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Subject: Geography  

Scheme of Work: B1 to B6 Mastery tiles 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) How do rivers shape our world? 

Overview / Context Students look at how river shape our world. They investigate key processes of river and the landforms they create. 
Students investigate flooding in contrasting areas or the world; Bangladesh and York and student the causes, effects and 
responses to flooding and how human and physical factors are linked.  
 
 

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

 

 

Curriculum Opportunities English – Students will use a range of vocabulary to  

History – Students will be able to see the historic significance of rivers 

Art – students will be creating diagrams of rivers 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

 Use maps to write a description of the UK – (Lesson 6) 

 Students given an Ordnance Survey map of Darlington  - use four figure grid references to locate 3 human and 3 physical features 
(Lesson 7) 

 What are these places in Darlington? Use of Ordnance Survey map of Darlington with 6 figure grid references.  

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary  

 

 

Wider Reading   
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Teacher Notes  

 

 

 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Why is a bath similar to a 
river? 

Lesson 1 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe  how water is 
recycled around Earth. 

2. Processing 

Explain the water cycle 

3. Applying 

Imagine how the  key 
processes within the 
water cycle work 

Bell task  

Pupils identify the link between a river and a bath tub 

 

Learning toolbox  

Recap knowledge of water cycle form year 7. Show video 
clip to introduce new processes such as infiltration. 
Pupils to draw and annotate a diagram of the water cycle. 
Self-assessment of diagram after completion of task. 
Plenary – pupils to answer the question – why is a bath 
similar to a river? Using new key terms from lesson. 
Stretch and challenge: 
Why does a large amount of interception mean less water 
will reach a river? 
What would cause there to be a greater amount of 
surface runoff? 
What two things would cause an increase in the amount 
of evapotranspiration? 

 

Plenary  

Pupils to answer the question – why is a bath similar to a 
river? Using new key terms from lesson. 
 

 

 

 

- Discussion 

 

- Targeted questions  
 

- Plenary activity 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Media clips  

PPT 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

River  infiltration interception 

evapotranspiration 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen marking 

SPAG 

Recall/Homework:  

 None 

SMSC:  

Social – students explore 
the ideas of the movement 
of water  

Misconceptions:  

Often students believe that 
water can flow uphill 
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Where do rivers come from? 

 
Lesson 2 
 

1. Gathering. 

Describe  where a river 
begins and ends 

 

2. Processing 

Distinguish between the 
features of a drainage basin  

 

3. Applying 

Predict how river shapes the 
land in the upper course 

 

Bell task  

keyword fill to recap learning from previous lesson 

 

 

Learning toolbox 

Video clip to show journey and key features of a river. 
Pupils to label and annotate a diagram of a river basin 
and then explain how rivers shape the land in the upper 
course through the annotation of a diagram of a V-shaped 
valley. Stretch and challenge – what are the factors that 
impact upon the speed of erosion in a river? 

 
 

Plenary  

5 groups of key terms, pupils to identify the odd one out 
and give reasons to explain their choice e.g. Infiltration, 
Percolation, Source 

 

- Label diagram 
 

- Individual work 
 
 

- Targeted questions 

Resources 

PPT Media clip 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

River basin 

V shaped valley 

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen during the lesson 

Recall/Homework:  

Recall key words 

SMSC:  

Social- students learn how 
river shape the land we live 
on 

Misconceptions: 

None 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

How do rivers shape our 
world? 

Lesson 3 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe  the main features 
of a river 

 
2. Processing 

Explain the  erosion and 
transport processes 

 

Bell task  

recap learning- draw and label a drainage basin from 
memory with labels added. 

 

Learning toolbox  

show pupils the long profile of a river and describe the 
changes that take place downstream. Pupils to complete a card 
sort to match the different river features to a description of 
them. Pupils are then to create a long profile in their books 
with pictures of features and annotate their long profile using 
criteria to show the changes that take place downstream. 
Stretch and challenge  - Bedload is the stones and other 
material that lie on the river bed as it is too heavy to be carried 
along, add labels to your long profile to show how and why the 

 
- Label diagram 

 
- Draw river features 

 
 

- Recall key features 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

PPT  

colours 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Long profile 

Bedload 

Marking Opportunity:  

Red Pen  

Spag 

Recall/Homework:  
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3. Applying 

Imagine what happens to a 
river as it flows downstream 

 

size of bed load changes as you move down stream 

 

Plenary  

pupils to complete a written description of the long 
profile to describe how it changes downstream. 
 

None 

  

SMSC:  

Social – exploration of 
features that are seen 
everyday 

Misconceptions:  

Students may believe that 
other erosional features 
shaped the rivers 

 

How are waterfalls formed? 
Assessment 

Lesson 4 
 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the main features 
of a waterfall 

2. Processing 
 

Explain how a waterfall 
develops 

3. Applying 

  Imagine how  other 
features associated with 
waterfalls are formed 
 
 
 

Bell task  

Recap of learning picture of 5 river features on the board 
pupils to name them. 
 

 

Learning toolbox 

 

– Video clip on formation of waterfalls. Pupils show 
diagrams and pictures to explain the formation of 
a waterfall. Pupils to complete story board on 
formation of a waterfall using differentiated 
criteria. Stretch and challenge - How is a gorge 
formed? 

Plenary  

5 groups of key terms, pupils to identify the odd one out 
and give reasons to explain their choice e.g.  

Rapids Delta Flood 
plain  

Flat valleys  

 

 

- Groupwork 
 

- Discussion 
 

- Evaluation  
 

- Questioning  

Resources 

PPT  

Media Clip 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Waterfall rapids delta flood 
plain flat valleys gorge 

Marking Opportunity:  

- Red Pen Spag 

Recall/Homework:  

None 

SMSC:  

Social – waterfalls are 
places where students visit 

Misconceptions: 

Students who have studied 
glaciation may believe that 
glaciers carved the valleys 
out. 
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The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

What would we find in the 
middle and lower course? 

Lesson 5 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe a meander 

 

2. Processing 

Explain the features of a 
meander 

 

3. Applying 

Imagine how other features 
are formed by meanders 
 
 

Bell task  

Picture of River Thames – pupils to guess the lesson topic 
from the picture and create their own learning objectives 

 

 

Learning toolbox  

Teacher uses diagrams to explain formation of meanders 
and ox-bow lakes. Pupils are then to create their own 
annotated diagrams using differentiated criteria. Stretch 
and challenge – add the specific types of erosion to your 
explanations 

 

Plenary  

Pupils to look at photo of a meander and identify 
processes that will take place and features that will be 
created. 
 

 
- Group work 

 

- Discussion 
 

- Plenary Task 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

- PPT  
- Paper and 

Diagrams 
- Pencils 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Meander   Ox bow lake 

Marking Opportunity:  

SPAG during the lesson 

Recall/Homework:  

 St Aidan’s recall 

SMSC:  

Social – students will be 
able to recognise features 
from their local 
area/countryside 

Misconceptions:  

Students will know that 
these features are created 
naturally and not man made 

 

Why do places flood? 

Lesson 6 
 
1. Gathering. 

Describe key terms related 
to  flooding 

 

2. Processing 

Bell task  

Pupils watch a video clip of a flood and need to write 
down what has happened and why it has happened. 
 

 

Learning toolbox 

Recap of key terms – human and physical. Pupils sort 
sentences in the correct order to explain how a flood occurs. 

 

- Questioning  

 

- Observation 

 

- Diagram annotation 

Resources 

PPT  

Media clip 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Flooding 

Marking Opportunity:  



 
Subject @ SAA                                                                                                                                                                                 

Explain the causes of 
flooding 

3. Applying 
 

  Imagine why a river floods 
 

Show pupils pictures of different factors causing flooding e.g. 
impermeable rock and guide pupils to reflect on how these 
factors contribute to flooding. Pupils to annotate a diagram to 
identify as many causes of flooding as possible, explain the 
causes and then classify into human and physical causes. 
Stretch and challenge – which factors contribute to flooding 
the most human or physical? Justify your answer. 

 
 

Plenary  

How do you think people feel about flooding? What kind of 
problems does flooding cause? Is it anyone's fault? What will 
happen to the water? And when? 

- Peer marking  
- SPAG during the 

lesson 

Recall/Homework:  

- St Aidan’s 
Homework 

SMSC:  

Moral – students will try to 
understand that there are 
human causes to flooding 

Misconceptions: 

Flooding is a natural 
phenomena 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Why does Bangladesh flood 
every year? 

Lesson 7 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the causes of 
flooding in Bangladesh 

 

2. Processing 

Explain more about the 
country of Bangladesh 

 

3. Applying 

Evaluate in detail the factors 
contributing to flooding in 
Bangladesh  
 

Bell task  

Picture on board of a house in Bangladesh on stilts and 
pupils have to describe 3 feature of the house. 
 

 

Learning toolbox  

 

Video clip of flooding in Bangladesh. Pupils to create a maps of 
Bangladesh and annotate it with the human and physical 
causes of flooding. Stretch and challenge – what could the 
people of Bangladesh do to try and lessen the effects of flooding? 

 

Plenary  

– Do you think human or physical causes are mainly to blame for 
flooding in Bangladesh? Explain your answer 

 
- - label and annotate maps 

 
- Targeted  questions for G 

and T 
 

- Plenary task 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  
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Classify the causes into 
human and physical and make 
links between them 

 

What are the effects of 
flooding in Bangladesh? 
Assessment 

Lesson 8 
 

1. Gathering. 

Describe the effects of 
flooding in Bangladesh 

 
2. Processing 

Explain why so many people 
died 

 

3. Applying 

 Judge how flooding is 
different in other parts of 
the world 

 

Bell task  

Choose one of the causes below and explain how it causes 
flooding in Bangladesh 

1. Monsoon rains from May to September 
2. Many rivers flow into Bangladesh 
3. Bangladesh is a very flat country  

 

 

Learning toolbox 

– Classify effects into social, economic and 
environmental. Pupils to answer the question ‘Why did 
so many people die?’ using differentiated criteria. Stretch 
and challenge – how do you think the UK would deal with 
flooding if it was forecast to happen every year? 

 
 

Plenary  

Create a 60 second newsflash on flooding in Bangladesh 
using the facts you have learnt this lesson. 

 

- Targeted questioning 
 

- PAIR marking  

Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Bangladesh  Monsoon 

Marking Opportunity:  

SPAG 

Recall/Homework:  

Recall of key words 

SMSC:  

Moral – should we make 
flood defences a priority in 
the UK? 

Misconceptions: 

Students believe that 
flooding happens in places 
other than Darlington 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

What causes York to flood? 

Lesson 9 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe  the causes of 
flooding in York 

 

Bell task  

Choose a picture from the board and create a headline to 
go with one of them 

 

Learning toolbox  

Pupils are to answer the question ‘why does York flood?’ 
using a set of mystery cards – some are relevant so are 

 
- Key question, extended 

writing 

 

- Questioning  
 

-  
 

Resources: 

PPT Card sort Map 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Landscape   Flooding 

Marking Opportunity:  
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2. Processing 

Explain more about the 
human and physical landscape 
of York 

 

3. Applying 

Evaluate the factors 
contributing to flooding in 
York  
 
 

not. Pupils to annotate a map of York with the causes of 
flooding in York using the mystery cards to help. Stretch 
and challenge- What kind of help do people need when 
there's a flood? How do they get it? 
 

 
 

Plenary  

Pupils to decide on the 3 main reasons causing York to 
flood. 

- Discussion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Red pen during the 
lesson 

Recall/Homework:  

 Next lesson 

SMSC:  

Cultural – should we protect 
our historic towns 

Misconceptions:  

None encountered 

What are the effects of York 
flooding? 

Lesson 10 
 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the effects of 
flooding in York 

 
2. Processing 

Explain the  effects and 
responses to floods 

 

 

3. Applying 

 
Justify which effects are 
worse in an MEDC or LEDC 

 

Bell task  

– Recap – write down causes of flooding in York. 
 

Learning toolbox 

Pupils to sort statements into effects and responses to 
the flood in York then complete a piece of extended 
writing using differentiated criteria on the effects and 
responses to flooding in York. Stretch and challenge – 
how do the effects of flooding in an MEDC compare to the 
effects of flooding in and LEDC? Use accurate 
geographical terms and facts and figures in your answer.  

 
 

Plenary  

How can we reduce flooding in York? 

Try and come up with a 5 point action plan on how to 
reduce flooding in York 

 

- Evaluation question 

 

 

- Extended writing 

 

- Plenary question  

Resources 

PPT card sort 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Flood plain 

Marking Opportunity:  

- Red pen Spag 

Recall/Homework:  

Recall key words 

SMSC:  

Cultural – should we just let 
some places flood  

Misconceptions: 

Students may believe that 
some places inland are not 
prone to flooding 

How can we protect 
ourselves from flooding? 

  Lesson 11 

Bell task  

Picture of house on board surrounded by levees and 
flooding-  pupils to ask 5 geographical questions about 

- Evaluation question 

 

- Decision making exercise 
 

Resources 

PPT    

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
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1.  Gathering   

Name 3 examples of hard and 
soft engineering 

2.  Processing 

Explain how rivers can be 
managed 

      

3.   Applying 

Evaluate the positives and 
negatives of each technique 

 

 

the picture 

Learning toolbox 

Pupils investigate each method of flood control, and write 
a short paragraph about each one to consider how the 
method works, the positives and the negatives of each 
technique using differentiated criteria. Stretch and 
challenge – what can people do to prepare before the 
flood arrives? Create an action plan. 
 

Plenary 

Which strategy is best for protecting areas against 
floods? Justify 

- Justification task in plenary opportunities 

Levees 

Marking Opportunity:  

- SPAG redpen 

Recall/Homework:  

None 

SMSC:  

Social – can we live with 
amendments to the 
landscape 

Misconceptions: 

None encountered 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

How can we make our 
houses flood proof? 

Lesson 12 
 

4.  Gathering   

Describe  how we can 
change our homes to cope 
with floods 

 

 

5.  Processing 

       Explain key features of 
flood proofing 
 

 

6.   Applying 

Bell task  

Recap – flood protection methods and how they work 

Learning toolbox 

Pupils to design and annotate a flood proof house using 
differentiated criteria. Stretch and challenge – design a 
flood proof house for an LEDC 
 

Plenary 

Tell me 
3 things you have learned 
2 things you have done well 
1 thing you could improve on / want to know 
more about 

 

- PAIR task 

 

- Individual questions 

Resources 

PPT 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

LEDC   Flood proof 

Marking Opportunity:  

PAIR marking 

Recall/Homework:  

None 

SMSC:  

Cultural – can we live in 
flood proof houses 

Misconceptions 

Students may believe that 
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Justify flood proofing 
methods used 

 

 

all houses are flood proof. 

    

    

    


