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Subject: Geography  

Scheme of Work: B1 to B6 Mastery tiles 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) Introduction to geography.  

Overview / Context An introduction to geography including basic map skills and location work where students explore where they live from 
local to nation scales. Have appreciation of the physical and human geography of their place and understand how it 
connects to the wider world. 
Field work opportunity: Field sketch of a part of the school / local area 
 

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

 

 

Curriculum Opportunities  Art – students will be creating maps and using colour to shade them 

English – Students will be describing and explaining where  place are. 

History – students will understand what is Britishness 

 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

 Use maps to write a description of the UK – (Lesson 6) 

 Students given an Ordnance Survey map of Darlington  - use four figure grid references to locate 3 human and 3 physical features 
(Lesson 7) 

 What are these places in Darlington? Use of Ordnance Survey map of Darlington with 6 figure grid references.  

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary Map Compass, Grid Reference, Contour Line, Spot Height, Symbols, Great Britain, British Isles, United Kingdom, England, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales. 
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Wider Reading  All information/ resources required to teach this unit is provided. At home students will be asked to read and learn key words or 
information as recall homework. 
Students will be provided with a revision booklet to prepare for their first assessment.  
 

Teacher Notes Develop an understanding of what geography is. Become familiar with the world map by locating different continents, 
oceans and countries. Have an understanding of what it means to be British. Know what the UK is and the different 
countries that make up the UK. Understand where people in the UK come from. Know how to read and interpret maps. 
Be able to use grid references to locate places. Be able to draw your own map and describe locations. Identify positive 
features of the local area.  
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The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

What is 
geography? 

 
 
Lesson 1 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

Describe what geography 
is 

 

2. Processing 
 

Explain the difference 
between human and 
physical geography 

 

3. Applying 

Evaluate learning by being 
able to recognise physical and 
human features which are local 
to the students 

 

Bell task  

Students complete a spider diagram or KWL outlining 
what they know about geography 

 

Learning toolbox  

Card sort – organise into physical and human 
geography. Differentiated written piece on physical 
and human geography.  
Stretch and challenge – can you make any links 
between human and physical geography? 
 
Plenary: Name as many local human and physical 
features as you can 
 
Thinking Caps: 
Yellow 
Habits of Mind: 
Work together, be clear and keep learning. 
 
 
Plenary  

Name as many local human and physical features as 
you can 
 

- Pair work 

 

- Explanation of human and 
physical features 
 

 

- Plenary task 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: PPT 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Human/Physical Geography 

Marking Opportunity:  

- Red Pen marking during the lesson 
to correct SPAG 

Recall/Homework:  

 First HW Lesson 2 

SMSC:  

Social – understanding what social 
means in geography 

Misconceptions: Students may not 
be able to differentiate between 
physical and human geography 
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Where are the 
continents and oceans 
located? 

 
 
Lesson 2 
 

Gathering.  Name  all 
continents and oceans on a 
map of the world 

 

 

Processing 

Describe where the 
continents and oceans are 
located  

 

Applying 

 Create a map to show where 
the continents and oceans are 
at 

Bell task  

Write down continents and oceans in the back of your 
book.  
 

Learning toolbox 

Memory map – students work in teams to create a 
map from memory of all the continents and oceans. 
Self assess their group work using criteria. 
Students then create their own maps using 
differentiated criteria.  
Stretch and challenge: 
Include different colours for mountain ranges and 
deserts 
 
Plenary  

Write a description to accompany maps. Sentence 
starters to assist. 
 
Thinking caps: Yellow 
 
Habits of mind: 

 
Question, problem solve and be clear 
 
 

 

- Check previous 
knowledge 
 

- Evaluation questions 
using the success criteria 
 
 

- Targeted questions 

Resources 

PPT  

Blank Maps 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Continents/countries 

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen during lesson SPAG 

Peer assess maps 

Recall/Homework:  

Key word recall/locations 

SMSC:  

Cultural – students explore places 
that are outside of their known world 

Misconceptions: 

The difference between a country 
and a continent 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

What is Britishness? 

 
Lesson 3 

 
1. Gathering. 

 

Bell task   Pass the book - In pairs students are to 
begin mind map around the word Britain 

 

Learning toolbox  

Students watch a video clip from the BBC News website 

Peer assessment of maps 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

PPT  

Yellow stickers 

Media Clip 
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Describe what is meant by 
the term Britishness 

 

 

2. Processing 
 

Explain how you feel about 
Britishness  

 

3. Applying 
4.  

Explain the extent to 
which you feel British 

 

showing children talking about whether they feel British. 
Students are to discuss the video and reflect on the 
extent to which they feel British. 
Teacher led presentation on Britishness. What is 
Britishness? Students are shown a short video clip 
and are led through a series of images. The images are 
intentionally stereotypical with ‘traditional’ images in 
order to provoke a reaction from the students.  
However, the final image is of a girl wearing a Hijab 
whose face is painted with the Union Jack.  This image 
should really spark a debate about the definition of the 
term ‘Britishness’. 
Students write a written piece or draw some diagrams 
to represent Britishness using differentiated criteria. 

 

Stretch and Challenge: 
Why is Britishness a complex issue? Can Britishness 
mean different things to different people? Explain. 

 

Plenary  

Word wall. On a Post-it note, students write down one 
word to answer the question, ‘What is Britishness?’ 
 
Thinking caps: Red  
 
Habits of Mind: Understand others 
 

 

 

 

Observation via group work 

 

Targeted questions 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities  

British  Union Jack Hijab 

Marking Opportunity:  

Red Pen during lesson SPAG 

Recall/Homework:  

 Key word recall 

SMSC:  

Moral: Students explore the idea of 
Britishness and who is British. 

Misconceptions:  

The idea that colour of skin means 
that you are not British.  
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What is the UK? 
What countries make up 
the UK? 

Where are different 
places in the UK? 

 

Lesson 4 
 

1. Gathering.  
 

Name different features on 
a map 

 

2. Processing 
 

Explain where the  
physical features on a map 
of Great Britain are 

 
3. Applying 

Imagine what the 
differences between the 
UK, British Isles, England 
and Great Britain 

 

  

Bell task:  Cardsort / quiz 
 

Learning toolbox: 

Video of the British Isles – watch and make notes. 
Map of Britain to be completed by students using 
atlases. This could be done as a map from memory 
group activity first.  
 
Stretch and challenge -  use your maps to write a 
description of the UK using key geographical terms. 
Do you consider yourself to be British, English, 
Scottish, Irish, Welsh or something else? Why?  
 

Plenary: Add to key terms and check understanding of 
key terms. 
 
Thinking Caps: White 
 
Habits of Mind: Keep learning  

 

 

Feedback from quiz 

 

Observation of how maps are 
created 

 

Key word test 

 

 

Resources: 

Powerpoint 

Atlases 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities: 

Identity, British, Irish, English, 
Scottish, Welsh.  

Marking Opportunity:  

Red pen during lesson SPAG 

Evaluation question 

Recall/Homework:  

Key word recall 

SMSC:  

Cultural: students explore their own 
cultural identity 

Misconceptions: 

Students might misinterpret their own 
identity and they can explore other 
ideas of being British. 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Who Are we? 

 
Lesson 5 
 

 

Bell task  

Class vote - Are you British 
Teacher to use Excel to display results as a graph 
 

- Peer Assessment 

 

- Timeline completion 
 

Resources: 

PPT  

Task Sheet 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
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1. Gathering. 

Describe where people in 
Britain come from 

 

2. Processing 
 

Sort the  events in 
chronological order 

 

3. Applying 
 

Imagine what  categories 
the  different groups of 
immigrants fall into 

 

 

Learning toolbox  

Students use the task sheet to investigate immigrants 
coming to the UK. They order them chronologically 
and then complete the time line.  
Extension 
Students decide which type of immigrant each person 
is and add that to their timeline 
Stretch and challenge: Is anyone indigenous to 
England? Why? 

 

Plenary  

If you could migrate to any country where would you 
go and why? 

 
Thinking Caps 

Red 
Habits of Mind 

Look at it another way 

- Discussion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

opportunities 

Immigrant Migration 

Marking Opportunity:  

   Recall Homework 

 Maintenance marking         
during the lesson 

Recall/Homework:  

 Key word recall 

SMSC:  

Cultural – understanding immigration 
to the UK 

Misconceptions:  

Students will be able to understand 
the importance if migration to the UK 
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How do we use maps? 

What are map symbols and 
how are they used? 

 

 
 
Lesson 6 
 
1. Gathering. 

Describe what map 
symbols are  

 

 

2. Processing 

Explain  how to read map 
symbols on an OS map of 
the local area 

 

 

3. Applying 

Imagine how map symbols 
match up with features  

  

Bell task  

Video clip shown on why we use maps. Students to 
mind map as many reasons as possible. Class 
discussion to follow 
 

Learning toolbox 

Show students a hand drawn picture of a place. They 
are to note down as many features as they can. 
 
Show students a map of the picture. They are now to 
draw the appropriate map symbol for the place. 
Volunteers come to the board and draw symbols. 
Question students on what they would do if there was 
a symbol on a map that they did not know? – answer 
look at the key. 
Group task – students are given a large OS map of the 
local area. They are given a pack with a range of 
features in them, e.g. cars, houses, roads, rivers, 
places etc. They are to place them on the appropriate 
places on the OS map 
Self assessment of group work. 
 
Stretch and Challenge 
Give three more complex symbols that we haven’t 
learnt about as a class and explain how they are used. 

 

Plenary  

Exit ticket - two things learn and one skill.  
 
Thinking caps  
Green 
 
Habits of Mind 
Use what you have learned 

 

- Draw map symbols  
 
Match map symbols with 
features on map 
 
Self assessment of group 
work 

Resources 

PPT  

Ordnance Survey Maps 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Ordnance Survey 

Symbol 

Marking Opportunity:  

- Recall Homework 
- Maintenance marking in 

lesson 

Recall/Homework:  

Key word recall 

SMSC:  

Social -  students develop an 
awareness of how map symbols 
relate to real life objects 

 

Misconceptions: 

Students will be able to 
understand more difficult symbols 
and separate them from ones 
which relate closely to them or 
look similar 
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The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

How do we use grid 
references to locate 
places? 

 
Lesson 7 

 
1. Gathering. 

To describe how to identify  
places using 4 figure grid 
references 

 

2. Processing 

Explain the  location of  places 
using 4  figure grid references 

 

3. Applying 

Imagine how more accurate a 
6 figure grid reference would 
be 

Bell task  

Locate places on the map. Why was this difficult? 
 

Learning toolbox  

Introduce grid references.  Demonstrate how to 
calculate the four figure grid reference for the 
campsite – Red and green cards used as AFL tool to 
ensure understanding before moving on. 
Paired task – students to first independently choose 
four or five locations on the map given to them and 
write down a four figure grid reference. They must 
then give their four figure grid references to a 
partner, their partner must work out what feature is 
in each. Students then mark their partners work 
Stretch and challenge – come and get an OS map of 
Stanley – use four figure grid references to locate 3 
human features and 3 physical features 
Teacher then introduces 6 figure grid references and 
completes a series of small tasks with students using 
the PPT – red and green cards used by students. 
Complete worksheet either 4 or 6 figure depending 
on ability. 

 

Plenary  

Grid references in action game 

 

Thinking caps  

Blue 

Habits of Mind 

Strive for accuracy 

- Locate places on a map 

 

 

- Demonstrate how to use 
the 4 figure grid 
references 

 

- Complete 6 figure grid 
reference assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Grid reference 

Location 

Marking Opportunity:  

- Peer marking 

 

Recall/Homework:  

 Key word recall 

 

SMSC:  

Social – Students will be able to 
locate places within their own 
environment 

Misconceptions:  

Students have been known to mix up 
the way they locate a place on a map 
by using the wrong locational method 
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How do we show height on 
a map? 

 
Lesson 8 
 

1. Gathering. 

Describe  how height can 
be shown on a map 

 
2. Processing 

Compare patterns using 
contour lines 

3. Applying 

  Explain why  relief maps 
use colour shading and 
contour lines 

 

Bell task  

Here are answers, what is the question? 
 

Learning toolbox 

Explain contour lines showing the power point – 
pupils complete match activity. 
Students create their own relief map of the UK using 
differentiated criteria.  
Stretch and challenge - Where are the major cities 
located in comparison to the relief? Write a paragraph 
to explain where most people live and why. 

 

Plenary  

Complete OS map questions 

 

Thinking Caps  

Blue 

 

Habits of Mind 

Strive for accuracy 

 
 

 

- Create relief map 
 

- Match contour lines to 
feature 
 

- Extended writing 
 

Resources 

PPT  

Maps 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Contour lines 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking during the 
lesson 

Recall/Homework:  

Key word recall 

SMSC:  

Social – awareness of landscapes in 
the town area and beyond 

Misconceptions: 

Students may not be able to 
recognise changes in height and 
relate them to the contour lines 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

How do I describe my 
route to school? 

How do I draw a map of 
my local area 

 
 
Lesson 9 

Bell task   List 10 key features or landmarks that you 
can think of around Darlington that you pass on your 
way to school. 

 

Learning toolbox  

Look at sketch map and write down criteria of what 
makes a good map.  

- Recognise landmarks 
 
 

- Create a map 

 

- Self asses map 

 

Resources: 

PPT  

Maps 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Labels 
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1. Gathering. 

Describe your route to 
school 

 

2. Processing 

Explain how you get to 
school using geographical 
language 

 

3. Applying 

Evaluate your map and 
explanation  

 

Students draw a map to represent their route to 
school using shared criteria and differentiated 
coloured criteria.  
 
Stretch and challenge 
Add labels to your map to show the physical and 
human features and describe the features by 
annotating your map.  
Students then write a description of their route to 
school.  

 

Plenary  

Self assess map and written description using 
coloured criteria 
 
Thinking caps: 
White  
 
Habits of Mind 
Strive for accuracy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical  

Human 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking 

 

Recall/Homework:  

 Key words 

SMSC:  

Social – students can relate key 
features from maps 

Misconceptions:  

Students often struggle to orientate 
the map correctly 
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Lesson 10 
 

Why is Darlington a good 
place to live? 

 
 
1. Gathering. 

 
Describe the  positive features 
of our local area to encourage 
people to live there 

 

2. Processing 
 

Explain what are the positive 
features of Darlington  

 

3. Applying 
 

Judge whether Darlington is a 
good place to live. 

  

Bell task  

Mind map anything you know that is positive about 
the north east of England – video to assist with ideas. 
 

 

Learning toolbox 

Group task – students use differentiated criteria to 
create a presentation persuading people to live in 
Darlington. They must include: 

• Location (map and writing) 
• Background information 
• What facilities / attractions there are 
• Why people should live here 

 - Schools 
 - Transport links 
 - Job opportunities 
 - New housing developments 
Stretch and Challenge: Why is Darlington a good 
place to live for different groups of people? 
 
Plenary  

Self assess map and written description using 
coloured criteria 
 
 

Thinking Caps  

Green 

 

Habits of Mind 

Be creative 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 

PPT  

Maps 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Location/facilities/attractions/transport 
links 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking during the 
lesson 

Recall/Homework:  

None 

SMSC:  

Cultural – students will have a better 
idea about what is in the Darlington 
area with regards to facilities 

 

Misconceptions: 

 

Students will believe that they 
Darlington doesn’t have a great deal 
to offer. 
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Why is Darlington a good 
place to live? 

 

Lesson 10 
1. Gathering 

 

2. Processing 
 

 

4. Applying 
 

 

Bell task  

 

Learning toolbox 

 

Plenary  

 

Thinking Caps  

 

 

Habits of Mind 

 

 Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

 

 


