
Subject: Religious 

Education  

Scheme of Work: (Year 8) 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) Do sacred texts enable individuals and groups to support faith and respond in times of crisis? 

Overview / Context Students explore the ways in which people of faith might use sacred texts in response to times of crisis and to support their faith.  They will be 
encouraged to consider how Christians of different traditions can interpret text and to explore the impact that these different interpretations might 
have.  Students will question whether sacred texts are important today and give reasons for their views.  This unit encourages students to begin to 
question how people can share the same faith and beliefs but place different interpretations on the same sacred text.  Throughout this student 
students might look at other sources of authority that individuals or groups might use to seek advice.   

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

0 -Match the key words Faith, Trust and Respect to their correct definitions  
-State what you find interesting or puzzling about this topic 
-Describe your feelings and personal experiences relevant to this unit  

1L -State three reasons why a Christian might turn to the Bible in a time of crisis  
-Read and retell Bible advice for a given situation.  Explain what this advice is teaching.   
-Do you think the Bible is a good place to turn if you needed guidance?  Write a personal opinion using simple reasons.   
-State definitions of the words: Wisdom, Authority and Confession  
-How do Christians show that the Bible is important? 

1M -Describe why Christians believe that the Bible and Jesus’ teachings are important in times of crisis 
-What questions would you like to ask about using the Bible or Jesus’ teachings in times of crisis? 

1H -Why might Christians interpret the Bible differently?   
-Interpret the meaning of the 1 Timothy 2: 12  
-Are the Bible teachings still relevant today?  Describe a personal opinion using believable reasons 

2L -Describe why non-religious people would not use the Bible in times of crisis  
-Describe how non-religious people might make decisions in times of crisis  
-‘Every word of the Bible should be followed.’  State arguments for and against this statement 

2M -Describe how Christians and Buddhists respond in times of crisis  
-Describe how the Bible can have an impact on the lives of Christians  



2H -‘In times of crisis the teachings of Jesus should always be followed.’  State simple written arguments for and against this 
statement  
-Refer to sacred writings in your answer 
-Write a simple conclusion to explain your own opinion 

3L -Interpret the meaning of Matthew 7:12.  What does it mean?  How should we treat others according to this teaching?  
Give examples  
-Explain how Christians and Buddhists use sacred texts in times of crisis.  How would non-religious people respond in times 
of crisis?   
-Explain similarities and differences between Christians and Buddhists and how they respond in times of crisis.   

3M  -Interpret the meaning of the ‘Woman caught in adultery.’   
-Explain arguments for and against following the message contained within the woman caught in adultery.  In your answer 
refer to sacred writing.  You should also attempt to use evidence in your answer 
-Write a justified conclusion to explain your own opinion 

3H -Using the information and quotations, explain how Christianity and Buddhism respond to a scenario of crisis  
-Explain how sacred texts can help to support faith and to respond in times of crisis  

Curriculum 
Opportunities 

 English: Students will argue personal views in response to moral dilemmas including evaluating different points of view.  They will interpret 
Biblical passages and poetry. 

Math’s: Problem solving and decision making. 

Art: Students will design a piece of art work based on the stations of the cross.   

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

- Lesson 3: The Bible is the word of God 
- Lesson 6: The relevance of the Bible to the modern world 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary Faith, Ethics, Authority, Salvation, Confession, Redemption, Reconciliation, Atonement, Reverence, Trust, Humility, Wisdom, 
Respect 

Wider Reading Key content / information are provided with each power point.  Further reading can be obtained from Cuthbert House in Durham.  
Images from Adolfo Perez Esquivel.   

Teacher Notes This unit builds on the study of the Bible at Key Stage 1 and links to the unit ‘Is it fair?’  Prior knowledge will need to be discovered at the 
beginning of the unit.  What is a sacred text?  What sacred texts can you name?  How are sacred texts used?  Where are sacred texts placed in 
places of worship?   



 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 1 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe where we look for 
support  and guidance  

2. Processing 

Explain what is meant by the 
term moral decisions and 
respond to some moral decision 
scenarios 

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether all people 
know right from wrong 

Bell task  

What is a sacred text?  What sacred texts can you name?  How 
are sacred texts used?  Where are sacred texts placed in places 
of worship?  Answer on mini whiteboards.   

 

Learning toolbox  

-Discussion: Where do we look for support and guidance?   

 

-Define the term ‘moral decisions.’  Media clip can also be used.   

-Group or paired task.  Students must explain the moral dilemma 
within the given scenario and decide what the right decision 
would be.  They must fully support their decision with justified 
reasons.  Feedback and discussion.  Allow other students to 
respond and state their views on what they would advise in that 
situation.   

 

-We can often learn good morals by stories told.  Show students 
some examples of Aesop’s fables which were used as ethical 
guides.  Discuss the meaning of the stories and whether the 
morals told are strong.   

  

Maps: None 

Thinking caps: White and red 

Habits of the mind: Enjoy yourself, work together and be clear 

 

Plenary  

Personal opinion: Do all people know right from wrong?  Why?  
Provide justified reasons.   

-Bell task  

 

-Group work  

 

-Discussion and questioning  

 

-Personal opinions expressed 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Media clips  

-Moral scenarios 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Moral decisions 

Students will argue their 
own personal views in 
response to moral 
dilemmas 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  

Moral: Recognition of right 
and wrong decisions 

Misconceptions:  

None 

Lesson 2 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe why Christians might 
turn to the Bible in times of crisis  

Bell task  

Devise questions for the fate activity.   

 

Learning toolbox  

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Bible scenarios  



 

2. Processing 

Explain whether the advice 
contained within the Bible is 
helpful in times of crisis  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether the Bible 
should be the first place a 
Christian turns to when needing 
guidance  

-Magic 8 ball fate activity in response to the student’s questions 
from the bell task.  Discuss whether the answers are reliable from 
this activity.   

 

-In pairs students to produce a circle map to record their ideas as 
to why Christians turn to the Bible in times of crisis.  Feedback 
and discussion.  Students can add information from the power 
point in green pen. 

 

-Give students the scenarios accompanied with the Bible advice.  
In pairs students to discuss the advice given and whether the 
advice is helpful or not and why.   

 

-Explain to students how fundamental Christians will take this 
advice literally whereas modern Christians might adapt the 
advice to fit the modern world.   

 

Maps: Circle  

Thinking caps: White and red  

Habits of the mind: Work together, be clear and be persistent  

 

Plenary  

Personal opinion: Should the Bible be the first place a Christian 
turns to when they need guidance?   

-Bronze, silver, gold task 

 

-Bible scenarios  

 

-Personal opinions  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students are using the skill 
of interpretation to explain 
the meaning of Bible 
passages  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  

Moral: Establishing how 
Christians learn right from 
wrong from the Bible  

Misconceptions:  

Some students find it 
difficult to interpret Biblical 
texts  

Lesson 3 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the meaning of some 
controversial Bible verses and 
decide how the passage might 
cause a problem  

 

2. Processing 

Explain how Deborah uses the 
Bible to support her faith  

 

3. Applying 

Bell task  

Recall why some Christians turn to the Bible in times of crisis.   

 

Learning toolbox  

 -Give students the Bible verses that are controversial: 1 Timothy 
2:12 and Proverbs 23:13.  How might they be interpreted?  Could 
these passages cause a problem?  What might this mean in 
times of crisis or to support faith?   

 

-Watch extracts from the film Deborah 13 Servant of God.  How 
does Deborah use the Bible to support her faith?  What impact 
does this have on her and the people that she meets?  What 
would she say to someone who was having a crisis?  If you could 
ask Deborah 3 questions about her use of sacred texts what 
would they be and why?  

-Bel task 

-Interpretation of Biblical texts 

 

-Discussion and questioning  

 

-Responses to Deborah 13 

 

-PAIR marking task  

  

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Biblical texts  

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will argue different 
points of view as to whether 
the Bible is the word of God 

Students will interpret the 
meaning of a Biblical text  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking 

PAIR marking   



Evaluate whether the Bible is the 
word of God  

  

Maps: None  

Thinking caps: White, Yellow, Black and Red  

Habits of the mind: Be clear, strive for accuracy and  work 
together  

 

Plenary  

PAIR marking task: ‘The Bible is the word of God.’   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Christian beliefs 
about the importance of the 
Bible 

Moral: How Christians 
make moral decisions and 
interpret Biblical texts  

Misconceptions:  

Literacy within Biblical texts 
for some students  

Lesson 4 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe important rules we 
need to follow  

2. Processing 

Explain what Jesus would do in 
times of crisis  

3. Applying 

Evaluate what the world would 
be like if all people universally 
followed the golden rule  

Bell task  

Response to green pen from PAIR marking task  

Learning toolbox  

-Students to state 5 important rules that they are aware of.  
Feedback and discussion.  Why are these rules important?  What 
happens if everyone keeps them?  What happens if they don’t?   

 

-Read Matthew 7: 12.  What does it mean?  How should we treat 
others according to this teaching?  What could this mean when 
thinking about times of crisis?   

 

-What would Jesus do? (WWJD movement) Review some case 
studies on what Jesus might have done in those situations.  How 
would you react?  Feedback and discussion.  Media clips can be 
used also.   

 

-Imaginary task:  Produce a circle map.  Students are to imagine 
a world where everyone followed the Universal Code of the 
golden rule.  What would the world be like?  Feedback and 
discussion.   

 

Maps: Circle  

Thinking caps: White, green and red  

-Green pen responses 

 

-Interpretation of quote 

 

-Group work observation  

 

-Circle maps 

 

-Personal opinion within plenary  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Scenarios  

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will interpret the 
meaning of a Biblical text  

Skill of arguing personal 
views in response to 
situations and putting 
themselves into the shoes 
of what Jesus would have 
done  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 



Habits of the mind: Work together, be clear and keep learning  

 

Plenary  

Do all people deserve to be treated with respect?  Why?   

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Understanding the 
teachings of Jesus  

Moral: considering right 
from wrong  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 5 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the meaning of the 
poem ‘The life that I have.’ 

 

2. Processing 

Explain how Brian Welch has 
used sacred texts in his life  

 

3. Applying 

Evaluate how the Bible can be 
used in times of crisis  

Bell task  

What is your favorite song or line from a film?  Why?  Give 
reasons.   

Learning toolbox  

 -Students to read the poem and annotate the words to explain 
what it means.  Feedback and discussion.  Media clip can be 
used for inspiration.   

 

-Students to watch the video ‘I am second: Brian Welch.’  Whilst 
watching students are to make notes (circle map) of how Brian 
Welch has used sacred texts in his life.  What has been the 
impact of sacred texts on his life and the lives of others?  Did 
sacred texts help him to respond to crisis?   

 

-Discussion and feedback.  Add additional ideas onto circle 
maps.   

  

 

Maps: Circle  

Thinking caps: White  

Habits of the mind: Be persistent, strive of accuracy and keep 
learning  

 

Plenary  

Create an advert which will be used as an advertising campaign 
for the Bible.  The advert should express how the Bible as a 
sacred text can be used to support in times of crisis.  The 
example of Brian Welch can be used.   

-Annotation of poems 

 

-Discussion  

 

-Circle maps  

 

-Creation of adverts  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Circle maps  

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Creation of an advert 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  

Spiritual and Moral: 
Students will learn how the 
Bible has helped an 
individual in times of crisis  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 6 

 

Bell task  -Sins and crimes activity  

 

Resources: 

-Power point  



1. Gathering. 

Describe the difference between 
sins and crimes  

 

2. Processing 

Explain the passage the woman 
caught in adultery and how this 
passage might help someone 
today who has done wrong 

 

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether the teachings 
of the Bible are still relevant 
today  

What is a sin?  A crime?  Can you state examples of sins and 
crimes? 

 

Learning toolbox  

-Define the terms sins and crimes.  From a given list students are 
to identify which are sins and crimes and which could be counted 
as both.  Students to state which crime or sin they believe are the 
worst and provide reasons why.   

 

-Watch the ‘Woman Caught in adultery.’  Discuss what happens 
in the story and how this passage might help someone who has 
done wrong.  Students to complete bronze, silver, gold tasks 
individually.  A copy of the Biblical text to be given also.   

 

-Explain PAIR marking task.  Students to begin planning the work 
using the planning template.   

  

Maps: None 

Thinking caps: White, yellow, black and red  

Habits of the mind: Be clear, be persistent and strive for 
accuracy 

 

Plenary  

Write up of PAIR marking task  

-PAIR marking  

 

-Bronze, silver, gold activity  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will interpret the 
meaning of a Biblical text 

Students will complete an 
essay style question which 
involves evaluating different 
points of view  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

PAIR marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  

Spiritual and moral: 
Christian beliefs of morality 
expressed via a Biblical text  

Misconceptions:  

For some sins and crimes 
can be confusing (the 
difference) 

Lesson 7 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe Matthew Cordle’s 
confession and create questions 
to ask him  

2. Processing 

Explain incidents or accounts 
from the Bible which might have 
underpinned his actions  

3. Applying 

Bell task  

Response to PAIR marking task  

Learning toolbox  

-Watch Matthew Cordle’s confession and also read the 
newspaper article.  Students should describe what he has done, 
his motivation for it and his response to his actions.  Where might 
he seek advice from?  Students to create a bank of questions 
they would like to ask him.  Feedback and discussion.   

 

-Give students incidents or accounts from the Bible which might 
have underpinned Matthew Cordle’s actions.  Students to 
interpret the texts.  Feedback and discussion.   

 

 

-Green pen response 

 

-Discussion and questioning  

 

-Matching exercise  

 

-Explanation of how theological 
concepts link to Matthew Cordle  

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key words: peace, cleanse 
the soul, reconciliation, 
justice, atonement, 
forgiveness, confession, 
repentance, redemption, 
salvation and promise.   

Students will interpret the 
meaning of  Biblical texts  



Evaluate how theological 
concepts link to the story heard  

-Give students the key terms which link to the story of Matthew 
Cordle.  Key terms should be matched to their correct definitions.  
Discuss how each concept links to the story of Matthew Cordle.   

  

Maps: None 

Thinking caps: White, Green 

Habits of the mind: Work together, strive for accuracy and be 
clear  

 

Plenary  

Students to choose between 3 and 5 words (theological 
concepts) and should explain how they words link to Matthew 
Cordle    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Biblical teachings 

Moral: Respect for the law 

Misconceptions:  

Key terms difficult for 
students to grasp include 
atonement, redemption and 
salvation  

Lesson 8 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe promises that you have 
made and promises that Jesus 
made  

2. Processing 

Explain how the promises of 
Jesus are lived out in the 
Christian community  

3. Applying 

Evaluate learning by producing a 
promises card  

Bell task  

List 5 things that are most likely to make you cry.  Were any of 
these linked to promises that were made by yourself or others? 

Learning toolbox  

-Think, pair, share.  What promises have you made in life?  
Discuss.   

 

-Students to read and annotate the promises that Jesus made 
and should describe them.   

 

-Students to study either the work of Desmond Tutu or the charity 
workers (after the death of Lee Rigby) and explain how the 
promises of Jesus are lived out within the Christian community.  
Media clips can also be used.   

  

Maps: None 

Thinking caps: White 

Habits of the mind: Work together, be clear and keep learning  

 

Plenary  

Students to create a promise card  

 

 -Discussion  

 

-Annotation of promises using 
Biblical texts  

 

-Written work on the promises of 
Jesus carried out within Christian 
community  

 

-Promises card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Biblical texts 

-Examples of promises 
cards  

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students will interpret the 
meaning of Biblical text s 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  



Spiritual: key beliefs of 
Christians about the 
promises of Jesus  

Moral: the impact of beliefs 
on actions  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 9 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe a specific station of the 
cross  

2. Processing 

Explain the importance of the 
stations of the cross  

3. Applying 

Evaluate learning by producing 
your own station based on a 
time of crisis  

Bell task  

Students to view the image and explain what they see using the 
5W’s.   

Learning toolbox  

-Explanation led by teacher on what is meant by the stations of 
the cross.  Media clip can be used.   

 

-Each student to be given a different station of the cross.  This 
image should be described (5Ws).  Feedback.  Display images 
on power point so that all students can see the image being 
described.   

 

-Discussion: Why are the images of the stations of the cross 
used?  How are they used?  Why are they important to Christians 
today?  Why have artists changed the gospel story and placed 
their own stories in the images?  What difference does this make 
to themselves and others?   

 

-Explain design task: students to design their own station thinking 
about a time in their life when they were having a crisis or needed 
support.  What was happening and how might this be reflected in 
a stations of the cross image used in a Church.  As an alternative 
task students could design a station of the cross that could be 
placed in a Church used by refugees, asylum seekers or the 
homeless.  To accompany the art work a rationale must be 
written for the station.   

  

Maps: None  

Thinking caps: White, green and red 

Habits of the mind: Be clear, be persistent and keep learning  

 

-Discussion  

 

-5Ws  

 

-Station of the cross design  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Stations of the cross  

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Stations of the cross 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Christian beliefs 
expressed via the stations 
of the cross  

Misconceptions:  

None 



 

 

 

 

Plenary  

Completion of station of the cross  

Lesson 10 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe how Buddhists respond 
in times of crisis and what they 
would use for moral guidance  

 

2. Processing 

Explain Buddhist advice to 
different scenarios and whether 
or not this advice is helpful  

 

3. Applying 

Evaluate the Buddha’s teaching 
on the four noble truths and 
whether this is useful in times of 
crisis  

Bell task  

What do you know about Buddhism?   

 

Learning toolbox  

-Play media clip to show an introduction to the Buddhist religion 
so that students have some understanding of this religion.   

 

-How do students think that Buddhists will respond in times of 
crisis or what will they use as a guide?  Circle map.  Students to 
add information from the power point onto their circle maps.   

 

-Students to be given the different scenarios accompanied with 
the Buddhist advice.  Students should analyze what the advice 
actually is and whether or not this is helpful.  Bronze, silver, gold 
task to be completed.   

 

-Feedback and discussion  

  

-Four noble truths media clip to watch and reading material to 
annotate.  Discussion and feedback.   

 

Maps: Circle map  

Thinking caps: White and red 

Habits of the mind: Be persistent, strive for accuracy and be 
clear 

 

Plenary  

Are the four noble truths useful in times of crisis?   

-Circle maps  

 

-Scenario analysis  

 

-Plenary activity  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point  

-Four noble truths  

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Students will interpret the 
meaning of a Biblical text  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  

Spiritual and moral.  
Buddhist beliefs on how 
they respond in times of 
crisis.  Four noble truths.   

Misconceptions:  

Students will most likely 
have little knowledge of this 
religion therefore time might 
need to be spent helping 
them understand the 
concepts within this lesson.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


