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Subject: 

History  

Scheme of Work: Year 7 History 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) Life in Medieval Britain – Black Death 

Overview / Context  

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

 

 

Curriculum Opportunities   

 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary  

 

 

Wider Reading   
 
 

Teacher Notes  
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 The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

 
Lesson 1 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

Bell task– What can we learn about life in a medieval village from 
these two pictures? What can’t we find out? 

Learning toolbox  

 
Copy down the basic hierarchy of life in a medieval village from the 

PowerPoint. Was it unfair? 
Complete the worksheet on life in a medieval village using p61 of the 

Medieval Realms (green) textbook.  
Create a spider gram entitled ‘The life of a villein’ in exercise books. 

Use sources A-E (and text) on p62-3 to complete it. 

Plenary - Life in a medieval village was….because… (complete 
sentences) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  
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Lesson 2 
 

1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell Task– In pairs discuss:  ‘Why would many people prefer to live 
in a town rather than a village?’ 

Learning toolbox  

 
Using the worksheet of Ludlow in 1250: Draw a picture of your 

partner (no bigger than a 2p piece) and place it somewhere on the 
drawing of the town. Now each take turns in describing what you 
can hear, see and smell around you. Extension – Draw up 
similarities and differences between Ludlow and village life from 
the previous lesson.  

Create an information poster describing the main aspects of life in a 
medieval town. Use 2 pages of your exercise books and p64-7 
(Green Medieval Realms) to help you. Pupils must include 
information about Craft Guilds, markets and fairs. Could be 
completed for homework.  

 
Plenary – Life in a medieval town was good because… and bad 

because… 

 

 

Resources 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

 The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

 
Lesson 3 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

Bell Task – What changes would happen to your town/village if there 
was no motorised transport at all?  

Learning toolbox  

 
Using the sources and text on p62-4 of Medieval Realms (SHP), 
create a report for the king showing the problems of travel in 
medieval times and some solutions. 
Draw the 3 methods of Transport in sources 10-12 in your exercise 
book. Write under each some advantages and disadvantages of 
using them for transport. 
Plenary – Using the map (p188 of Think History or a photocopy, 
design the most effective way to transport goods from London to: 
HULL, EXETER and CANTERBURY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  
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Lesson 4 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell Task – Create a Venn diagram showing advantages and 
disadvantages of entertainment/fun in the 21st century.  

Learning toolbox  

Medieval Tourist fair. Groups given information on a particular type 
of entertainment from medieval times. Create a presentation of no 
longer than 2 minutes, including a picture and/or role-play selling 
your entertainment to the rest of the class. 

Plenary  - Create a Venn diagram showing the advantages and 
disadvantages of entertainment/fun in the middle ages. What are 
some of the similarities and differences? Could be used as a 
homework task.   

 

 

Resources 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 
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Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

 
Lesson 5 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

Bell Task – brainstorm ‘What is it like inside a modern hospital’?  

Learning toolbox  

  
 Put the title: ‘The differences between medieval and modern 

hospitals and the treatment of the sick’ across two pages of 
your book. Using sources and the text on pages 77-79 (Think 
History), create a diagram showing the differences (activity 1 on 
p80). 

Plenary – Think of one piece of advice you would give to a barber-
surgeon to help improve his survival rates. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  
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Misconceptions:  

 

 
Lesson 6 
 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell Task – Study the signs on the PowerPoint. What are they and 
why are they important? 

Learning toolbox  

Investigate a Medieval town. Look at pages 94-95 in the Think History 
textbook. In pairs, answer the questions on p94. 

 Using p96-7, create a table entitled: ‘Reasons why towns were 
dirty’. Use the headings ‘Reason’ and ‘Explanation’ to make a 
list, i.e., Bucket for a toilet…sewage left outside the house so 
might infect the water supply etc. 

Plenary  – Which reason do you think was the most important? Place 
them in rank order and be ready to explain and defend your choices.   

 

 

Resources 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 
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Lesson 7 

 

By the end of the 
lesson students will 
be able to... 
Identify the 
features of the 
Black Death 
Create a visual 
adaptation of the 
symptoms 
Evaluate the 
causes of the Black 
Death 

Bell Task 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kIhYDcfsN2I&feature=related – 
video clip for starter  

Learning toolbox  

 
Read through the information on the powerpoint.  Students to 
answer ‘What caused the Black Death?’ 
Students then to draw and label the symptoms of the black death 
in their books 
Main activity – students to write a diary entry imagining they are a 
priest in a small village.  They must include what happened to the 
people in their village and what possible cures they had 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  
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1.  Plenary – students to pretend that people in the Middle Ages had mobile 
phones and they were texting a friend in a neighbouring village.  They 
can use a maximum of 140 characters.  

 

Misconceptions:  

 

 
Lesson 8 
 

Identify what life 
was like before 
the Black Death 
Examine what 
sources of 
information tell 
you about the 
effect on the 
peasants 
Evaluate which 
effect of the Black 
Death was the 
worst for the 
peasants 

 

Bell Task r – students to recall 5 facts from last lesson. 

Learning toolbox  

Deliver information on the powerpoint – students to answer ‘What was 
life like in England before the Black Death?’ 
Source analysis – students to look at sources A and B and answer the 
following 2 questions – ‘What does Source A tell you about the effects of 
the Black Death?’ And ‘What does Source B tell you about how the 
peasants felt after the Black Death?’  
Students to pick between 2 options – first one is to design a Help wanted 
poster from a Lord of a Manor the second option is to answer the 
question ‘The Black Death changed nothing on its own. It only speeded 
up changes that had been going on before.’ Do you agree or disagree with 
this statement. Give reasons for your answer. 

Plenary – students to write down on a post-it-note what effect of the 
Black Death they thought was the worst and why and stick it on the 
board. 

 

 

Resources 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 
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Lesson 9 

 

Identify the effects 
of the Black Death 
on the people of 
England 
Examine what 
sources of 
evidence suggest 
about who the 
Black Death 

Bell Task - http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/27301-the-black-
death-the-results-of-depopulation-video.htm - watch the video clip and 
students are to write notes about the problems faced by people in 
England 

Learning toolbox  

Go through the PowerPoint – students to answer the following questions 
– 1.  What does source 1 suggest about how the Black Death affected the 
population. 
2. What does source 2 tell you about the immediate effects of the Black 
Death? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  
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helped or 
hindered 
Evaluate the 
content of a 
detective report 
into whether the 
Black Death was a 
disaster or not. 

 

3. Does Source 3 suggest that the Black Death was a disaster for 
everyone in England? 
Activity – students to write a detective report about the effects of the 
Black Death on the people of England referring to the sources. 

Plenary  – peer assessment – students to peer assess each other’s 
reports and whether they have included all the information. 

  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  

 

 
Lesson 10 
 

Identify what 
happened at the 
meeting at 
Smithfield 
Explain the 
different opinions  
about what 
happened during 
the meeting 
Create a 
newspaper article 
about the event.  

 

Bell Task - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSuF0NFfP0s – students 
are to watch this and write down who was involved, why they revolted, 
what the tax was called that made them revolt and the names of the 
people. 

Learning toolbox  

 
Deliver information on the powerpoint – students to answer the 
following questions – 1. What was the Statute of Labourers?  Students 
then to answer the question – why were so many peasants fed up with 
King Richard using the information on the powerpoint slide. 
Students to created a spider diagram with the 9 reasons for the Peasants 
revolt.  They are then to colour code them with most important, less 
important, least important.  They are then to write down why they chose 
as they did in terms of importance. 

Plenary  – Students are to pretend they are a spy and they have to send a 
spy report to the King with the course of action they should take. 

 

 

Resources 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 
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Lesson 10 
 

Explain the key 
features of the 
Peasant’s revolt 
Apply their 
knowledge of the 
Peasant’s revolt to 
an essay 

 

 Starter - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoqHcXbfq8g – 
students to watch the video clip and write down how the revolt was 
both a success and a failure.  They will be able to use this information 
to write their essay so the more information they can include the 
better. 

 Lead a class spider diagram – students to give the answers about 
what the peasants revolt was, who was involved, what they did etc. 

 Students to write an answer to the essay question ‘Was the Peasant’s 
revolt a success?’  They can use the work in their exercise books and 
the textbooks. 

Plenary – History noughts and crosses.  Students to be split into 2 teams – 
boys Vs girls.  They need to answer questions relating to the Peasant’s 
revolt – who was involved, what they did etc. 

 

 

Resources 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

 
Lesson 10 
 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

  

Bell Task - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SSuF0NFfP0s – students 
are to watch this and write down who was involved, why they revolted, 
what the tax was called that made them revolt and the names of the 
people. 

Learning toolbox  

 
Deliver information on the powerpoint – students to answer the 
following questions – 1. What was the Statute of Labourers?  Students 
then to answer the question – why were so many peasants fed up with 
King Richard using the information on the powerpoint slide. 
Students to created a spider diagram with the 9 reasons for the Peasants 
revolt.  They are then to colour code them with most important, less 
important, least important.  They are then to write down why they chose 
as they did in terms of importance. 

Plenary  – Students are to pretend they are a spy and they have to send a 
spy report to the King with the course of action they should take. 

 

 

Resources 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking 
Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 


