
 
Subject @ SAA                                                                                                                                                                                 

Subject: Religious 

Education  

Scheme of Work: (Year 7) 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) How do contemporary images reflect the beliefs, practices and values of faith communities?   

  

Overview / Context Students will study contemporary images of faith within the local, national and international communities and develop a knowledge and 
understanding of key beliefs, practices and values held by members of faith communities through the study of contemporary images.  This 
unit will build upon fundamental knowledge and understanding of the core beliefs and practices of the major world faiths.  Students will have 
the opportunity to analyze and evaluate the impact of the perceptions, beliefs and values of present day society in general on the beliefs, 
concepts and traditions of a particular faith group as expressed through and reflected by the lives of its members.    

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

0 -Match the key words Hope, Forgiveness and Courage to their correct definitions.   
-State what you find interesting or puzzling about this topic 
-Describe how you feel about this topic.  Do you have any personal experiences you would like to share in relation to this unit?   

1L -State three images that you would see within the Misereor Hunger Cloth  
- Retell the parable of the persistent widow.  Describe the meaning of this parable.   
-Do you think that famous Jews are hidden from sight in British Society?  State a personal opinion using simple reasons  
-State definitions of the words: Justice, Faith and Equality   
- How do Muslims playing for the Muslim Premier League show that their religion is important?   

1M -Describe some of the beliefs and practices of the religion Islam  
-List questions you would like to ask about the religions we have studied within this unit  
 

1H -Describe some of the beliefs and practices of the religion Buddhism   
-Interpret the meaning of Orlando Bloom’s statement about his religion Buddhism  
-Do you believe that all religions are the same and mean the same thing to all people?  Describe a personal opinion using 
believable reasons  
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2L -Describe why contemporary religious images might not be important to non-religious people  
-Why might non-religious people argue that non-religious contemporary images might be important to them?  Give examples in 
your answer.   
-‘Religions are all the same and mean the same to all people.’  State arguments for and against this statement.   

2M -Describe two contemporary images from two different religions we have studied 
-Describe how contemporary images can have an impact on the lives of religious people  

2H -Should Russell Brand be the face of Hare Krishna?  State simple written arguments for and against the statement using some 
religious reasons  
-Refer to sacred writings in your answer 
-Write a simple conclusion.  Do you think Russell Brand should be the face of Hare Krishna?  Would this image be accepted 
globally? 

3L -Interpret the meaning of Hebrews 11: 1.  What does this core Christian concept mean?   
-Choose two religions (Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Sikhism or Hinduism).  Explain two contemporary images from the chosen 
religions.  What do the images shown is about the beliefs and values of the religions you have chosen?   
-Explain the similarities and differences between the two contemporary images.   

3M -Interpret the meaning of Mark 10:45 - How could Christians demonstrate this value today?   
-Serving others is one of the most important Christian values?  Construct arguments for and against this statement.  Refer to 
sacred writings in your answer.   
-Write a conclusion using basic reasons 

Curriculum Opportunities English: Students will interpret Biblical passages; express personal opinions including evaluating different points of view and the strengths 
and weaknesses of arguments.  They will also be studying some war poetry from a Sikh perspective. 

Art: Students will study various contemporary images which reflect religious beliefs.  They will design their own piece of art work to represent 
one of the key beliefs or values within one religion. 

History: Students will learn about the History of Sikhism (Indian History) 

Math’s: Sequencing exercise / sorting information  

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

- Lesson 3: Beliefs should never be more important than a career 
- Lesson 8 – Loyalty and family are the most important values  

 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 
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Key Vocabulary Faith, Abstinence, Salvation, Salah, Zakah, Sawm, Meditation, Hare Krishna, Conversion, Khalsa, Defender, Justice, 
Commitment, Sacrifice, Baptism, Service, Equality, Justice, Reverence, Compassion, Hope, Courage, Discipline, Honor, 
Family, Belonging, Identity, Sikh.    

Wider Reading Each lesson planned is accompanied with relevant resources and information.  Cuthbert House in Durham also has numerous books which 
are constantly updated.  Other resources could include the Sikh artefacts box (Sikh Persona Doll).  Commonwealth War Graves 
Commissions (GWGC) DVD resource.   

Teacher Notes This unit builds on primary units whereby the core beliefs and concepts of the major world religions are studied.  Investigation questions can 
be used at the beginning of the unit in order to discover prior learning.   

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 1 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe key Christian words  

 

2. Processing 

Explain the images and values 
found within the Misereor 
Hunger Cloth  

 

3. Applying 

Evaluate the meaning of a 
Biblical passage which reflects 
one of the Christian values 

Bell task  

-What do you know?  What are the key beliefs of Islam, 
Buddhism, Sikhism and Hinduism?  How are beliefs expressed?  
How do beliefs have an impact on religious believers?   

 

Learning toolbox  

-Students to attempt to explain the meaning of the key Christian 
words.  Differentiation – some students to be given the matching 
exercise.  Feedback and discussion.   

 

-Paired work: Students to be given the image of the Misereor 
Hunger Cloth.  Students should annotate the image to explain 
what images they can see within it and what Christian values the 
cloth displays.  Feedback and discussion.   

 

-Read the parable of the persistent widow using a reading 
strategy.  Watch the media clip of this parable.  Which Christian 
value does this parable refer to?   

 

Maps: None 

Thinking caps: White 

Habits of the mind: Work together, strive for accuracy, be 
persistent  

-Bell task review 

 

-Definitions of key words  

 

-Annotations of the Misereor Hunger 
Cloth  

 

-Discussion and feedback  

 

-Bronze, silver, gold task on the 
parable of the persistent widow   

 

-Questioning    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point    

-Parable of the persistent 
widow 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 Faith, justice, compassion, 
reverence, equality, hope, 
courage, forgiveness and 
salvation  

 

Students will interpret the 
meaning of a Biblical text  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

SMSC:  
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Plenary  

Bronze, silver, gold task to design an image to represent the 
parable of the persistent widow.   

 

 
Spiritual: exploration of 
Christian values 

Misconceptions:  

Students will need guidance 
and planned questions in 
order to interpret the 
meaning of the parable 

Lesson 2 

 
1. Gathering 

Describe the images of a famous 
person using the 5W’s 

 
2. Processing 

Explain what you learn in the 
article ‘Something Jewish’ and 
contribute a personal opinion  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether famous Jews 
are hidden from sight in British 
society   

Bell task  

-Circle map: What do you know about the Jewish community?  
Beliefs, practices, artefacts, traditions, history (Holocaust) etc.   

Feedback.   

 

Learning toolbox  

-Show students the media clip which gives a brief outline of 
Judaism.  Discuss 

 

-In pairs students should view the photographs of David 
Beckham at his grandfather’s funeral and should complete the 
5W’s.  How do they know?  Feedback.   

 

-Read the article ‘Something Jewish.’  Students will explain what 
they learn about David Beckham from this article.  Does this alter 
their view of David Beckham?  What impact might this article and 
David wearing the Kippur at his grandfather’s funeral have on the 
British Jewish community today?  Bronze, silver, gold task.   

 

Maps: Circle map  

Thinking caps: White and red  

Habits of the mind: Work together, be clear and keep learning    

 

Plenary  

Personal opinion: Do you think that famous Jews are hidden from 
sight in British Society today?  What do you think?  What impact 
might this have on the Jewish community?  Why might this be the 
case?  What evidence do you have to support your thinking? 

 -Circle maps 

 

-Discussion and questioning  

 

-Bronze, silver, gold task 

 

-Personal opinions stated (quality of 
the reasons and evidence used) to 
support arguments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point    

-Photographs  

-Article ‘Something Jewish.’   

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key word: Kippah  

Students are analyzing text 
and also writing to argue  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of 
Jewish beliefs and practices  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 3 Bell task   -Circle maps Resources: 
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1. Gathering. 

Describe key facts about the 
religion of Islam  

 

2. Processing 

Explain what difference religion 
can make to the lives of the 
football players playing in the 
Muslim Premier League  

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether beliefs should 
be more important than a career  

-Produce a circle map on what students already know about the 
religion of Islam.  Feedback and discuss.   

 

Learning toolbox  

-Students will watch the media clips about the religion of Islam 
and add key information to their circle maps.  Discuss.  Students 
will also study some contemporary images within Islam.  
Students to share what they believe to be the most important 
piece of information that they have learned.   

 

-Students to watch the various extracts from the BBC 
documentary on the Muslim Premier League focusing in 
particular on Salah, Zakah and Ramadan.  Discuss.  Students to 
complete the bronze, silver gold task which focuses on the 
content of the documentary and how the Islamic beliefs have an 
impact on the believer and those around them.   

 

Maps: Circle  

Thinking caps: White, yellow, black and red 

Habits of the mind: Keep learning, strive for accuracy and be 
clear    

 

Plenary  

PAIR MARKING – ‘Beliefs should never be more important than 
a career.’   

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-PAIR MARKING  

 

-Bronze, silver gold activity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Power point    

-PAIR marking task    

-Media clips  

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key words: Salah, Zakah 
and Ramadan  

The PAIR marking tasks 
requires students to argue 
for / against a given 
statement, to evaluate 
these arguments and also 
provide a personal opinion.   

Marking Opportunity:  

Regular marking plus PAIR 
marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: Analyzing how 
beliefs can have an impact 
on the believer and those 
around them 

Misconceptions:  

None 

Lesson 4 

 
1. Gathering. 

Bell task  

Green pen: Response to PAIR marking activity from the previous 
lesson    

 

Learning toolbox  

 -Green pen response  

 

-Circle maps  

 

Resources: 

-Power point    

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 
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Describe some key beliefs and 
teachings from the Buddhist 
religion  

 
2. Processing 

Explain how Buddhist beliefs 
have affected the life of Orland 
Bloom  

 
3. Applying 

Evaluate whether all religions 
are the same and mean the 
same to all people  

-Students to produce a circle map on prior knowledge about 
Buddhism.  Using the media clip and the power point students 
will add key information about this religion in a green pen.  
Students should also state three questions they would like to also 
know about Buddhism.   

 

-Study the image of the Bodhi tree and why this is a 
contemporary symbol for Buddhism    

 

-Students to view the media clip about Orlando Bloom.  How did 
his faith change during his childhood?  Why has he chosen 
Buddhism?  Students will evaluate the quotation stated by 
Orlando Bloom and decide what this means.  Written explanation 
of how religion has changed the life of Orlando Bloom using 
success criteria.   

 

-Paired task: Students to devise a list of at least 10 questions that 
could be asked of Orlando in the interview watched about his 
faith or other questions the students may wish to ask.   

 

Maps: Circle  

Thinking caps: White and red 

Habits of the mind: Work together, keep learning and be clear 

 

Plenary  

Personal opinion and reflection: Are all religions the same and do 
they mean the same to all people?   

-Questions asked to Orlando Bloom  

 

-Interpretation of quote 

 

-Personal opinion  

 

-Discussion and questioning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buddha, Sangha, Tripitaka, 
Rebirth, Karma, Nirvana 
and Precepts 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking and 
green pen responses to 
check    

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: encountering the 
beliefs and practices of 
Buddhism  

Moral: How the religion of 
Buddhism has affected the 
life of Orlando Bloom  

Misconceptions:  

Often limited knowledge 
shown about Buddhism    

Lesson 5 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe key Hindu beliefs and 
the meaning of the Hindu symbol 
Swastika  

 
2. Processing 

Bell task  

Show students the images of Hindu symbols.  Can they name 
them?  What links the images?  

  

Learning toolbox  

-Students to produce a circle map on the religion of Hinduism 
using the information and media clips.  Feedback and discussion  

Study the Hindu Swastika symbol and its meaning  

 

 -Circle maps 

 

-Discussion and questioning  

 

-Group work  

 

-Personal opinions within plenary  

 

Resources: 

-Power point    

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 Hare Krishna  

Students will be using 
persuasive arguments and 
will consider evidence to 
reach a conclusion  
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Explain the beliefs of Russell 
Brand (Hare Krishna beliefs) and 
whether he should be the face of 
this movement 

3. Applying 

Evaluate whether faith can 
completely change a person  

-Read the article on Russell Brand and his Hare Krishna beliefs 
plus the BBC clip.  What can we learn about Russell Brand’s 
personal faith?  Discussion  

 

-Should Russell Brand be the face of the Hare Krishna 
movement?  Group task: Using the information cards students 
will sort them into arguments for and against and select relevant 
information they need to answer the question.   Students will 
evaluate the evidence and provide persuasive arguments to 
feedback to the rest of the class.   Would this image translate 
globally?   

 

Maps: Circle  

Thinking caps: White, yellow, black and red  

Habits of the mind: Work together, be clear and strive for 
accuracy  

 

Plenary  

Personal reflection: Can faith completely change a person?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of key 
Hindu beliefs and how 
beliefs can affect the life of 
a person  

Misconceptions:  

None  

 

Lesson 6 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe which event in Sikh 
history is the most important  

 
2. Processing 

Explain the meaning of some 
contemporary images within 
Sikhism 

 
3. Applying 

Evaluate whether it would be 
easy to recognize Sikhs within 
the local community 

Bell task  

Make words from the following: Sikh Community  

 

Learning toolbox  

-Sequencing exercise on the history of Sikhism.  Students to 
place in chronological order the main events in Indian history and 
the development of the Sikh religion.  Students to determine 
which events they believe are the most important and which have 
had the biggest influence on Sikh culture today.   

 

-Students to review some images of the Sikh community e.g. Mr 
Turbanator, Mr Singh, langar, Vaisakhi day.  Students to devise a 
list of questions they would like to ask the Sikh community.   

 

-Students to study the main images within Sikhism and what 
beliefs are expressed within them.   

 

Maps: None  

-Sequencing exercise 

 

-List of questions 

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

 

-Personal reflection  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point    

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Writing to argue and explain  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

 

SMSC:  
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Thinking caps: White and red  

Habits of the mind: Work together, keep learning and be 
persistent  

 

Plenary  

Do you think it would be easy to recognize Sikhs in the local 
community?  Why?  Give reasons  

 

 
Spiritual: beliefs expressed 
through imagery  

Misconceptions:  

Students may have little 
knowledge of this religion  

Lesson 7 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe how the poem written 
by a Sikh girl reflects Sikh belies  

 
2. Processing 

Explain the war poetry of Punjabi 
Lancer considering Sikh values  

 

3. Applying 

Evaluate what would be a fitting 
memorial to Sikh soldiers 

Bell task  

Students to view the Sikh images and artefacts.  What words 
comer to mind when they look at them?  How are they linked?   

 

Learning toolbox  

-Students to read the poem by Rasleen Kaur.  How does this 
poem reflect Sikh beliefs and attitudes to their community?   

 

-Analyze the War Poetry of Punjabi Lancer.  Students could write 
an ode to our Sikh soldier’s using the writing frame if needed.   

 

-Review the films ‘Forever India.’  Discussion and feedback.   

 

Maps: None  

Thinking caps: White  

Habits of the mind: Be persistent, be clear and work together  

Plenary  

What would be a fitting memorial to Sikh soldiers?   

 -Poetry activity  

 

-Analysis of war poetry  

 

-Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

-Memorial to Sikh soldiers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point    

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Students are analyzing Sikh 
texts and poetry  

Marking Opportunity: 

Maintenance marking   

 

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: reflection of 
beliefs via poetry  

Misconceptions:  

Interpretation of text for 
students with a lower 
reading age  

Lesson 8 

 
1. Gathering. 

Bell task  

View the Singh Twins (Liverpudlian Artists).  How have they 
challenged stereotypical views on Sikh art and culture through 
their work?  Feedback and discussion  

 -Discussion  

 

-Questioning  

Resources: 

-Power point    
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Describe what the Bend it Like 
Beckham trailer tells us about 
Sikh culture in Britain 21st 
Century  

 
2. Processing 

Explain how things have 
changed and what themes are 
expressed in the BBC 
documentary ‘A Sikh Story.’   

 
3. Applying 

Evaluate whether loyalty and 
family are the most important 
values.   

 

Learning toolbox  

-Watch the Bend it Like Beckham trailer.  What does this clip tell 
us about Sikh culture and Britain in 21st Century Britain?   

 

-Students to watch the extracts from the BBC documentary on ‘A 
Sikh story.’  Discussion and feedback.  Students to complete the 
bronze, silver, gold tasks appropriate to their ability.   

 

-Explanation of the PAIR task.  Writing frames can be used if 
required.   

 

Maps: None  

Thinking caps: White, red, yellow and black  

Habits of the mind: Be clear, strive for accuracy and be 
persistent  

Plenary  

Students to complete the PAIR marking task to evaluate whether 
loyalty and family are the most important values.  Students will 
argue for and against whilst evaluating the different arguments.  
Are the arguments strong or weak?  Why?  Students will arrive at 
a personal opinion after considering different views.   

 

-PAIR marking task  

 

-Bronze, silver, gold activity  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 Students are evaluating 
different points of view and 
reaching a justified 
conclusion  

Marking Opportunity:  

Regular marking plus PAIR 
marking activity  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

 

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: exploration of Sikh 
beliefs and culture 

Moral: Offering reasoned 
views in response to a 
statement  

Cultural: Sikh culture  

Misconceptions:  

None 

Lesson 9 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe key terms from the unit 
of study  

 
2. Processing 

Bell task  

Green pen response to PAIR marking  

Learning toolbox  

-Play the Blockbusters game or who wants to be a millionaire 
quiz to recap the key terms from this unit of study  

 

-Students to plan and create a contemporary image based on the 
core beliefs and values of one of the faiths.  This could be a 
painting, a collage or a sketch.  The image must be accompanied 

 -PAIR marking response 

 

-Discussion  

 

-Quiz game  

 

-Art work produced  

Resources: 

-Power point    

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

All key terms for this unit  

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking  
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Explain how a core belief is 
expressed through a piece of art 
work  

 
3. Applying 

Evaluate whether contemporary 
images reflect faith communities 
accurately  

by an explanation of the art work stating how the core belief and 
values are expressed through the image providing a rationale for 
the choices made.  Bronze, silver, gold task.  Help sheet also 
provided.   

 

Maps: None  

Thinking caps: White and red  

Habits of the mind: Be clear, strive for accuracy and persist  

Plenary  

Do you believe that contemporary images reflect faith 
communities accurately  

 

-Personal view in the plenary  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual: designing a piece 
of art work based on 
religious beliefs and values  

Misconceptions:  

None  

Lesson 10 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe key words or topics 
within this unit  

 

2. Processing 

Explain what you have learned 
this half term and evaluate 
progress up to date  

3. Applying 

Evaluate the unit by devising any 
additional questions needing 
answering  

Bell task  

Allow time to complete art work.  Peer assess a partner’s 
completed piece of art work  

 

Learning toolbox  

-Feedback from the peer assessment  

 

-Students will play the scrabble game which contains all letters 
from the alphabet.  Students will use each letter to state a key 
word or piece of information about this unit.  Think, pair and 
share.   

Complete scrabble as a class to gather ideas.   

 

-Students to complete the student voice which asks them to state 
what they didn’t know before they completed this unit, what they 
have learned, how they have progressed and what they have 
enjoyed.  Students can also state how they would like their RE 
lessons to improve e.g. more group work etc.   

 

Maps: None  

Thinking caps: White 

Habits of the mind: Work together, strive for accuracy and enjoy 
yourself 

 -Peer assessment  

 

-Completed art work  

 

-Scrabble game 

 

-Evaluation forms 

 

-Additional questions (plenary) 

 

-Discussion and feedback  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

-Power point    

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

  

Marking Opportunity:  

All vocabulary from the unit 
relevant  

Recall/Homework:  

Students have a homework 
project to complete each 
half term based on the unit 
studied 

 

SMSC:  

This is a review of the 
whole unit  

Misconceptions:  

To be made evident within 
evaluation forms  
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Plenary  

Students to state any additional questions they feel they would 
like answering about this unit 


