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Subject: History Year 10  

Scheme of Work: Edexcel GCSE History 9-1 Anglo-Saxon & Norman 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) EDEXCEL GCSE History – Anglo-Saxon Norman England 

Overview / Context GCSE unit for Paper 2 

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

 

 

Curriculum Opportunities   

 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary  

 

 

Wider Reading   
 
 

Teacher Notes  
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The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 1. Who were the 
Anglo-Saxons? 

 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the main people 
and key aspects of life in 
Anglo-Saxon England 
before 1060. 

 

2. Processing 

Distinguish between the 
different groups who ruled 
England before 1060 

3. Applying 

Evaluate the strength of 
the Anglo-Saxon social 
system with the King, 
followed by earls, thegns, 
ceorls peasants and 
slaves. 
 

Bell Task 
1. Teacher starts by handing out specification sheet for 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England and going through 
the topic. Pupils stick in the front of their book. Teacher 
then gives out assessment sheet and goes through. 
Pupils stick in their books.  
 
Learning toolbox 
1. Teacher talks through the PowerPoint on ‘Who were 
the Anglo-Saxons’? Pupils copy down slides in their 
books. 
 
2. Pupils draw the Anglo-Saxon Kingdoms onto the 
blank map of England and colour in/stick in book. 
 
 
Plenary 

1. Teacher gives out worksheet on the ‘Social System 
in Anglo-Saxon England’. Pupils stick in books. 

 
1. Pupils have an overview of 
the topic and exam questions. 
 
2. Pupils can understand the 
chronology of a period in 
English history. 
 
3.  Pupils understand the 
significance of individuals in 
history. 
 
4. Pupils can understand how 
society worked in the past. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 
- Specification unit 
handout 
-Assessment sheet 
-PowerPoint on ‘Who 
were the Anglo-
Saxons’? 
-Blank map of England 
-Worksheet on the 
‘Social system in 
Anglo-Saxon England’ 
-Homework question 
sheet. 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  Answer question 
sheet on the 
‘Social System in 
Anglo-Saxon 
England’ in your 
book. 

 

SMSC:  

 



 
History@ SAA                                                                                                                                                                                 

Misconceptions:  

 

Lesson 2 How was 
Anglo-Saxon England 
governed? 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the power of the 
monarchy and the King’s 
court and the role of the 
witan 

 

2. Processing 
Compare the Anglo-Saxon 
legal system with 
punishments such as the 
wergild, capital 
punishment and physical 
punishments such as 
cutting off hands, ears or 
noses with modern day 
society  

 

3. Applying 
Evaluate the Power of the 
Church 

 

  

Bell Task 
1. Teacher recaps about the social system in Anglo-
Saxon England and then explains that pupils will focus 
on how Anglo-Saxon society was governed. 
 
Learning Toolbox 
1. Class read through and discuss the ‘How was 
Anglo-Saxon England governed’? sheet. 
 
2. Pupils do table as shown on the sheet. 
 
Plenary 
1. Class discussion about some of the issues e.g 
punishments, the power of the Church and how much 
of the economy was based on bartering. 
 
 

 

1. Pupils can understand how 
government worked in the 
past. 
 
2.  Pupils label the pictures of 
the Anglo-Saxon village and 
town and stick in their books. 
 

3 Pupils complete the 
glossary sheet and 
stick in their books. 

 

. 

Resources 
Worksheet on ‘How 
was Anglo-Saxon 
England governed’? 
-Anglo-Saxon Village 
picture 
-Anglo-Saxon Town 
picture 
-Fact sheet on Anglo-
Saxon towns and 
villages 
-Glossary sheet 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

Revise pages 1-4.5 for 
factual recall test on 
this in the next lesson. 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 3 How powerful 
was the House of 
Godwin? 

Bell Task 
1. Teacher hands out ‘Who were the House of Godwin’ 
sheet?  

 
1. Pupils can interpret a family 
tree and understand how 

Resources: 
- ‘Who were the house 
of Godwin’ sheet 
-Bayeux tapestry sheet 
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1. Gathering. 

Describe the Godwin’s 
role in the government of 
both King Canute and 
Edward the Confessor. 

 

2. Processing 
Explain Harold’s embassy 
to Normandy in 1064. 

 

3. Applying 
Evaluate how Edward the 
Confessor’s marriage to 
Edith, the daughter of Earl 
Godwin and sister to 
Harold helped the Godwin 
family . 

 

2. As a class, pupils examine the family tree and 
answer the questions in their books. Focus on the 
names e.g Godwinson and Godwinsdatter and Royal 
connection because Edith Godwinsdatter married King 
Edward the Confessor. 
 
Learning Toolbox 
1. Read through the rest of the ‘Who were the House 
of Godwin?’ sheet and do the tasks. 
2. Discuss Harold’s embassy to Normandy in 1064 and 
his ‘oath’ to William. Can it be believed as it only 
appears in the Bayeux Tapestry? 
 
Plenary 

Teacher goes through how to answer the 12 mark 
question on ‘Explain why there was a rising against 
Earl Tostig in 1065’. 

surnames were issued in the 
past. 
2. Pupils can understand the 
complex political relationship 
between the House of Godwin 
and Edward the Confessor. 
Clearly Edward mistrusted 
them but needed their military 
strength to stand up to 
possible Viking attack. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Model answer on 
‘Explain why there was 
a rising against Earl 
Tostig in 1065.’ 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  
 1. Pupils colour in 
picture of Bayeux 
Tapestry. 
2. Pupils do 3 
paragraph exam 
question on ‘Explain 
why there was a rising 
against Earl Tostig in 
1065.’ 

3. Once teacher has 
marked this using 1-9 
steps, sometime can 
be spent in the next 
lesson comparing the 
model answer to their 
answer and using the 
green pen to improve 
their answer 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  
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Lesson 4  Who should be 
King in 1066? 
 

 

 
1. Gathering. 

Name the 4 claimants to 
the throne 

2. Processing 

Compare each person’s 
claim 

3. Applying 

 Evaluate the strengths 
and weaknesses of each 
claimant and reach a 
conclusion on who should 
be the next King 

Bell Task 
1. Teacher talks through the ‘Starter PowerPoint’. 
Pupils copy down slides 2 and 3. 
2. Teacher explains that Halley’s comet only appears 
every 75 years and it is shown in the Bayeux Tapestry. 
This was seen as a bad omen. 
Learning Toolbox 
 
1. In pairs pupils sort the cards into a pile for Harold 
Godwinson, one for Edgar the Aethling, one for Harald 
Hardrada and one for William of Normandy. 
2. Pupils then fill in table with the various reasons why 
each man thought he had a claim to the throne. 
3.Pairs need to give a mark out of 10 based on how 
strong they think each person’s claim was with 10 
being ‘very strong’. 
Plenary 
Class discussion about ‘Who they think should be 
King’? 

 

 

1. Pupils can analyse 
information to reach a 
conclusion. 

 

Resources 
PowerPoint 
-Cards on ‘Who should 
be King’? (You will 
need to cut these up 
for your classes in 
advance). 
-Table sheet on ‘Who 
should be King in 
1066?’ 
-Revision sheets 
pages 4.5-9.5 
-Factual recall test (to 
be done at the start of 
the next lesson) 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 5  What 
happened at the battles 
of Gate Fulford and 
Stamford bridge 

 

Bell Task 
1. Teacher shows PowerPoint starter and pupils copy 
down slides in their books about ‘Threats of Invasion’. 
 
Learning Tool Box 

 

 

1. Pupils can understand the 
significance of an event in 
shaping history. 

Resources: 
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1. Gathering. 

Describe the 2 battles 

2. Processing 

Explain the importance 
of Harold’s victory 

3. Applying 

Evaluate how the Battles 
may have weakened 
Harold 

2. Pupils read worksheet on ‘What was the importance 
of the battles of Gate Fulford and Stamford Bridge’ and 
do activities. 
 
Plenary 

Teacher tells class that as Harold II’s men were 
celebrating their victory, news came that William of 
Normandy had landed on the South coast with about 
7,000 troops. What now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Lesson 6  Why did 
William win the battle 
of Hastings? 

 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the key events 
of the Battle of Hastings 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

 Evaluate did William win 
because of his skill or 
did Harold lose  the 
Battle of Hastings  
because of his mistakes  

Bell Task  
1. Pupils watch YouTube clip and discuss. 
 
Learning Toolbox 
1. Teacher shows the first task on the PowerPoint. In 
pairs, pupils place cards in chronological order and 
then write notes in their books. (Teacher copy with 
cards in correct chronological order). 
3. Teacher shows key scenes from the Bayeux 
tapestry on the PowerPoint. 
4. Teacher shows Task 2 on PowerPoint. Pupils draw 
a table and categorize cards into William’s leadership, 
tactics, Harold’s leadership and Luck. 
 
Plenary 

Teacher gets pupils to copy down slide on PowerPoint 
about the end of the battle of Hastings. 

1. Pupils can understand the 
significance of an event in 
shaping history. 
 
 

‘The English lost the battle of 

Hastings because their military 
tactics were outdated 
compared to the Normans’. 
How far would you agree with 
this statement?  (16 marks) 
 

Once marked, model answer 
can be given out in a future 
lesson with pupils’ green 
penning their answer to 
improve it. 

 

Resources 
You Tube clip ‘The Battle 
of Hastings 1066- The 
Normans – BBC Two’ 7 
mins 26 secs. 

‘The Armies of Harold II 

and William of Normandy 
at the battle of 
Hastings?’ sheet 
-Picture sheet of 
Harold’s housecarls 
-Picture sheet of 
William’s knights 
-Cards about the Battle 
of Hastings. 
-Teacher copy of the 
cards about the battle of 
Hastings 
-PowerPoint slides on 
significant points in the 
battle of Hastings and 
tasks and plenary. 
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-Model answer 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 7 How did 
William establish his 
control over England? 
Part 1- Submission of 
the Earls 

 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

2. Processing 

 

3. Applying 

Bell Task 
Pupils do a timeline of the main rebellions by copying 
the timeline events onto the timeline.  
Discussion about when most rebellions were and any 
foreign threats. 
 
Learning Toolbox 
Pupils do tasks on the ‘What problems’ sheet in their 
books. 
 
Plenary 

Class discussion about whether the earls were right to 
submit to William. 

1. Pupils can analyse 
information to reach a 
conclusion. 

2. Pupils can empathise with 
people in the past. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 
- Timeline of rebellions 
1066-1087 
-Timeline events 
-‘What problems did 
William face after 
becoming King’ sheet. 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  
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SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Lesson 8  How did 
William establish his 
control over England? 
Part 2- An overview of 
the conquest and the 
building of castles 
 

 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the basics of a 
motte and bailey castle 

2. Processing 
 

Explain why castles 
were built and where i.e. 
as a base for the 
Norman lord, for defence 
in strategic locations, to 
dominate towns and to 
intimidate the Anglo-
Saxons. 

 
3. Applying 

Evaluate the impact of 
castles on the English 
population 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bell Task 
Pupils watch video and answer questions. Stick 
question sheet in their books. 
 
Learning Toolbox 
1. Class discussion about video. 
2. Pupils label ‘Motte and bailey’ diagram sheet, colour 
and stick in their books. 
 
Plenary 

Pupils read and do tasks on ‘William consolidates his 
power’ sheet in their books. 

Pupils assess to what extent 
England changed because of 
the Norman Conquest. 

 

Resources 
- YouTube clip ‘The 
Normans 2 – (2010) from 
5mins 44secs to 34 mins 
46 secs. 
-Video question sheet 
-Motte and bailey 
diagram sheet 

-‘William consolidates his 
power Part 2 -Motte and 
bailey castles’ sheet 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 
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Lesson 9 & 10 How did 
William establish his 
control over England 
Part 3– Crushing 
Anglo-Saxon 
Resistance and 
Rebellion 1067-1071. 

 
 

1. Gathering. 

Name some of the 
revolts that William had 
to face 

2. Processing 

Explain the causes of 
the revolts and how 
William dealt with them 

3. Applying 

 Evaluate the impact 
these revolts had on 
William rule 

Bell Task 
-Teacher shows PowerPoint about how William 
thought everything was under control and visited 
Normandy, taking Edwin, etc. to humiliate them. Pupils 
copy slide down into their books. 
-Recap about Anglo-Saxon rebellions shown in video 
seen in lesson 8. 
 
Learning Toolbox 
1. Pupils stick overview diagram into books. Teacher 
questions pupils as to why there is so much resistance 
from the Anglo-Saxons to Norman control. Class 
discussion about Norman rule e.g heavy taxation, 
castle building, attacks on Anglo-Saxon women, land 
grabs, etc. 
2. Pupils read ‘Anglo-Saxon rebellions’ sheet. Discuss 
in detail. Look at common causes, events and results. 
3. Pupils complete table shown on sheet in detail. 
 
Plenary 

Teacher goes through exam questions with pupils 
which they will complete for homework 

1. Pupils can empathise with 
people in the past. 
2. Pupils can understand the 
causes and consequences of 
Anglo-Saxon rebellions. 
3. Pupils can understand how 
the rebellions changed 
William’s policies towards the 
Anglo-Saxons. 
4. Pupils can practice exam 
technique. 

 

Resources 
Starter PowerPoint 
-Overview diagram 
showing Anglo-Saxon 
resistance and rebellion 
1067-1071. 

-‘Anglo-Saxon rebellions’ 
sheet. 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 11 How did 
William consolidate his 
royal power in 
England? 

 

 
1. Gathering. 

Bell Task 
1.Teacher shows PowerPoint slide and asks pupils in 
pairs to discuss how William could establish his royal 
power i.e crushing rebellion, taxation, giving land to his 
followers, propaganda, etc.  
2.Teacher hands out card sort and diagram sheet. 
Pupils copy out key points onto the diagram sheet. 

1. Pupils can analyse a 
situation in history and offer 
solutions. 
2.Pupils can assess how 
rapidly change can take place 
in history. 

 

Resources: 
- Starter PowerPoint 
-Card sort on how 
William established his 
royal power 
-Diagram sheet for card 
sort 
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Name 2 ways that 
William consolidated his 
power 

2. Processing 

Explain different 
methods William took to 
prove his legitimacy 

3. Applying 

Evaluate the success of 
each method William 
used 

3.Teacher questions class ‘Did William do what they 
suggested in their starter discussion’? 
 
Learning Toolbox 
1.Teacher gives out land ownership sheet. Class read 
and then do activities shown on the sheet. 
 
Plenary 

Discussion that by his death in 1087, William had 
established complete authority over England. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Changes in Land 
ownership sheet 

Key 
Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Lesson 12 Why was the 
‘Revolt of the Earls in 
1075 significant? 

 
 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the revolt of 
the earls 

2. Processing 

Explain the causes of 
the revolt of the Earls 

3. Applying 

 Evaluate the 
consequences of the 
Revolt on William’s rule 
of  England 

Bell Task 
1.Teacher shows PowerPoint slide and discusses how 
this revolt was different because showed opposition 
amongst some Norman earls to William I. 
 
Learning Toolbox 
1.Teacher gives out sheet and pupils read and have 
class discussion. 
2.Pupils do tasks on sheet. 
 
Plenary 

Discussion about the significance of the revolt in terms 
of execution of the last Anglo-Saxon earl Waltheof, 
Anglo-Saxon support for William and some Norman 
opposition to William. Also weakness of Viking attack 
showed Vikings no longer a threat. 

Pupils can analyse the 
significance of a historical 
event. 

 

Resources 
- Starter PowerPoint 
-Sheet on ‘Revolt of the 
Earls’ 1075 
-Revision sheets (pages 
15-26) 
-Factual recall test to be 
done in the next lesson. 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  
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Misconceptions: 

Lesson 13 What was 
the feudal system? 
 

 
1- Gathering 

 
Describe the 
Feudal System 

2- Processing 

Explain the reasons why 
William wanted to create 
the system 

3- Applying 

 Evaluate how the 
system made William’s 
rule stronger 

Bell Task 
Teacher shows starter slide and questions class as to 
how William could solve the problem of paying for an 
army? Class discuss how he could give followers land 
in return for military service called the feudal system. 
 
Learning Toolbox 
1. Pupils discuss diagram of the feudal system and 
stick in their books. 
2.Read through sheet, discuss and then pupils do 
tasks in their books. 
 
Plenary 

Class discussion about whether the feudal system was 
a good idea? What does the relief system tell us about 
William? Discussion about how he clearly felt he could 
not trust all his tenants-in-chief- link back to the revolt 
of the earls in 1075. 

 

Pupils understand why change 
took place. 
 

Resources 
- Starter PowerPoint 
slide 
-Diagram showing how 
the feudal system 
worked 
-‘What was the feudal 
system’? sheet 

 

Key 
Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  
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Misconceptions: 


