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St Aidan’s Church of England Academy 

 

SEN Information Report 2017-2018 

 

Introduction 

Our vision for children with special educational needs and disabilities is the same as for all children and 
young people – that they achieve well in their early years, at school and in college, and lead happy and 
fulfilled lives. (Special educational needs and disability code of practice, January 2015) 

In order to achieve this, St Aidan’s Church of England Academy will strive to: 

o Ensure that our students are provided with high quality teaching, delivered wherever possible in 
the mainstream classroom. 

o Provide access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum that meets their needs and is 
appropriately differentiated. 

o Ensure that that all students who attend the Academy feel equally valued and that all staff 
recognise that they are all teachers of students with special educational needs. 

o Assess any students who are not fulfilling their potential, to provide appropriate additional 
provision where required. 

 

What do we mean by special educational needs? 

 

A child or young person has SEN if they have learning difficulty or disability which calls for special 

educational provision to be made for him or her. A child of compulsory school age or young person has a 

learning difficulty or disability if he or she: 

o Has a significantly greater need in learning than the majority of others of the same age: or 

o Has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of educational facilities of 

a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream schools or mainstream post-

16 institutions. 

(Special educational needs and disability code of practice: 0 – 25 years, January 2015) 

 

What kinds of SEN do students have at St Aidan’s Academy? 

 

Students may have a variety of different needs which fit in to four broad areas of need, as per the SEND 

Code of Practice 2015: 

 

1. Communication and interaction, including: 

o Speech, language and communication needs (SLCN) and Autistic Spectrum Disorder (ASD). 

2. Cognition and learning, including: 

o Moderate learning difficulties (MLD), and specific learning difficulties such as Dyslexia, 

Dyspraxia, and Dyscalculia. 

3. Social, Emotional, and Mental Health Difficulties including: 

o Depression, anxiety, self-harm, substance misuse, eating disorders, or physical symptoms that 

are medically unexplained. Other disorders may include Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD), 

Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder (ADHD), or attachment disorder. 

4. Sensory or Physical Difficulties including, 

o Visually Impaired (VI), Hearing Impaired (HI), and Physical difficulties (PD). 
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Targeting support: 

Staff within the Academy, including the SENCO, are responsible for collecting and analysing data.  This 

may relate to: 

 literacy 

 numeracy 

 homework and controlled assessment 

 behaviour 

 attainment 

 

This data may be collected through regular marking of classwork as well as specific assessment points. 

This can then be used to identify any areas where intervention is required. All yr7 students undergo a 

comprehensive baseline literacy assessment on entry, and the results of this are shared with all staff. This 

assessment is repeated again at the end of year 9 in preparation for the Key Stage 4 courses to ensure 

that all students have appropriate levels of support in place. 

If it is felt that a student is struggling within a particular curriculum area, there is a referral system in place 

for teachers to make a request for further assessment and support.  

For parents/carers and students there is always the opportunity to meet with the SENCO and discuss 

these issues in further detail. At this point information from staff will be gathered and an appropriate 

assessment may be carried out. 

 

How are students supported in the Academy? 

 

All teachers are teachers of students with special educational needs and have a responsibility to provide 

appropriately differentiated lessons. Further support may be offered through: 

 

 Intervention Groups – Literacy and Numeracy 

 One to One support  

 After school groups 

 External professionals 

 Homework/catch-up clubs 

 Lexia 

 Accelerated Reading 

 Small group teaching support 

 Peer reading groups 

 Literacy and Numeracy during tutor time 

 Recalls 

 Mindfulness 

 

In addition to this, there have been specific areas of expertise depending on the child’s needs that have 

been accessed.  This includes: 

 Specialist literacy and numeracy support staff 

 Subject specialists 

 External; professionals 
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Reference may be made to the Waves of intervention which are outlined below: 

 

Wave Description Example 

Wave One High Quality Teaching. Teachers are fully responsible for 

providing high quality teaching, 

support and an accessible 

differentiated curriculum for all. 

 

Access to all the curriculum  

Differentiated lessons and 

resources. 

Differentiated seating plans  

Differentiated homework 

Wave Two is the provision of 

additional support in and out of the 

classroom.   

This includes support for identified 

students who require specific 

intervention at specific times which 

be carefully monitored.  

 

This could be:  

 one to one literacy and/or 
numeracy 

 small group work 

 working with other 
interventions in school 

 working with outside agencies 
 

Wave Three involves specialist 

intervention.  This is linked directly 

to the student’s SEND need and/or 

a student with an EHCP who 

requires more intervention than is 

offered at wave two. 

Specialist Support includes support 

for the students with the highest 

level of need, in terms of learning 

and/or social and emotional needs 

as well as students with EHC 

plans. 

This could be: 

 one to one adult support 

 literacy and numeracy options 

 working with outside agencies 

 

Students with SEN are closely monitored and their progress regularly reviewed with both the student and 

parent/carer. For those with an EHCP this is through a child centred approach with the voice and needs of 

the child at the core of all reviews. 

 

Support and provision is evaluated through regular assessment points and is only continued where a 

student is making at least expected progress and would be ceased if not effective for the student. It is 

important that all students at St Aidan’s are recognised as individuals and are treated as such. 
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Curriculum Provision 

 

St Aidan’s Church of England Academy strives to create a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum for 

every student. In order to help young people develop there are individuals in the Academy who are 

responsible for support: 

 

Role Responsibility 

Subject 

teachers 

Ensuring that all children have access to good/outstanding teaching and that the 

curriculum is adapted to meet children’s individual needs (also known as 

differentiation). 

Ensuring that children receive the correct guidance and pastoral support to make 

academic progress. 

Heads of Year The role of the Heads of Year is to support students emotionally, socially, 

behaviourally and academically.  They have the day to day running of their year 

group and will help with supporting students. 

There is one Head of Year for every year group. 

Learning 

Support 

Managers 

Learning Support Managers work with the class teacher to identify areas of 

support for students with additional needs.  

Learning Support Managers attend all training opportunities related to SEN and 

differentiation.  

There are 4 LSMs for 2017-2018. 

SENCO Ensures that all members of staff working with children in school are aware of the 

children’s individual needs and/or conditions and what specific adjustments and 

targets need to be met to enable them to be included and make progress.  

Ensures that all staff working with children in school are supported in delivering 

the planned work/programme for children, so they can achieve the best possible 

progress/outcome. This may involve the use of additional adults, outside specialist 

help and specially planned work and resources. 

Ensures that the school’s SEN Policy (and other linked policies) are followed in 

the Academy.  

Coordinating all the support for children with special educational needs (SEN) and 

or disabilities, and any student who needs additional support to achieve their 

potential.   

The SENCO is Mrs K Reid (Previously known as Fielden) 

SEN Governor Makes sure that the school has an up to date SEN Policy. 

Makes sure that the school has appropriate provision and has made necessary 

adaptations to meet the needs of all children in the Academy. 

Makes sure that the necessary support is made for any child who attends the 

Academy who has SEN and/or disabilities.  

Makes visits to understand and monitor the support given to children with SEN in 

the Academy. 

The SEN Governor is Mrs A Inglis. 
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Admission Arrangements 

 

St Aidan’s Church of England Academy strives to be fully inclusive.  It acknowledges the range of issues 

to be taken into account in the process of development.  All students are welcome, including those with 

special educational needs and disability, in accordance with the LA Admissions Policy.  According to the 

Education Act 1996, (Section 316), if a parent/carer wishes to have their child with a statement educated 

in the mainstream the LA must provide a place unless this is incompatible with the efficient education of 

other children, and there are no reasonable steps that can be taken to prevent the incompatibility. 

 

Accessibility 

St Aidan’s Church of England Academy is a modern building with fully accessible classrooms.  There is a 

lift to access the 1st floor, and an Evac chair is installed in case of emergencies. 

The site has clear signage throughout which is colour coded to ease access.  Risk assessments are 

conducted for any student with mobility issues.  

 

Communication 

Parents/carers receive information regarding progress at every data collection point. This indicates the 

progress being made towards meeting target grades and the effort grades for each subject.   

Parents/carers can contact the Academy at any time. 

 

Overall well-being and social, emotional and behavioural development 

Within the Academy the first point of contact is the tutor.  Each year group has a Head of Year who is 

regularly trained to support young people’s needs.   

There are a number of qualified first-aiders among the teaching and support staff to attend basic first aid 

to students. There is a trained specialist to ensure health care plans are in place for students who need to 

take medication whilst at the Academy and is solely responsible for administering and keeping medication.  

 

Emotional and Social support is also provided through a variety of different provisions within the Academy.  

These include: 

 School Nurse Drop-in 

 Safeguarding Lead 

 

The Academy can also make referrals to other agencies such as: 

 Youth Support  

 Youth Service drop-in 

 Child and Adolescent Mental Health (CAMHS) 

 Social Services 

 Educational psychologist 

 Advisory teachers from Visual Impairment (VI), Hearing Impairment (HI),  

 Parent Partnership 

 Team around the School 

 Social Communication Outreach Services 

 

Extended services are available to support in some circumstances where a child’s SEN is having an 

impact on the family at home. 
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Transition Arrangements 

 

Transferring to Key Stage 3 

 

The Academy supported young people who have SEN transferring to Year 6 to Year 7 in the following 
ways: 

 Primary and Secondary SENCO meetings to establish a cohort of students who need additional 
transition visits 

 Transfer of data to identify targets to support transition 

 Person Centred Transition meetings with students and parents/carers and other professionals 

 For some individuals they will begin to have transitions meetings from Year 5 onwards 

 For other individuals a multi-agency meeting will take place to support effective transition. 
 

Transferring to Key Stage 4 
 
The Academy works with a Personal Advisor for the Early Intervention Team arranging specific meetings 

to support students in their choices.  There are Options events where students and parent/carers can ask 

questions to select the best choice of Key Stage 4 options.  Students are able to have multiple meetings 

before finally making these choices.   

 

Transferring to Further Education 

 

The advice and guidance available for Key Stage 4 is also here to support students as they transfer to 

further education and beyond.  SEN students are supported in completing applications for Post-16 

provision (Sixth Form and College).  Additional support can be provided through independent travel 

training and additional visits to local colleges. 

 

 Complaints Procedure 

  

A copy of the Academy Complaints Procedure can be found on the St Aidan’s CofE Academy Website 

within the Policies section - www.staidansacademy.co.uk 

Further information 

The Darlington Local Authority Local Offer can be found via the St Aidan’s CofE Academy Website or directly at 

http://darlington.fsd.org.uk/kb5/darlington/fsd/disabilities.page?disabilitieschannel=0 

The SENCO, Mrs Reid (Fielden), can be contacted on 01325 373770 or by e-mailing 

k.fielden@staidansacademy.org.uk  

 

 

http://www.staidansacademy.co.uk/
http://darlington.fsd.org.uk/kb5/darlington/fsd/disabilities.page?disabilitieschannel=0
mailto:k.fielden@staidansacademy.org.uk

