘It was better to be a bystander rather than a rescuer during the Holocaust.’  State arguments for and against this 
statement  

2M -Describe two Holocaust testimonies from the testimonies watched or studied 

-Describe how the words and accounts of Holocaust survivors can have an impact on the lives of people  

2H -‘We should never forget about the Holocaust.’ Or ‘The Holocaust is the most important event in history.’ State 
simple written arguments for and against the statement using some religious reasons  
-Refer to sacred writings in your answer 



-Write a simple conclusion.  Do you think Russell Brand should be the face of Hare Krishna?  Would this image be 
accepted globally? 

3L -Interpret the meaning of the quote: “And to them will I give in my house and within my walls a memorial and a name 
(a ‘yad vashem’) that shall not be cut off.” Isaiah 56:5  

-Explain Christian and Jewish responses towards the Holocaust  

-Explain the similarities and differences between Christian and Jewish responses towards the Holocaust  

3M -Explain the meaning of the quotation: ‘I call God long suffering and patient precisely because he permits evil in the 
world.  I know that he has no evil in him yet there is evil, he is the author of it yet untouched by it.’ Gandhi 

‘God cannot exist when he allowed the holocaust to happen.  Construct arguments for and against the statement. 
Refer to sacred writings in your answer. 

-Write a conclusion using basic reasons. 

3H -Explain what Jewish life was like before the Holocaust in either Newcastle or Krakow. 

-What can we learn about Jewish life before the Holocaust? 

-Would you have been willing to risk your life to help the Jewish people during the holocaust? State three reasons for 
your opinion 

Curriculum Opportunities English: Students will be describing, explaining and evaluating different points of view in order to reach a conclusion. 

Mathematics: statistical information surrounding the holocaust including key dates. 

Art – students will be designing a memorial to commemorate the Holocaust. 

History: students will study the key historical events surrounding the Holocaust 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

-Lesson 2 (there is no reason to learn about religions especially the Jewish faith) 

-Lesson 7 (Bystander v rescuer during the Holocaust) 

-Lessons 11 and 12 (assessment) 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  



Key Vocabulary Judaism, Reform, Orthodox, Neo-Orthodox, Zionism, Chasidic, Covenant, Promised Land, Chosen People, Holocaust, Nazi 
regime, Ghetto, Concentration camps, Extermination, Resilience, Faith, Endurance, Hope, Compassion 

Wider Reading All necessary resources which require reading accompany the power point for each lesson.   
 
 

Teacher Notes This unit builds upon study of Judaism within the Primary curriculum; it may be that an activity to gauge prior learning and understanding is 
needed at the start of this unit of study – using, for example learning investigation questions, such as Who are the Jews? What was the 
Holocaust? How did the Jewish communities rebuild lives after the war?  The unit is built upon the teaching principles and pedagogy of ‘The 
International School For Holocaust Study’ at Yad Vashem; students are to be taken ‘safely in and safely out’ of Holocaust study. It is the 
stories of individuals that shall be focused on rather than the horrors and the statistics.  The unit does focus solely on the Holocaust as it 
was experienced by the Jews: it does not consider the impact on other communities affected nor does it involve a wider study of genocide 
although there may be opportunity to research this (and the extent to which the Holocaust may be considered a genocide like any other). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lesson 1 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the story of 
Abraham and his importance 
to the Jewish religion  

2. Processing 

Explain some of the beliefs 
and practices of Judaism  

3. Applying 

Evaluate learning and devise 
questions you would like to 
ask about Judaism  

Bell task  

What do you know about Judaism? Bubble map  

Learning toolbox  

-Watch the media clip which shows the story of Abraham.  
Discuss.  Students to complete the differentiated tasks to 
describe the story of Abraham and his importance to 
Judaism.   

-Using the power point go through the main beliefs and 
practices of Judaism. Students to record key facts within 
circle map. Discussion and questioning  

 

Maps: Circle  

Caps: White 

Habits of the mind: Be clear  

 

Plenary  

List questions you would like to ask about Judaism  

-Observation  

 

-Differentiated activity 

 

-Questions asked in the plenary  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

  

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will be working 
on the skill of taking 
notes  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Jewish beliefs 
and practices  

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 2 

 
1. Gathering 

Describe the different 
categories of being Jewish  

2. Processing 

Explain the contribution of the 
Jewish community to wider 
society  

Bell task  

Display images of famous Jews.  Who are they and what do 
they have in common? 

Learning toolbox  

-Introduce and describe the different types of Jews or 
categories of Jews.  Students to produce a bubble map to 
show the different categories of being Jewish. What are the 
differences between these groups? 

-Read the article about the contribution of Jewish people to 
wider society for example entertainment, music and 

-Observation  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Differentiated task based on the 
article 

Resources: 

Power point 

Article on the contribution 
of Jews to wider society 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Religious Jew, maternal 
Jew, convert Jew and 



3. Applying 

Evaluate whether we should 
learn about the Jewish faith  

science.  Differentiated task to explain the contribution 
Jewish people have made to society. 

 

Maps: Bubble map  

Caps: White and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

‘There is no reason to learn about religions, especially the 
Jewish faith.’  Do you agree?  Give reasons for your 
opinion. PAIR Marking activity  

 

-Plenary opinion question  

 

 

political Jew 

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Cultural: diversity within 
Judaism  

Misconceptions:  

None encountered but 
students have little 
knowledge on the 
different categories of 
Jews 

Lesson 3 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the meaning of the 
word Covenant  

2. Processing 

Explain the Bible passages 
where a covenant was made 
with God  

3. Applying 

Evaluate the term chosen 
people and how this affects 
Jews today 

Bell task  

Response to PAIR marking in green pen 

What is a contract?  Can you name different kinds of 
contracts?   

Learning toolbox  

-Feedback from bell task to define the term contract.  Look 
at some examples e.g. home school agreement or a 
marriage contract.  What links each document?   

-Define the meaning of the word ‘Covenant.’  Students to 
define the meaning.  Where else might we hear this word? 

-In pairs or small groups students to unpack using guided 
questions Biblical passages between God and Noah, God 
and Abraham and God and Moses.  Following discussion 
students to complete the differentiated activity. 

-Discuss the term ‘Chosen People.’  Why is this term used 
today?  What pressures might there be attached to this? 

 

Maps: Circle  

-Observation  

 

-Discussion 

 

-Questioning  

 

-Biblical interpretations  

 

-Calligrams  

  

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Contract 

Covenant 

Chosen people  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

-PAIR marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  



Caps: White and black  

Habits of the mind: Be clear  

 

Plenary  

Produce a calligram for the term Chosen People  

Spiritual: Jewish beliefs 
about being the chosen 
people  

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  

Lesson 4 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe what you would see 
in a typical Jewish household 
(1933-1939) 

2. Processing 

Explain what life was like for 
the Jewish community before 
World War II 

3. Applying 

Evaluate what Jewish life was 
like in different parts of the 
UK and other countries before 
WWII 

Bell task  

Recall: What were the agreements that were made between 
God and Noah, Abraham and Moses?   

Learning toolbox  

-Students to watch the video clip and record in a circle map 
what they notice e.g. family life, school and entertainment.   

-Discussion.  What else might students expect to see in a 
typical Jewish household?   

-Students to view the different images of the synagogue, 
Jewish traditions, shops, political movements, theatres, 
music and music halls.  Students to record information onto 
bubble maps 

-Give each group different information about what Jewish 
life was like in either: Newcastle, London, Krakow or 
Munich.  Students will answer specific questions.   

 

  

Maps: Circle and bubble  

Caps: White 

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Explain what Jewish life was like before World War II 

 

-Observation  

 

-Group work 

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Circle and bubble maps  

 

-Plenary explanation  

  

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Images of Jewish life 
before WWII 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students are writing to 
describe and explain  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Cultural 

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  

Lesson 5 

 
1. Gathering. 

Bell task  

What do you know about the Holocaust?  Record key facts 
(bubble map) 

 

-Discussion  

Resources: 

Power point 



Describe what is meant by 
the term Holocaust  

2. Processing 

Explain what life was like for 
Jewish people during the 
Holocaust  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether Jewish life 
stopped after Crystal Night 

Learning toolbox  

-Define the term ‘Holocaust’ using the images and definition  

-Using the media clips and power point information study 
the history of the Holocaust.  How would daily life have been 
affected?  Which event are they most drawn to and why?  
What difference did the Holocaust make to the Jewish 
community?  Jewish life during the holocaust differentiated 
activity.  

 

Maps: Bubble 

Caps: White and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

‘Jewish life stopped after Crystal Night.’  Student response 
with reasons 

 

-Questioning  

  

-Jewish life during the Holocaust 
activity  

 

-Crystal night opinion question  

 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Moral: recognition of how 
wrongful the events of 
the Holocaust were 

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  

Lesson 6 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe what questions you 
would like to ask a Holocaust 
survivor 

2. Processing 

Explain the testimony of a 
Holocaust survivor  

3. Applying 

Evaluate thoughts and 
feelings in relation to the 
Holocaust survivors 

Bell task  

Summarize the Holocaust in 30 words  

Learning toolbox  

-Students to list questions they would like to ask a 
Holocaust survivor if they were to meet one  

-Watch two Holocaust survivor’s testimonies.  Discussion.  
Thoughts and feelings to be shared.   

-Paired work; each pair to be given a testimony of a different 
Holocaust survivor.  Read and annotate the testimony.  
Differentiated activity. 

  

Maps: None  

Caps: White and red 

Habits of the mind: Be persistent  

 

Plenary  

Students to record their thoughts and feelings in relation to 

-Observation  

 

-Paired work 

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

  

-Holocaust survivor differentiated 
task 

-Plenary activity  

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will be 
developing the skill of 
empathy 

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: learning about 
others and exploring 



the Holocaust survivors learned about in today’s lesson   feelings and values  

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  

Lesson 7 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the liberation of the 
camps when the Holocaust 
ended  

2. Processing 

Explain the images on Jewish 
liberation  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether it was 
better to be a bystander or a 
rescuer during the Holocaust  

Bell task  

Read the liberation extract and answer the questions 

Learning toolbox  

-Discuss with students the liberation of the camps.  Allan 
Chernoff article can be read.  Visit the Yad Vashem website 
which has a number of survivor testimonies about liberation.  
Differentiated activity for students to complete 

-Students will view a variety of images which show the 
liberation of the Jews when the Holocaust ended.  Which 
image are students the most drawn to and why? Students 
will choose one image which they think represents liberation 
and will explain developed reasons for their choice.  
Feedback and discussion  

 

  

Maps: None 

Caps: White, yellow, black and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

PAIR Marking task: ‘It was better to be a bystander rather 
than a rescuer during the Holocaust.’   

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Differentiated activity on 
liberation  

 

-PAIR marking task  

 

-Images choice reasons  

  

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Evaluation question.  
Students will argue 
different points of view 
reaching a justified 
conclusion  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

-PAIR marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Moral: Offering reasoned 
points of view 

Misconceptions:  

Term liberation 

Lesson 8 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the meaning of 
Isaiah 56: 5 

2. Processing 

Bell task  

Green pen response to PAIR marking  

Do you think that the surviving Jews were liberated or 
released?  Give reasons for your opinion 

Learning toolbox  

-Display quotation from Isaiah – students to unpack the 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Yad Vashem activity 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Interpretation of 



Explain the monuments you 
would find at Yad Vashem  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether we should 
commemorate the Holocaust 

meaning of this quote. 

-Students to view the map of Yad Vashem and view the 
gallery of monuments you would find there.  Differentiated 
activity on Yad Vashem 

-Discussion: Are these memorials fitting tributes to those 
who have lost their lives during the Holocaust?   

 

Maps: Circle  

Caps: White, yellow, black and red  

Habits of the mind: Be persistent and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Should we commemorate the Holocaust?   

 

-Quote explanation  

 

-Plenary question  

  

 

 

quotations and writing a 
personal opinion  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: reflecting on the 
events of the Holocaust  

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  

Lesson 9 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe what we mean by a 
memorial  

2. Processing 

Explain how we could 
commemorate the Holocaust 
by designing a memorial 

3. Applying 

Evaluate Holocaust Memorial 
Day  

Bell task  

What is a memorial?  Can you name any memorials? 

Learning toolbox  

-Define the term memorial.  Show students a selection of 
memorials.  Students to choose a favorite memorial and 
must state reasons for their choice.   

-Design a memorial task; students will design an 
appropriate memorial to commemorate the Holocaust 
(differentiated activity) 

-Explain Holocaust Memorial Day using the Holocaust 
Memorial Day Trust website  

 

Maps: None 

Caps: White and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear 

 

Plenary  

Bronze, silver, gold and platinum Holocaust Memorial Day 
activity  

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Memorial design  

 

-Holocaust Memorial Day bronze, 
silver, gold and platinum activity  

  

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Memorial  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: respect towards 
the Jewish people who 
died during the Holocaust  

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  



Lesson 10 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe why some Jewish 
people lost their faith due to 
the Holocaust  

2. Processing 

Explain Jewish responses to 
the Holocaust and Christian 
responses to evil and 
suffering  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether God exists 
when the Holocaust was not 
prevented or stopped  

Bell task  

Why might some Jewish people have lost their faith during 
the holocaust? 

Learning toolbox  

-Media clip to review and remember the main events of the 
Holocaust  

-Students will describe the problem of evil and suffering in 
relation to the Holocaust using the key words omnipotent, 
benevolence and omniscience.  Differentiated activity 

-View Jewish and Christian responses towards the problem 
of evil and suffering linking this to the Holocaust.  What are 
the similarities and differences in the responses?  
Differentiated activity  

 

  

Maps: None 

Caps: White, yellow, black and red 

Habits of the mind: Enjoy yourself, be clear and strive for 
accuracy  

 

Plenary  

12 mark exam practice: Can God exist when the Holocaust 
was not prevented or stopped? 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Problem of evil and suffering 
activity  

-Differentiated tasks on religious 
responses to the Holocaust  

 

-12 mark exam question  

  

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Evaluation question; 
arguing differing views to 
reach a justified 
conclusion  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Moral: ethical question 

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  

Lesson 11 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe topics studied within 
this unit  

2. Processing 

Explain criteria of activities  

3. Applying 

Bell task  

List the topics we have studied within this unit (circle map or 
bubble) 

Learning toolbox  

-Feedback and discussion on the topics we have studied 
within this unit 

-Explain assessment criteria appropriate to the class or 
individuals.  Students to annotate key terms so that students 
understand what is required 

 

-Bell task 

 

-Discussion  

 

-Assessment activities  

  

 

 

Resources: 

Power point  

Assessment criteria 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Assessment activity 
covering a variety of 
literacy skills 



Evaluate learning by 
beginning assessment 
activities  

Maps: Circle or bubble  

Caps:  White, yellow, black and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear, be persistent and strive for 
accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Continuation of assessment activities  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

PAIR Marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: respect for 
Jewish faith  

Misconceptions:  

None 

Lesson 12 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe a personal opinion 
on whether the Holocaust is 
the most important event in 
history  

2. Processing 

Explain answers to 
assessment activity  

3. Applying 

Evaluate unit on affirmation of 
faith  

Bell task  

Do you think that the Holocaust is the most important event 
in History? 

Learning toolbox  

-Feedback and discussion from bell task  

-Students will continue to complete their assessments 

 

Maps: None 

Caps: White, yellow, black and red 

Habits of the mind: Strive for accuracy, be persistent and 
be clear 

 

Plenary  

Student voice questionnaire on this unit to inform planning 
of next unit  

 

-PAIR marking activities  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Student voice questionnaire  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Student voice 
questionnaire  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Completion of 
assessment covering a 
variety of literacy skills 

Marking Opportunity:  

PAIR marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: respect faiths  

Misconceptions:  

Will be evident following 
the marking of 



  

 

 

 assessment  


