
Subject: Religious Education   

Scheme of Work: (Year 7) 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) Where do people go to find affirmation of faith? 

Overview / Context Students have the opportunity to explore the ways in which and places where Christians go to affirm their faith. Students shall be 
encouraged to consider different attitudes towards pilgrimage and the reasons for this.   

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

0 -Match the key words trust, hope and faith to their correct definitions 
-State what you find interesting or puzzling about the topic: Contemporary Images 
-Describe how you felt about this topic.  Do you have any personal experiences you would like to share in relation to 
this unit?   

1L -State three facts about Walsingham  

-Retell the story of how Walsingham became a place of Christian pilgrimage  

-Do you think that conflict is always a bad thing?  State a personal opinion using simple reasons  

-State definitions of the key words: journey, pilgrimage and sacred 

-What do Christian pilgrims do when they visit Walsingham? 

1M -Describe why many Christians will visit Lourdes (Christian beliefs) 

-List questions you would like to ask about any of the pilgrimages we have studied in this unit  

1H -Describe the story of Thomas Becket 

-Interpret the meaning of the Thomas Becket quotation: ‘Better are the blows of a friend can the false kisses of an 
enemy’ 

-‘All pilgrims are tourists and all tourists are pilgrims.’ Describe a personal opinion using believable reasons 

2L -Describe why religious pilgrimages might not be important to non-religious people 

-Why might non-religious people be interested in pilgrimages 

-‘All Christians should go on a pilgrimage.’  State arguments for and against the statement 

2M -Describe two saints within Christianity and why they are important (Aidan and Oswald) 



-How could these saints have an influence on the lives of Christians today? 

2H -Should all Christians have to go on a pilgrimage?  State simple written arguments for and against the statement 
using some religious reasons  
-Refer to sacred writings in your answer 

-Write a simple conclusion.  Do you think that all Christians should have to go on a pilgrimage?   

3L -Interpret the meaning of the Biblical quote about Jerusalem in the Bible: ‘As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so 
the LORD surrounds his people, from this time forth and forevermore’. (Psalm 125:2) 

-Choose two religions from (Christianity, Islam and Judaism).  Explain why Jerusalem is an important place to each 
religion. 

-Explain the similarities and differences between the two religions in why Jerusalem is an important place and what 
they do there 

3M -Interpret the meaning of the Biblical quote about Jerusalem: “I will bless those who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

-Having three religions that share the same holy city is a benefit. Construct arguments for and against this 
statement.  Refer to sacred writings in your answer.   
-Write a conclusion using basic reasons 

3H -Explain some of the events that have taken place in Jerusalem which would be important to religious people 

-Why are these events important to religious people? 

-Would you be willing to fight for your religious beliefs?  Give three reasons for your opinion. 

Curriculum Opportunities Mathematics: students will view published data on Christian sites of pilgrimage and will analyze what this data indicates.   

English: Students will be developing evaluative skills by arguing different points of view and deciding which arguments are strong and why.  
They will argue a personal opinion and reach conclusions.  Students will also be writing to describe and to explain.  

Geography: Students will study different places of pilgrimage within the UK and also Jerusalem.  Students will also be annotating a map of 
Jerusalem to identify important sites. 

History: Students will learn about the conflicts that have taken place within Jerusalem which historical sites are the most important and why 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

-Lesson 3 (Is conflict always a bad thing?) 

-Lesson 8 (Is it a benefit or a problem having three religions sharing the same holy city?) 



-Lesson 11 and 12 (assessment activities) 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary Pilgrimage, Sacred, Affirmation, Journey, Intention, Expectation, Obligation, Commemoration,  Reverence, Trust, Humility, 
Faith, Hope 

Wider Reading All necessary resources which require reading accompany the power point for each lesson.   
 
 

Teacher Notes This unit builds on the primary unit ‘Life is a Journey’ (Y6); it may be that an activity to gauge prior learning and understanding is needed 
before beginning this unit of study – using, for example prior learning investigation questions, such as What is pilgrimage? What makes a 
place of pilgrimage?  Lindisfarne highlights the Celtic tradition and the lives of the Northern Saints; however, local and national pilgrimage 
sites could be covered, e.g. Ladyewell (Preston), Walsingham, Lourdes, Fatima, Rome, Jerusalem, Holy Land, Santiago de Compostela, 
Taizé.   

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 1 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe why some places 
are special to some people  

2. Processing 

Explain what happens to Carl 
and Ellie when they plan their 
trip to paradise falls 

3. Applying 

Evaluate and devise a 

Bell task  

If you could visit one place in the world where would it be 
and why? 

 

Learning toolbox  

 

-In pairs look at the selection of images such as the bridge 
in Durham, Southport Pier and St Peters in Rome.  Why 
might these places be special? 

-Introduce Philosophy for Children to the students 

-Watch the clip from ‘UP’ when Carl and Ellie plan their trip 
to paradise falls.  Share key themes, words and initial 

-Observation  

 

-Group work 

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

  

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Opportunities for 
discussion and 
developing the skill of 
reasoning  

Marking Opportunity:  

-Maintenance marking 



philosophical question  responses to the clip.  Devise a philosophical question in 
relation to the clip and discuss the issues surrounding the 
question 

  

Maps: None 

Caps: White and red  

Habits of the mind: Be clear and work together  

 

Plenary  

Summarize the discussion surrounding philosophical 
question 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Exploring beliefs, feelings 
and values  

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  

Lesson 2 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe possible reasons for 
going on a pilgrimage  

2. Processing 

Explain the data on Christian 
pilgrimage sites around the 
world  

3. Applying 

Evaluate what visitor numbers 
to places of pilgrimage tell us 
about global trends and faith 
journeys  

Bell task  

What is a journey?  Why do people go on journeys?   

 

Learning toolbox  

-Students to watch extracts from the film ‘The Way’: Scene 
selection chapter 2, play clip from 10:12 mins  to 12:50 mins 
(Daniel’s backpack is returned to his father) Students to look 
at the reasons for going on pilgrimage (religious & secular) 
(Possibly question the impact it would/could have on the 
character’s lives...) 

-Students to review the published data on Christian 
pilgrimages sites around the world – looking at visitor 
numbers, significant anniversaries and events. What do 
they notice? What do they think the reasons behind the 
figures are? What is the possible impact on these places of 
pilgrimage, the Christian and the surrounding communities?   

-Students to produce a written mathematical data analysis 
and evaluation of the data. 
 

Maps: None 

Caps: White and green  

Habits of the mind: Work together and be clear 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Mathematical evaluation  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point 

-Data of Christian 
pilgrimages 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will be 
producing a written 
analysis of data which is 
also linked to numeracy  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Social: identification of 
Christian pilgrimages 
across the globe  



 

Plenary  

What do the visitor numbers to places of pilgrimage tell us 
about global trends and faith journeys? 

Misconceptions:  

Data analysis help might 
be needed for specific 
sub groups of students  

Lesson 3 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe why Walsingham is 
a place of Christian 
pilgrimage  

2. Processing 

Explain the involvement of the 
armed forces in Walsingham 
1945 

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether conflict is 
always a bad thing  

Bell task  

Students to view the different images of Walsingham. Why 
do they think Christians visit this place?  Would they like to 
go to Walsingham on a visit? Why? 

 

Learning toolbox  

-Using the images, media clips and sources of information 
students will complete differentiated task to explain why 
Walsingham is a place of Christian pilgrimage  

-Discuss the armed forces involvement in Walsingham in 
1945.  Would this have happened if there was no conflict? 

 

Maps: Circle or bubble  

Caps: White and red  

Habits of the mind: Strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Is conflict always a bad thing?  PAIR marking activity  

-PAIR marking  

 

-Differentiated task  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Images of Walsingham 
and reading resources  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will be 
completing an evaluating 
question and will argue 
different points of view 

Marking Opportunity:  

-PAIR marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
Christian beliefs 
surrounding Walsingham  

Misconceptions:  

None encountered  

Lesson 4 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the story of St 
Bernadette  

Bell task  

Response to PAIR marking in green pen  

 

Learning toolbox  

-Discussion and questioning  

 

-Circle maps  

 

Resources: 

-Power point 

-Circle maps  

Key 



2. Processing 

Explain what pilgrims will do 
at Lourdes when they visit  

3. Applying 

Evaluate the impact of visiting 
Lourdes  

-Watch the story of St Bernadette.  Students to complete the 
differentiated activity to describe this story. 

-Using the media clips and the power point students will 
describe in a circle map what pilgrims do when they visit 
Lourdes.   

-Discuss how visiting Lourdes might change the life of a 
Christian 

-View possible GCSE exam question on this topic  

 

Maps: Circle  

Caps: White 

Habits of the mind: Enjoy yourself and be clear  

 

Plenary  

Explain the impact of visiting Lourdes for the pilgrim and 
local communities  

-Differentiated task on St 
Bernadette  

 

-Green pen responses  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Writing to describe and to 
explain  

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen maintenance 
marking 

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploring 
Christian beliefs as to 
why Christians visit 
Lourdes  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 5 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the story of Thomas 
Becket  

2. Processing 

Explain what pilgrims do 
when they visit Canterbury  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether all pilgrims 
are tourists and whether all 
tourists are pilgrims  

Bell task  

Recall: What happened in Lourdes?  What do pilgrims do 
when they visit Lourdes? 

 

Learning toolbox  

-Watch the historical documentary which outlines the story 
of Thomas Becket.  Students to answer the questions 
during the video.  Feedback and discussion.  Differentiated 
Thomas Becket activity. 

-View the media clip and visit Canterbury Cathedral’s 
website so that students gain an understanding of what 
pilgrims do at Canterbury when they visit.  Bronze, silver, 
gold and platinum activity to secure understanding. 

 

 

 

-Bubble maps 

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Differentiated work  

 

-Plenary question  

 

 

Resources: 

Power point  

Bubble maps  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will be arguing 
a personal point of view 
and are also describing 
and explaining  

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen maintenance 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  



Maps: Bubble 

Caps: White, yellow, black and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Are all pilgrims tourists and all tourists pilgrims? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
Christian beliefs via 
pilgrimages 

Misconceptions:  

None encountered 

Lesson 6 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe why pilgrims visit 
Lindisfarne  

2. Processing 

Explain what pilgrims do at 
Lindisfarne  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether all 
Christians should have to go 
on a pilgrimage  

Bell task  

If you are religious do you think that you should have to go 
on a pilgrimage? 

 

Learning toolbox  

-Watch the clip; students must decide why a person would 
be visiting this place.  Share ideas. 

-Introduce the place of Lindisfarne (Holy Island).  Introduce 
why it is a place of Christian pilgrimage.   

-Students watch and make notes on the clip in the form of a 
circle map.  Students to make notes on what pilgrims do at 
Lindisfarne and why they do it. What is the impact of the 
pilgrimage on the pilgrim and others?   

-Read the newspaper article on Holy Island.  What further 
questions would students want to ask about the pilgrimage 
to Lindisfarne? What does it tell us about their personal 
faith? Differentiated task based on the article.   

 

Maps: Circle 

Caps: White and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear, strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

-Circle maps 

 

-Differentiated task 

 

-Discussion 

-Questioning (higher order) 

 

-Newspaper article task  

 

-Personal opinion within plenary  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Newspaper article  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Writing to explain and 
describe  

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen maintenance  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: using 
imagination and creativity 

Misconceptions:  

None  



Do you think that all Christians should have to go on a 
pilgrimage?   

 

 

 

Lesson 7 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the lives of the 
saints Aidan and Oswald  

2. Processing 

Explain why Saint Aidan and 
Oswald are important to the 
Christian religion  

3. Applying 

Evaluate which saint you 
think is the most important 
and why 

Bell task  

Recall:  What do Christian pilgrims do at Lindisfarne?    

 

Learning toolbox  

-Give each pair a different saint.  Individuals should read the 
information about the saint and complete the associated 
questions.  They should then teach their partner about the 
saints they have studied.  Notes should be made.   

-Class discussion on the two saints.  Media clips can be 
used.   

-Importance of the Saints differentiated activity 

  

Maps: Circle  

Caps: White and red 

Habits of the mind: Work together and be clear  

 

Plenary  

Which Saint do you believe is the most important and why? 

 

-Paired activity  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Differentiated activity on the 
saints 

 

-Plenary opinion task  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Comparing and 
contrasting two Christian 
saints. 

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen maintenance  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual – Exploring the 
beliefs about Christian 
saints  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 8 

 
1. Gathering. 

Bell task  

Make words from the following: Jerusalem  

 

-Wailing wall grid 

-Discussion  

Resources: 

Power point  



Describe why Jerusalem is a 
special place for Jewish 
people  

2. Processing 

Explain what Jewish people 
do when they visit Jerusalem  

3. Applying 

Evaluate learning by deciding 
whether it is a benefit or a 
problem having three different 
religions sharing the same 
holy city 

Learning toolbox  

-Inform students that Jerusalem is a holy place for 
Christians, Jews and Muslims.   

-Display images and use media clips to show why 
Jerusalem is an important place  

-Students to complete the wailing wall grid to show how the 
wall is used or used to be part of, why it is holy, what Jewish 
people do there and three prayers that could be wedged 
within the wall. 

 

Maps: Circle  

Caps: White, yellow, black  

Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Is it a benefit or a problem having three different religions 
sharing the same holy city?  PAIR marking  

-Questioning  

-PAIR marking task  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wailing wall grid  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Writing to argue different 
points of view  

Marking Opportunity:  

PAIR marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Exploration into 
Jewish beliefs in 
connection with 
Jerusalem  

Misconceptions:  

None 

Lesson 9 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe why Jerusalem is an 
important place for Muslims  

2. Processing 

Explain what Muslims do 
when they visit Jerusalem  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether all religious 
people should aim to go on a 
pilgrimage at least once in 
their lifetime 

Bell task  

Response to PAIR marking in green pen  

 

Learning toolbox  

-Sacred stone importance: View media clip and discuss why 
this stone is holy to Jewish people also.  Differentiated task 
to describe why Jerusalem is important to Muslims 

-View the main important sites for Muslims in Jerusalem and 
what Muslims will do at these sites.  Bronze, silver, gold 
activity.   

 

Maps: None 

Caps: White  

-Discussion 

-Questioning  

-Differentiated activity 

-Bronze, silver, gold and platinum 
tasks  

  

 

 

  

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Developing the skills of 
describing and explaining 
with a focus on 
developing  

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen maintenance  

Recall/Homework:  



Habits of the mind: Be clear and strive for accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Should religious people aim to go on a pilgrimage at least 
once in their lifetime? Bronze, silver, gold, platinum activity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
Muslim beliefs 
surrounding the city of 
Jerusalem 

Misconceptions:  

None 

Lesson 10 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe why Jerusalem is an 
important place to Christians  

2. Processing 

Explain the important sites 
that Christians will visit in 
Jerusalem and the reasons 
why  

3. Applying 

Evaluate learning by 
annotating a map to show the 
pilgrimages made by 
Christians, Muslims and Jews 
to Jerusalem  

Bell task  

Where is the most important place to you?  Why?  Give 
reasons  

 

Learning toolbox  

-View the key reasons why Christians will visit Jerusalem.  
Historical significance of Jerusalem differentiated activity 

-Students will produce an information site guide for pilgrims 
using the differentiated success criteria.  Peer assess 
completed information guide.  

 

Maps: None 

Caps: White 

Habits of the mind: Work together and be clear  

 

Plenary  

Students to annotate map to show the main Christian, 
Jewish and Muslim pilgrimage sites which can be color 
coded  

-Differentiated activities 

 

-Information site guide for pilgrims  

 

-Annotated maps  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Discussion  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Maps  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key vocabulary from 
three religions and the 
pilgrimage sites brought 
together  

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen maintenance  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Exploration of 
Christian beliefs in 
relation to Jerusalem 

Misconceptions:  

None 



Lesson 11 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe topics studied within 
this unit  

2. Processing 

Explain criteria of activities  

3. Applying 

Evaluate learning by 
beginning assessment 
activities  

Bell task  

List the places of pilgrimage we have studied within this unit 
and why pilgrims visit these places (circle map or bubble) 

Learning toolbox  

-Feedback and discussion on the topics we have studied 
within this unit 

-Explain assessment criteria appropriate to the class or 
individuals.  Students to annotate key terms so that students 
understand what is required 

 

Maps: Circle or bubble  

Caps:  White, yellow, black and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear, be persistent and strive for 
accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Continuation of assessment activities  

-Bell task 

 

-Discussion  

 

-Assessment activities  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Power point  

Assessment criteria 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Assessment activity 
covering a variety of 
literacy skills 

Marking Opportunity:  

PAIR Marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Christian beliefs 
in relation to pilgrimages  

Misconceptions:  

None 

Lesson 12 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe how a pilgrimage 
might change the life of a 
pilgrim  

2. Processing 

Explain answers to 
assessment activity  

3. Applying 

Evaluate unit on affirmation of 

Bell task  

How might going on a pilgrimage change the life of a 
pilgrim? 

Learning toolbox  

-Feedback and discussion from bell task  

-Students will continue to complete their assessments 

 

Maps: None 

Caps: White, yellow, black and red 

Habits of the mind: Strive for accuracy, be persistent and 
be clear 

 

-PAIR marking activities  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Student voice questionnaire  

 

Resources: 

Power point 

Student voice 
questionnaire  

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Completion of 
assessment covering a 
variety of literacy skills 

Marking Opportunity:  



  

 

faith   

Plenary  

Student voice questionnaire on this unit to inform planning 
of next unit  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAIR marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Homework Project 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: religious beliefs 
in relation to pilgrimages  

Misconceptions:  

Will be evident following 
the marking of 
assessment  


