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History:  

Scheme of Work: Year 8 Tudors & Stuarts 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) English Monarchs - Tudors & Stuarts 

Overview / Context In this unit students investigate English Monarchy from the 1500s . Gaining knowledge whilst being introduced to key historical skills that will 
be needed for success at GCSE level 

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

 

 

Curriculum Opportunities   

 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary Tudor, Monarch, Monarchy, Rivalry, Protestant, Catholic, Pope, Rome, Dissolution, Monasteries, Seize, Martin Luther, Reformation, 
Elizabeth I, Virgin Queen, Ambition, Treason, Treachery, Babington Plot, Martyr, Navy, Sir Francis Drake, Crescent, Fireships, Beacons, 
Pirates 
 

 

Wider Reading   
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Teacher Notes  

 

 

 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 1 - Why was Henry VIII such 
a colourful character? 

 
 

1. Gathering understand 
how Henry VIII was larger 
than life personality. 

 
2. Processing explain why 

Henry wanted a son 
 
 

3. Applying Evaluate how 
much people disliked 
Henry because he was 
vain and egotistical  

Bell task Students should be given a post-it note upon arrival to 
lesson and asked to write down top 3 things they remembered from 
last term’s work on Battle of Hastings. 

 

Learning toolbox  

 Students have 60 seconds brainstorm everything they know about 
Henry VIII. Teacher to brainstorm these points on the board building up 
a picture about one of our most famous monarch’s. Teacher should use 
the feedback opportunity to probe students to develop answers and 
thinking. 
: Students to read through fact sheet on Henry VIII and create a 
Facebook profile page on the King. Students should pick out some key 
events in his life to put on his timeline alongside some interesting 
musings about life as a Tudor king.  
 

Plenary: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAmRSHRwADE Terrible 
Tudors clip. Students watch this short animated clip and then need to 
give teacher 1 fact as their ‘Exit Ticket’ out of the lesson. 

 

Thinking Cap – White Green  

Habits of Mind – Be clear 

 

 

 

Oral feedback to demonstrate 
learning success – consolidates prior 
knowledge 

 

Fact Files to be red pen marked by 
teacher 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

PPT 
Fact sheet on Henry VIII 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Tudor 
Monarch 
Monarchy 
Marriages 
Rivalry 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Spiritual Social Cultural 

Misconceptions:  

Henry wanted to be a large 
person to show his wealth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fAmRSHRwADE
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Week 2 Enquiry Project: What 
were the consequences of the fall 
out with Rome? 

 

 

1. Gathering describe the 
dissolution of the 
monasteries  
 

2. Processing explain the 
motives behinds Henry’s 
decision to strip the 
monasteries of their 
assets. 
 
 

3. Applying Henry’s actions 
caused divisions within 
the country as many will 
be loyal to the Pope. Do 
you agree? 

Bell task Students should try to recall what the final fate of each of 
Henry’s wives was. 

 

Learning toolbox  

. Students are to work in pairs and look at the sources on why Henry 
fell out with the Church. Students are to select 3 reasons why they 
believe Henry fell out with the church. In their answering students 
should get in the habit of stating ‘From the source I learn that… and this 
means that..’ this will encourage a deeper and developed 
understanding. 
:  Students are to look at the Cause and Effect of Henry’s fall out with 
Rome and the focus of today’s lesson will be the ‘Dissolution of the 
Monasteries.’  
Top set students: Students will be asked to chose an hypothesis and 
gather evidence which will support that particular viewpoint.  
Hypothesis One 
“Henry dissolved the monasteries because he wanted the money and 
more power.” 
Hypothesis Two 
“The monasteries deserved to be closed down because they were 
corrupt.” 
Students to collate evidence from PPT and info sheet. Teacher should 
model out how students would answer this question on the board. 
(lower ability): Have a differentiated activity entitled ‘What really 
mattered to Henry?’ Students are to look sources and underline 
reasons why he wanted a divorce. Students should go through the 
information sheet with their teacher before completing a task on the 
Good and Bad points of the Church. Students are then to be guided 
through PPT. Students should answer the KQ: The Dissolution of the 
Monasteries was when… 
 
Plenary:  Teacher to do a verbal Q&A on today’s learning. 
 

Thinking Cap – white green 

Habits of Mind – strive for accuracy 

 

 

 

Source responses  to be red pen 
marked by teacher 

 

PAIR marking of Hypothesis or 
Lower Ability task 

Resources 

Henry VIII source sheet 
Monasteries PPT 
Monasteries info sheet 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Protestant 
Catholic 
Pope 
Rome 
Dissolution 
Monasteries 
Seize 

Marking Opportunity:  

PAIR marking 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual Social Cultural 

 

Misconceptions: 

That there has always been 
more than one religion 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 
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Week 3- What was the 
Reformation? 

 
 

1. Gathering name 2 
reasons why the 
Reformation happened. 
 

2. Processing explain who 
Martin Luther is and why 
he was influential during 
this time. 
 

3. Applying Judge the 
power of religion then 
and now. 

Bell task  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odZsn7Y-VRA  ‘Horrible Histories’ 
Reformation song. Students to be questioned on what they learnt from 
this song. 
 

Learning toolbox  

Students look at image of The Tudors and must use the words within 
the image to write 2 sentences about Henry or his reign. 
 Teacher should use PPT to explain briefly what the Reformation was 
and how this affected England. Students should  complete the ‘Henry 
VIII on the bigscreen’ task.  
Students should answer; ‘What sort of man was Henry VIII?’  The 
students should then work silently at filling in the A3 with their ideas. 
Students then join with neighbour and write down their points. After 5 
minutes the team will be able to discuss and use points to make up a 
key paragraph about what sort of man he was. Each group should then 
feed this back to class. 
 
Plenary:  The final task should feed into the plenary with the teacher 
challenging targeted students or groups to tell us how Henry VIII 
challenged the Church and what changes he made to the Church in 
England. 
 

Thinking Cap -  white black 

Habits of Mind –understand others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peer feedback given to answers 

 

Resources: 

Monasteries PPT 
Youtube 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Martin Luther 
Reformation  

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Spiritual Social Cultural 

 

Misconceptions:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=odZsn7Y-VRA
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Week 4 - Why is Elizabeth I 
known as one of our great 
monarchs? 

 

 
 

1. Gathering recall who 
Elizabeth I is. 
 

2. Processing analyse the 
source to find out how 
Elizabeth 1 looked and 
also select key words to 
showcase her character. 
 
 

3. Applying Elizabeth had to 
prove herself worthy to 
rule due to her gender. 
Do you agree? 

Bell task  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXCIMmpETaA   
Horrible Histories clip on ‘Bloody Mary’ predecessor to Elizabeth I. 
Students should understand how Elizabeth came to the throne. 
 

Learning toolbox  

Teacher is to write a sentence on the board about Henry VIII. The 
sentence has to be re-written by the students. This task should be 
differentiated for the group. A lower set might focus on SPAG. A higher 
ability group could be challenged to argue for/against the statement 
:  Students are given an image of Elizabeth I in ceremonial dress. The 
image is in black and white and is split down the middle. Students are 
to read sources about Elizabeth I and from the source they need to 
complete the image.  Students can use colour pencils to enhance their 
image. The students should annotate their image to help them 
summarise Queen Elizabeth I.  Teacher should then ask the students 
what Elizabeth I was like. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDqnbYVtO9E Teacher to show 
this clip from 2 minutes in. It is about some of the Tudor laws Elizabeth 
I introduced.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOaxOTLmlJA Teacher to show 
this clip and ask students what do they think Elizabeth I was really like? 
How would they describe her? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lMpigAUQt_4  Teacher could 
show this clip from Elizabeth I movie which is about the Spanish 
Armada 
Students should then answer the Question: Why is Elizabeth I known as 
one of our greatest monarch’s? 
 

Plenary: If Elizabeth I was a modern celebrity who do you think she 
would be and why? Teacher to encourage students to think of her 
ability and skills rather than focus on looks. 

 

Thinking Cap – white green 

Habits of Mind – be creative 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy task to be red pen 
marked 

 

 

Resources 

Elizabeth I sources on PPT 
Elizabeth 1 50/50 sheet 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Elizabeth I 
Virgin Queen 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

Social Cultural 

 

 

Misconceptions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UXCIMmpETaA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDqnbYVtO9E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QOaxOTLmlJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lMpigAUQt_4
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The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 5 - Why was Mary Queen of 
Scots a rival for the English throne? 

 
1. Gathering describe why 

Mary was seen as a rival 
to Elizabeth. 
 

2. Processing analyse how 
Mary’s colourful life made 
some people not trust 
her. 
 
 

3. Applying Evaluate the 
moral dilemma Elizabeth I 
faced when dealing with 
her cousin 

 

 

Bell task  

:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y89YZk65qA Students are to 
watch Helen Mirren playing Elizabeth I sanction the execution of Mary 
Stuart. Students are to discuss why this was such a difficult decision. 

Learning toolbox  

Students are to start lesson by completing the card sort on Mary’s life. 
Students should then be guided through the PPT. Students will need 
to make notes on Mary’s colourful life in order to create an obituary 
for her. A help sheet could be displayed to help students with their 
work. 

Plenary: Students are to evaluate whether Mary should be 
remembered as a traitor or a Martyr 

 

Thinking Cap – white yellow 

Habits of Mind -. Question and problem solve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Card sort sheets 
PPT on Mary Queen of Scots 
VCOP sheet to help with 
obituary 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Rivalry 
Ambition 
Treason 
Treachery 
Babington Plot 
Martyr 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Spiritual Social Cultural 

 

Misconceptions:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y89YZk65qA
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Week 6 - Spanish Armada 
enquiry 

Why did Spain try to invade 
England?  

 

1. Gathering recall how the 
Spanish were defeated 
and the role of the fire 
ships. 
 

2. Processing compare 
reasons why the Spanish 
attacked England 
 
 

3. Applying Was England 
seen as weak because of 
its monarch? 

  

  

Bell task  

Knowledge check, students asked 5 questions which should be 
answered at the back of their copybooks. Corrections to be made in 
red pen. 

Learning toolbox  

Students are to look at the photocopied Depth Study on the Spanish 
Armada. Students are to find out the following information: 
WHY – did Spain attack England? 
WHY – did people doubt Elizabeth’s ability to beat the Spanish 
Armada? 
HOW – were the Spanish defeated? 
Students are to make their own boat to re-enact the armada. Students 
can watch this clip of how to do it. http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-
Paper-Boat  Students should name their boat and colour it in their 
countries colours.  
Plenary: Write down 5 things you have learned this lesson – categorise 
into most important/least important 
 

 

 

Resources 

Armada info  booklet 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Navy 
Sir Francis Drake 
Crescent 
Fireships 
Beacons 
Pirates 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

Social Cultural 

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 7-  How did religion play a 
part in an English victory? 

 
 

1. Gathering describe the 
different religions 
between the protagonists 
 

2. Processing explain why 
the belief that God was 
on their side was so 

Bell task  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-7GoyusdtQ How did many 
people believe that God now favoured Protestant England? 

Learning toolbox  

Knowledge check, students asked 5 questions which should be 
answered at the back of their copybooks. Corrections to be made in 
red pen. 
: Student are to look at the speech given by Queen Elizabeth I on the 
eve of battle. This speech could be shortened and adapted for 
different abilities whilst maintaining its authenticity.  Students should 
annotate what makes this such a great speech. Teacher will need to 
lead this task and may get students to read aloud, many may need 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Elizabeth I speech 
PPT 
Source sheet 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Paper-Boat
http://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Paper-Boat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-7GoyusdtQ
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important to each 
attacker. 
 
 

3. Applying Evaluate how 
damaging the Armada 
was to Spanish ambition 

parts of the text decoded. They should look for the following and 
highlight the parts: 

 How would those fighting be rewarded? 

 How did she make people think that God was on their side? 

 How did she portray that she was as strong as any King?  
To consolidate understanding, especially for weaker readers,  teacher 
could play a clip of the speech from the internet. 
Teacher should then focus in on the ‘usefulness’ of this source. What 
does it tell us about Elizabeth I? What does it tell us about religion in 
Tudor times? Why would this source be useful to a historian? 
ANALYIS CHALLENGE – student to write down why they believe 
Elizabeth I is remembered as one of our best monarchs.  
Plenary: Teacher to lead feedback on the analysis challenge and push 
for students to develop their ideas fully! 
 

Thinking Cap – white  black 

Habits of Mind – strive for accuarcy 

  

SMSC:  

Spiritual Social Cultural 

 

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Week 8 - James I and the 
Gunpowder plot 

 
 

1. Gathering describe why 
the plotters attacked 
Parliament 
 

2. Processing explain how 
Fawkes was captured and 
made to confess. 

3. Applying Evaluate the 
motives behind Fawkes 
limbs being sent across 
the UK. 

  

Bell task  

Knowledge check, students asked 5 questions which should be 
answered at the back of their copybooks. Corrections to be made in 
red pen. 

Learning toolbox  

Students are to be introduced to first Stuart king James I and should 
be made aware how Elizabeth I was the last of the Tudor monarchs. 
Students are to learn about why people were plotting against James 
and how the plot was uncovered. Opportunity to discuss why it was 
an attack on democracy as this will help GCSE students with Reichstag 
Fire and its importance later on. Students to compile a police report 
on the plot. Students should list suspects, aims and evidence linking 
them to the crime. Students should be encouraged to write a police 
summary of the plot. Weaker students could be given key words or 
sentence starters to help them do this. 
Plenary: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWDjhjKXedE Unusual 
punishments of Charles I 
 

Thinking Cap -  white green 

Habits of Mind – question and problem solve 
 

 

 

Resources 

PPT 
Writing frame for weaker 
students 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Puritan 
Parliament 
‘Seat of power’ 
Treason 
Execution 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual Social Cultural 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWDjhjKXedE
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Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Week 9 - Civil War 

 
 

1. Gathering describe how 
Charles was dividing the 
nation 
 

2. Processing compare 2 
reasons why people hated 
Charles 
 

3. Applying The Divine 
Right of Kings was 
Charles’ undoing. Do you 
agree? 

Bell task  

3 key words on board and students have to build into sentences. Can 
be differentiated to suit your group. 
 

Learning toolbox  

Knowledge check, students asked 5 questions which should be 
answered at the back of their copybooks. Corrections to be made in 
red pen. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FA5abHKvUBQ ‘Horrible 
Histories’ King Charles song 
: Students are to learn what a Civil War is and reasons why there was 
an English Civil War. Students should summarise in a ‘Show Sentence’ 
why some people wanted to get rid of King Charles. A show sentence 
starts simply and then builds as more information gets added. So 
students would return to add in year of Civil War; ‘Ship Tax’ etc. This 
task helps to develop skills for developed answers. Teacher to hear 
some of the show sentences.   

Plenary: Students to answer question -  is right for the King or Queen 
to take money off the people for their own purpose.  

 

Thinking Cap -  white blue 

Habits of Mind –be clear 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

PPT 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Ship tax 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

Spiritual Social Cultural 

 

 

Misconceptions:  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FA5abHKvUBQ
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Week 10-  Cavaliers v 
Roundheads 

 

1. Gathering name the two 
opposing armies in the 
Civil War 
 

2. Processing explain what 
war was like during the 
17th Century 
 
 

3. Applying Evaluate how 
civil wars were so divisive 
and could take 
generations for villages or 
families to recover from. 

Bell task  

Incorrect spellings on board and students have to correct. 
:  Knowledge check, students asked 5 questions which should be 
answered at the back of their copybooks. Corrections to be made in 
red pen. 

Learning toolbox  

 
: Students are to complete 1st inferences cartoon on roundhead and 
cavaliers. 
Students to complete the worksheet about the different sides, 
learning about their nicknames for each other and also their support 
base. Students are then to complete the second inference sheet on 
civil war tactics. Students to answer in their books what was the role 
of pikemen and musketeers in the Civil War. 

Plenary: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXUBkko4utg Horrible 
Histories English Civil War song  

Thinking Cap -  white  

Habits of Mind – use what you have learned 

 

 

Resources 

Cartoon sheet 
Worksheet 
PPT 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Musketeers 
Pikemen 
tactics 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

Spiritual Social Cultural 

 

 

Misconceptions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXUBkko4utg

