
16 Subject Specific Key Terms

Compass Directions
Can be 4, 8 or 16-point. The most basic form being 

North, East, South and West.
Map Key This tells the reader what the map symbols mean.

Contour Line
A line on a map joining points of equal height 

above or below sea level.
Map Symbol

Used to represent real objects. 

Without symbols, maps would not be possible. Both 

shapes and colours can be use for symbols on maps.

Distance
The length of the space between two points,
usually measured in metres, kilometres or miles.

Opportunity
A set of circumstances that makes it possible to do 
something positively.

Four Figure Grid 

References

A four figure grid reference points you towards a 

particular square on a map. On all OS maps these 

squares represent one square kilometre.

Ordnance Survey

Ordnance Survey is a mapping agency in the United 

Kingdom which covers the island of Great Britain. It 

is one of the world's largest producers of maps.

Human  Uses How people use an area or landscape. Relief

The difference between the highest and lowest 

elevations in an area. A relief map shows the 

topography of the area.

Issue
An important topic or problem for debate or 
discussion.

Scale
The scale of a map is the ratio of a distance on the 

map to the corresponding distance on the ground.

Location A particular place or position.
Six Figure Grid 

References

The grid numbers on the east-west (horizontal) axis 

are called Eastings, and the grid numbers on the 

north-south (vertical) axis are called Northings. 

Eastings are written before Northings. Thus in a 6 

digit grid reference 123456, the Easting component 

is 123 and the Northing component is 456.

Map
A diagrammatic representation of an area of land 

or sea showing physical features, cities, roads, etc.

Triangulation 

Point

A reference point on high ground used in surveying, 

typically marked by a small pillar.

Y7 Map Skills
KS3 Geography: Geographer’s Planet

Learning Log

1. Geography in Year 8
2. Four Figure Grid References
3. Six Figure Grid References
4. Direction and Distance
5. Height and Relief
6. Map Skills assessment
7. Reflect, Review and Refocus

Topic Scoreboard

Spelling Test 1 Spelling Test 2

Knowledge Test 1 Knowledge Test 2

Crucial Command Word

Outline
Set out main characteristics. 

Using figure 1 outline the opportunities and issues 
for human activity in this area.

Ordnance Survey have over 460 million 
geographic features in their database and make 
around 10,000 changes a day to their master map 
of Great Britain.

Common Map Symbols Example of  an OS Map



Skills: Recognising Features from Contour Lines

The Eight Point Compass

A good way of remembering the compass 
directions is
• Never - North
• Eat - East
• Shredded - South
• Wheat - West

When describing locations from a map you 
should use compass directions in order to 
improve your accuracy.

 Remember that if the location you are 
describing is between north and west then 
the compass direction is north west NOT
west north.

 You should use compass directions when 
describing features in relation to each other. 

Human Uses of an Area

Use the map below to think about how people could use an area. Use the previous page 
to find out what map symbols are there & what could people do in these places?
Also think about what problems this could cause. For example – lots of people travelling 
to these places could cause traffic on the roads and cause additional air pollution.

Four and Six Figure Grid References

The golden rule for reading grid references is always go along the X axis 
(the bottom) first and record those numbers first, then go up the side and 
record those numbers second. ‘Along the corridor & up the stairs’.

Six Figure GR’s will allow you to locate a specific place on a map within a 
square. Think of it like working out decimal points in maths.

Using Scale

 To measure distance on a map you need to use 
the scale. Use a ruler to measure the distance on 
the map and then compare it to the scale. You 
could also measure the distance by marking it on 
the edge of a piece of paper and then compare 
this to the scale. 

 If the line you are measuring is curved then use 
the technique shown in the image to the right. 
The more often you turn the paper you are 
marking, the more accurate your result will be. 

Contour Lines and Triangulation Points (Trig points)

 Contour lines joint points of equal height. 
 The closer the lines are, the steeper the land, the 

further apart they are, the more gentle the slope.
 Contour lines are always brown on a map.
 If there are lots of contour lines and the numbers go 

up in one direction then you are looking at a hill on the 
map, however if you can see very few contour lines 
then the land is flat or gently sloping.

 Trig points are shown as a black dot on a map and 
they show the height of a specific place.

Practice Makes Perfect!

Now you know all your OS 
map skills, have a go at 
practicing with this simplified 
extract.
 4 fig GR for an area of 

forest
 6 fig GR for the tourist info
 Where are the 2 hills?
 What direction is the river 

flowing?
 Describe the area shown 

on map.


