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KS3 Geography: Places on the Planet 16 Subject Specific Key Terms

Asia One of the seven continents. Ocean Trench

Oceanic trenches are depressions of the 

sea floor, relatively narrow in width, but 

very long. These features are the deepest 

parts of the ocean floor, e.g. Mariana 

Trench.

Chawl

Found in south Asia, a large building divided 

into many separate tenements offering cheap, 

basic accommodation to labourers.

Population

All the inhabitants of a particular place.  In 

Geography, we normally mean people as 

the inhabitants.

Country

Humans have divided continents up into 

political units called countries.  Asia contains 48 

countries.

Population density
The number of people in a given area.  

Usually measured in square km. 

Economic Growth

An increase in the amount of goods and 

services produced in a country over a period of 

time.  India and China have experienced rapid 

economic growth in the last 30 years.

Population distribution
The spread of people across a given area; 

where people live.

Equator

The imaginary line that divides the northern 

hemisphere from the southern hemisphere.  

The equator runs through Asia, including the 

Maldives and Indonesia

Population Pyramid

A graphical illustration that shows the 

distribution of various age groups in 

a population of a given area, which forms 

the shape of a pyramid when 

the population is growing.

Hydroelectric Power 

(HEP)

A form of energy generated by the conversion 

of free-falling water to electricity; also 

called hydroelectricity.

Slum

A squalid and overcrowded urban street or 

district inhabited by very poor people. 

Dharavi in Mumbai is Asia’s largest slum.

Industry

Economic activity concerned with the 

processing of raw materials and manufacture 

of goods in factories.

Sustainable Development

Development that meets the needs of the 

present without compromising the ability 

of future generations to meet their own 

needs.

Mumbai

Formerly known as Bombay, a densely 

populated city on India’s west coast.  With a 

population of over 18 million, it is India’s 

largest city.

Yangtze River

The longest river in Asia and third longest in 

the world. The Yangtze is the longest river 

in the world to flow entirely through one 

country – China.

Learning Log

1. Introducing Asia
2. Mapping Asia
3. Made In China
4. The Changing Face of China
5. The Three Gorges Dam
6. Population in India
7. Life in Mumbai
8. Revision

9. Assessment

10. Response to Assessment

Topic Scoreboard

Spelling Test 1 Spelling Test 2

Knowledge Test 1 Knowledge Test 2

Crucial Command Word

Account for
Explain and give reasons for…

‘Account for change in China over the last 30 
years and the impact this has had on the 
people, economy and the environment’.

Asia’s population of over 4 billion people is 
bigger than the rest of the world combined.  It 
has the highest point on land (Mount Everest) & 
the lowest (Dead Sea)

Countries of Asia

Skills: Using Graphs in Geography



Change in China

1980

-China is a poor country

-The One Child Policy which started in 1979 means that families only have one child.

-The country is building housing & factories rapidly which has lead to pollution.

-There is little social mobility (poor people stay poor)

-Extended Families tend to live together (3 generations in 1 house)

1990

-China is becoming richer

-Families have stopped living together as people move due to work. 

-Pollution is still bad as building continues.

-More people have access to electricity and entertainment such as televisions. 

-People can afford larger apartments. 

-Children are often left alone while parents work

2000

-China is now a NEE (Newly Emerging Economy) and has a large economy

-Pollution levels have dropped as most building is complete.

-China’s population are more educated. By 2006 there are 17 million pupils attending 

university in China

-There is more social mobility

Why has China’s economy grown so quickly over the last 30 years?

Labour Costs are 

low while 

productivity is 

high

Wages have always been less than half of those compared to 

USA and European countries.  On average, a Chinese person will 

work for 2,300 hours a year compared with only 1,800 hours in 

the USA.  This keeps labour costs low, while productivity is high.

Trading by sea is 

easy

The east coast of China is well situated for access to the Pacific 

Ocean.  Deep natural harbours mean that very large container 

ships can dock for imports and exports.  This makes China 

ideally placed to trade with the rest of the world.

China has a well 

educated 

workforce

Chinese children graduate from high school at 18.  There are 

over 100 large universities in China and in 2006 alone 1.5 

million students graduated from Chinese universities with 

science or engineering degrees.

Pollution and

Health & Safety 

Laws are not strict 

In the rush to become an industrial powerhouse little attention 

has been paid to pollution caused by factories or health and 

safety for the workers.  Smog is a problem in many Chinese 

cities and rivers are badly polluted.  The Chinese work long 

hours on low pay and have few rights in the workplace.

The Chinese 

government has 

encouraged 

industry

In the 1980s the Chinese government set up five Special 

Economic Zones.  These are areas where trade with foreign 

companies is encouraged.  Improving transport links, reducing

the amount of tax that businesses have to pay and investing in

scientific research are all ways that the government has tried to 

develop and attract industrial growth in these areas.

The Three Gorges Dam

ADVANTAGES
 Hydro-electric power (HEP) has been generated 
 HEP will enable the growth of industry in China
 HEP is a clean fuel and will reduce China’s 

reliance on coal-fired power stations. This will 
reduce CO2 emissions

 The river level will be constant allowing ships to 
use the length of the river

 100 million people living downriver will be 
protected from flooding

 A ship-lift will enable large vessels to reach the 
upper part of the river. The current lock system 
takes 4 hours. The ship lift will take 30 minutes.

DISADVANTAGES
× 1.24 million people have had to be relocated as 

the valley in which they lived has been flooded
× The Baiji (a dolphin found only in the Yangtze 

River) has now been declared extinct due to 
increased use of the river

× Much good quality farmland has been lost due 
to the deliberate flooding of the valley

× There has been an increase in the amount of 
landslides occurring where the reservoir has 
been created

× 13 cities, 140 towns and 1350 villages have 
been submerged by the reservoir.

Population & Slums in India

• India’s population is growing rapidly and is 
predicted to overtake China’s  by 2030.  

• This will cause problems with housing, food 
supply, education & unemployment.

Slum Conditions

 People living in slums don’t have access to basic services such as clean running water, proper sewers or 
electricity. 

 People may not have access to education so they are unable to develop skills needed to get a proper job.  
Unskilled work is often long hours for little pay. 

 Sewage and toxic chemicals can get into rivers, harming wildlife. 
 People who move to the city often live in illegal slums.  These are often badly built and overcrowded. 
 There can be high levels of unemployment and crime. 
 Air pollution comes from burning fuel, vehicle exhaust fumes and factories. 
 Unclean conditions and lack of access to medical services often leads to poor health. 
 Rapidly growing cities struggle to collect rubbish.  This often ends up in big rubbish heaps.  This can 

damage the environment, especially if its toxic. 
 Dharavi slum in Mumbai contains over 1 million people.  It was made famous by the film ‘Slumdog 

Millionaire’.


