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Subject:English  

Scheme of Work: Term: Autumn 

Topic / Unit(s) Dare to Scare Victorian Literature (Leading to Dickens’s ‘A Christmas Carol’). 

Overview / Context Horror has the power to move readers emotionally and psychologically. This unit explores a variety of horror texts in order to address the question: ‘How do 
horror stories scare us?’ The unit develops students’ close analysis of a writer’s craft, as well as the comparison and evaluation of differing narrative 
approaches. Students explore the genre by reading extracts from classic Gothic horror, modern horror fiction, a Tennyson poem, and Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth. The unit also crosses genres into the futuristic terror of science fiction with Patrick Ness and explores the comedic touches developed by Charles 
Higson to both amuse and repulse a reader. Exploration of setting, characterisation, atmosphere and themes as well as study vocabulary and grammatical 
features, this is a unit that many students choose to read for pleasure, so it can provide a motivating route into the study of Gothic classics such as Dracula 
and Sleepy Hollow by comparing them with modern masters of the genre such as Susan Hill.  

 

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

By the end of the unit, students should be able to: 

 Analyse and respond to a range of differing viewpoints and themes in a variety of texts from the horror genre 
 Use literary and linguistic terminology precisely and support explanations with close textual references and quotations 
 Analyse in depth and detail literary and grammatical features, exploring their effects on reader, including connotation, imagery, irony and the 

impact of noun phrases 
 Establish and sustain distinctive character, point of view and voice in their own fiction writing – drawing on a wide range of techniques and devices 

used by writers.  

Curriculum Opportunities  Analysing how writers depict setting, theme and character. 
 Commenting on a range of literary techniques, e.g. vocabulary, imagery and narrative voice. 
 Comparing and evaluating the effectiveness of the horror extracts. 
 Creating an effective opening, drawing on a range of literary features to create atmosphere and tension. 
 Establishing an effective narrative voice, sentence structures and punctuation to create impact and drama. 
 Precise and confident use of literary terminology in the accompanying commentaries. 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

 

Reading: Reading and analysing one/two/three horror extracts and writing a reasoned report recommending one of them to be included in an anthology of 
horror writing for teenagers. (Lesson 10) 

 

Writing: Writing the opening for a horror story in two contrasting styles, with accompanying commentaries explaining language choices. (Lesson 7) 
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Speaking and Listening: On your own, use your notes to compile information for a short report, comparing how the authors use language methods to 

build up a sense of horror in these extracts. While making comparisons you could use the following phrases: 

• Both authors use… 
• Whereas du Maurier uses… 
• In comparison… 
• Another technique that both authors use is… 
• A similar example of… 
• In contrast… 

As you make notes, remember to: 

• Include quotations to back up your points 
• Make sure you explain the effects of methods, and do not just list them 
• Group your ideas together in paragraphs. Start a new paragraph for a different topic.  

You will be ranked 1-3 for each of these bullet points, 3 will be the highest ranking and 1 will be the lowest. (Lesson 5) 

 

 

Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary Please see Notes sections below. 

 

Wider Reading  A variety of texts and extracts are used throughout the unit of work. Level of text challenge is at teacher’s discretion. 

Teacher Notes  

 

 

 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 1 
Dare to Scare Introduction 

Bell task  

As you watch the Thriller video mind map examples of what happens and 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

Resources: 

Week 1 Folder 
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Tales of terror have been sending 
shivers down readers’ spines for 
centuries. Whether it’s a ghost story 
read aloud on a dark stormy night, or 
vampires swooping across a cinema 
screen, there’s something about 
horror which keeps us coming back 
for more.  

 

In this unit you will explore how 
writers of horror stories exploit our 
greatest fears, dare us to confront 
them, and take our imaginations on a 
rollercoaster ride of thrills and terror. 
You will be let into the secrets of 
creating the ‘language’ of fear’ so 
you too can lead your reader into the 
darkest recesses of their minds.  

 

 

Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering - Reactivate prior 
knowledge and retrieve 
relevant information by 
discussing different 
frightening things and why 
people enjoy being scared 
by horror stories.  

 Processing - Respond to 
interview with a horror writer 

 Applying – writing 
sentences that increase 
from scare, to terror, to 
petrification. 

 

what you see and hear around the picture answering ‘what makes 
‘Thriller’ horror?’ Click on the hyperlinked picture that will take you to the 
shortened version of Thriller. 

 

 

Learning toolbox  

1. Write the title ‘How do horror stories scare us?’ Read the 
interview with Horror writer Sara Pinborough. Write down four 
main pieces of advice that she gives about horror writing. What 
have we got? 

2. What are the elements of Horror? Fear, surprise, mystery, 
suspense. Complete the handout and fix it into your exercise 
book. This sheet can be differentiated. Can students add to this 
list? 

3. We all have different fear threshold and are afraid of different 
things. List the three things that scare you the most. Compare 
your list with a partner’s and agree which would be the most 
likely to feature in a horror story and why? What have we got? 

4. Why do people enjoy being frightened by they read? What are 
your top three reasons. 

 
 

Plenary  

 

Write sentences that increase from to scare, to terror, to 
petrification. 

 

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Fear, surprise, mystery, 
suspense, terror, petrification, 
macabre 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self 
and peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

What makes an effective 
horror story of film? Write 
down your thoughts and 
ideas. 

 

SMSC:  

Why do we like to be 
scared? Do we all have a 
macabre side? 

Misconceptions:  
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Lesson 2 
Sinister Settings 
 

Common reoccurring images, 
sometimes called motifs, feature in 
many horror stories, because they 
help to create a mood of threat and 
fear. 

 

 

Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering - Analyse the 
themes and motifs of typical 
horror stories. 

 Processing - Identify how a 
writer creates a feeling of 
fear. 

 Applying – write in the 

style of a horror writer 

  

Bell task  

• Look at the picture and pick out some of the motifs that you 
might expect to find in a horror story.  

• Produce a detailed mind map, example of mapping selected by 
teacher 

 

Learning toolbox 

 

Discuss which motifs you think are the most frightening. Rank the top 
three scariest. Explain your choices. 

 

More able: Using the whole story. 

In the story the narrator makes his way towards the room with the 
intention of spending the night there. He does so with trepidation because 
he has been told that a recent visitor died a mysterious death. 

 

• The use of colours can help to create a feeling of fear. List the 
colours mentioned. Explain how each one adds to the 
threatening atmosphere.  

• How else does the writer create a feeling of fear? Select four 
quotations and explain their effects. 

Look for: 

• Horror motifs 
• Images that suggest the narrator is not alone 
• Descriptions of light, dark and shadows 
• The narrator’s reactions 

What do these tell us? 

 
 

Plenary  

Continue the extract. Plan the next /one/two/three paragraphs of ‘The Red 
room’. Try to maintain the style of the story. 

 

Homework: Write the next three paragraphs of ‘The Red room’. Try to 
maintain the style of the story. 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

Resources 
Week 2 Folder (PPT Glossary 
can be adapted) 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Trepidation, narrator, 
atmosphere. Refer to 
glossary sheet. 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self 
and peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  
Homework: Continue the 
extract. Write the next three 
paragraphs of ‘The Red room’. 
Try to maintain the style of the 
story. 

 

SMSC:  

What do we learn from 
being scared? 

Misconceptions: 
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The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 3 

From the Ordinary to 
the Extraordinary 

 

 

Noun phrase: a group of words built 
up around a single noun, the head 
phrase where the other words, 
adjectives, tell us something about 
the noun.  

 

 

‘Atmosphere is key and it is all in 
your description.’ Sarah Pinborough 

 

 

Bell task  

The mind mapped nouns and adjectives are taken from the description of 
a house in a story. Looking at the words, what can you work out about the 
house 

 

Learning toolbox  

 

Using the words create the most scary, chilling noun phrases you can by 
combining an adjective with a noun, ‘steamy air’. Explain how it might 
make the reader feel, ‘steamy air creates a suffocating tension because it 
suggests hot and claustrophobic weather.’ 

 

The adjectives and nouns are taken from ‘The Demon Lover’ story. Read 
the story or the extract and complete the activities.  

 

1. How do the combinations of nouns and adjectives used by 
Bowen compare to the ones you created? Which do you think 
are the most effective and why? 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Lesson 3 folder 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Adjectives, nouns, noun 
phrase, Phobia 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self 
and peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  
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Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering - Analyse in 
detail how language can 
create atmosphere and 
build tension. 

 Processing - Create noun 
phrases to convey a chilling 
mood. 

 Applying - Compare their 
noun phrases with those 
used by Elizabeth Bowen in 
the extract from The Demon 
Lover. 

 

2. Write down the phrases used by Bowen which create a sinister 
or hostile atmosphere. For each phrase, explain how the words 
are used to create this effect. 

 
 

Plenary  

Using your notes and quotations from the text explain how the writer 
creates an atmosphere of tension 

Look back at your Red Room paragraph work and select three 
areas that shows tense atmosphere and/or fearful tension. 
Annotate your work with reasons how and why – words, sentence 
structures and punctuation.  

 

 

 
 Look back at your Red 
Room paragraph work and 
select three areas that 
shows tense atmosphere 
and/or fearful tension. 
Annotate your work with 
reasons how and why – 
words, sentence structures 
and punctuation.  

SMSC:  

How do we have phobias? 
What is Phobia? How are 
phobia’s initiated? 

Misconceptions:  

 

 

 

Lesson 4 
You’re Welcome 
 

Creating a character is a vital part of 
horror writing and the vampire is one 
of the stock characters of horror 
stories. Its popularity was given a 
huge boost in the C19th by the 
publication of Dracula by Bram 
Stoker. 

 

 

Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering - Use inference 
to explore characterisation 

 Processing - Understand 
the use of irony 

 Applying - Read and 

Bell task  

Select your Vampire name. What does your name say about you? 
Write down what makes you sinister and nasty. 

 

Learning toolbox 

 
1. Stoker gives clues that the Count is ‘unusual’. Select some 

quotations that contain these clues and explain what the reader 
might infer from them. Record your ideas in a grid like the one 
started opposite. 

 

Challenge: 

The writer uses the word ‘courtly’ in this description. What does this mean 
and what associations does it have? Why is it a surprising word to 
describe a vampire’s behaviour? Look up ‘courtly’ in the dictionary. Think 
about the wild, aggressive image of a vampire feeding on its prey. How 
does the adjective contrast with this? 

 The Count tells Harker that he is ‘welcome’. There is some irony 
in this statement. Explain what the Count appears to mean and 
what the reader suspects that the Count really means. 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

Resources 

Week 4 Folder 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Word association – what do 
they adjectival phrases say 
about character traits and 
personality? 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self 
and peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 
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analyse and extract from 
Dracula and Sleepy Hollow, 
use inference and 
deduction to explore layers 
of meaning 

  

 How does the writer build up our impression of the Count in this 
description? Look closely at the structure of the paragraphs and 
sentences. How do they create a feeling of unease? 

 
 

Plenary  

 

Write the opening paragraphs of your own original horror story. Look 
back at Sarah Pinborough’s characterization advice. 
Homework: complete your horror story. Read through it and make it 
more effective. 

 

Recall/Homework:  
Homework: complete your 
horror story. Read through 
it and make it more 
effective. 

 

SMSC:  

Vampires take the horror 
genre to the next stage – 
violence and murder. How 
does the phrase ‘the 
undead’ make it sound as if 
murder is acceptable? 

Misconceptions: 

 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 5 
Attack! 
 

 Gathering - Comment on 
how writers use sentence 
structure, word choice 
and imagery to create 
impact and drama 

 Processing - Compare the 
techniques used to create 
horror in extracts from 
The Birds and The 
Demon Headmaster  

 Applying - Practise skills 
required for the end-of-
unit assessment 

Bell task  

Select a row of verbs and write a sentence that best describes one of the 
film posters. Don’t tell which poster you are describing. We have to guess 
from your sentence and collection of verbs.  

 

Learning toolbox  

 Chose four verbs from the extract that you feel are particularly 
powerful in creating a sense of drama, violence or terror.  
Explain why you think these words are effective. 

 In moments of physical danger, our senses become heightened 
to help us survive. How does the author give this impression to 
the reader? 

 Why does Nat want to keep the birds away from his eyes? Why 
does the author choose not to explain Nat’s fears fully, allowing 
the readers to draw their own conclusions and imagine the 
consequences? Is this more or less scary than a full 
description? 

 How does the writer use different sentence structures and 
language patterns in the extract to help the reader feel Nat’s 
terror? Complete the grid started opposite, to explain the effect 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

Week 5 folder 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Verbs, layering techniques,  

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

Write a paragraph using the 



 
Subject @ SAA                                                                                                                                                                                 

of the writer’s language.  
 Using ‘The Demon Headmaster’ extract and ‘The Birds’ extract 

compare the techniques that the authors use to create a sense 
of horror.  

• Make notes on the language methods used by the 
authors. For example: the use of repetition and the use 
of simple, compound or complex sentences. 

• Identify the imagery that each author uses and explain 
the associations it conveys. For example, what does 
the simile ‘hands like claws’ suggest to you? 

• Look carefully at each author’s vocabulary, particularly 
at the verbs and adverbs. What effect do they create in 
the reader’s mind? 

• ‘The Birds’ was written for adults, whole ‘The Demon 
Headmaster’ was written for children. Does this affect 
the way the authors have used language in these 
extracts? 

 

Plenary  

 

Good writers use layering techniques to add detail and reinforce 
themes.  In horror stories, this layering technique is often used to 
give the impression that the evil is unstoppable and relentless. 
Consider how either or both of the writers use this technique in these 
extracts. 
 
Home work: Write a paragraph using the layering technique. Identify 
three methods you have used and note down their intended effects. 
 
Or 
 

Homework 

Use your notes to write a short report, comparing how the authors use 
language methods to build up a sense of horror in these extracts. While 
making comparisons you could use the following phrases: 

• Both authors use… 
• Whereas du Maurier uses… 
• In comparison… 
• Another technique that both authors use is… 
• A similar example of… 
• In contrast… 

 

 

layering technique. Identify three 
methods you have used and note 
down their intended effects 

Or 

 
Homework 

Use your notes to write a short 
report, comparing how the 
authors use language methods to 
build up a sense of horror in 
these extracts. While making 
comparisons you could use the 
following phrases: 

• Both authors use… 
• Whereas du Maurier 

uses… 
• In comparison… 
• Another technique that 

both authors use is… 
• A similar example of… 
• In contrast… 

As you make notes, remember to: 

• Include quotations to 
back up your points 

• Make sure you explain 
the effects of methods, 
and do not just list them 

• Group your ideas 
together in paragraphs. 
Start a new paragraph 
for a different topic.  

You will be ranked 1-3 for each of 
these bullet points, 3 will be the 
highest ranking and 1 will be the 
lowest.  

 

SMSC:  

How does persuasion 
manipulate us? 
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As you make notes, remember to: 

• Include quotations to back up your points 
• Make sure you explain the effects of methods, and do not just 

list them 
• Group your ideas together in paragraphs. Start a new paragraph 

for a different topic.  

You will be ranked 1-3 for each of these bullet points, 3 will be the 
highest ranking and 1 will be the lowest.  

 

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Lesson 6 
All in the Mind – Life 
 

Horror comes in many forms. We 
can be horrified by violent physical 
confrontations or by blood and 
gore, or simply by ideas that prey 
on our minds and play with our 
deepest psychological fears, such 
as death, decay, loss and the 
supernatural.  

 

Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering – think about 
and share deep-rooted 
fears 

 Processing - Explore a 
range of themes in 
psychological horror 
stories. 

 Applying - Analyse 
themes and how they are 
presented in the extract 
from Tennyson’s poem 
‘Tithonus’. 

  

Bell task  

 

What do you think are your most deep-rooted fears in life? Here are 
some people’s answers. Add at least three more. I don’t want to get old. 
I’m afraid of being alone. Evil exists and controls things. 

 

Learning toolbox 

 

Think about frightening stories that you know (they might be films, 
stories, plays or poems).  

 

Explain what psychological fears they exploit and how they play upon the 
minds of the viewers or readers. 

 

‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ is a classic horror story. 
What do you know about the story already?  

 

Read the blurb (the synopsis) opposite, from the back of the novel. Then 
pick out the words or phrases that suggest that the novel is more of a 
psychological horror story.  

 

Explain your choices. ‘Dr Jekyll is obsessed by the idea of the soul’s dual 
nature; he believes the good and evil sides of a person are distinct and 
can be separated, and seeks to prove this. 

Unpleasant Mr Hyde appears to be the perpetrator of a number of horrific 
and violent crimes, but when pursued by the police he is seemingly 

 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

Resources 

Week 6 folder 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Themes, psychological,  

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

 
Homework: What is the 
moral (lesson about 
behaviour) that this poem 
gives the reader? 

 

SMSC:  

Do we all have a good and 
evil side? How much do we 
depend on our voice of 
conscience? 
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impossible to trace. Dr Jekyll appears to be his unlikely ally. 

Lawyer, and concerned friend of Jekyll, Gabriel Utterson, takes it upon 
himself to investigate the strange happenings, though when the truth is 
finally revealed, it is more sinister than anyone could have imagined…’ 

 

Look at the extract from Tennyson’s poem ‘Tithonus’, in which a man 
regrets that the goddess, Eos, granted his wish for immortality. 

 

 

• In your own words, explain the horror of the man’s situation. 
• What words and images make you sympathise with the narrator 

of the poem? 
• Look in particular at the description given about the effect of 

‘Hours’ (time) on the narrator. 
 
 

Plenary  

• Look carefully at the two questions that the narrator asks. What 
does he beg the gods to do? 

• Homework: What is the moral (lesson about behaviour) that this 
poem gives the reader? 

 

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 7 
Graphic Detail. 
 

‘Don’t blood splatter. It is better to 
have sound effects, creepiness, 
someone becoming slightly 
disturbed by what they are hearing 
and build it up and build it up and 
build it up. Horror is a feeling.’ 
Sarah Pinborough. 

 

Bell task  

Do you enjoy reading about gross and gory things which turn other 
people’s stomachs to jelly? What experiences do you have? Give at least 
three examples. 

 

Learning toolbox  

In Charlie Higson’s novel ‘The Dead’, a group of teenagers have to fight 
for survival in a world overrun by zombies. Look carefully at how the 
author creates horror in his description of a group of disease-ridden 
zombie teachers. 

 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 

Resources: 

Week 7 folder 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
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Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering - Compare the 
effectiveness of graphic 
horror with psychological 
horror. 

 Processing - Read an 
extract from The Dead 
and comment on Charlie 
Higson’s use of language. 

 Applying - Experiment 
with choosing vocabulary 
and imagery to write 
contrasting horror 
descriptions in both a 
graphic and a 
psychological style. 

 
 

 

Extract.  

 

The teachers were advancing across the yard, and as they drew closer 
Ed got a good look at them. Their eyes were yellow and bulging, their 
skin lumpy with boils and growths, horrible pearly blisters nestling in 
folds. They were streaked with foam and one or two of them had bright 
red blood dribbling from their mouths. One had an ear hanging off. It 
flapped as he waddled along. Another had a sport of huge fleshy growth 
bulging out from his shirt, as if he’d swallowed a desk lamp. His whole 
body was twisted and misshapen.  

 

1. Write down three most graphic quotations from the extract. 
What reaction do you think the writer is trying to trigger in the 
reader? Which image do you find most disturbing and why? 

2. Write down words or phrases from the extract that could be 
viewed as funny or comical. Explain why the writer may have 
mixed gory and amusing images. 

3. Give reasons why the writer might have chosen to describe 
teachers in such a shocking and graphic way. 

4. Create a mind map with suggestions for words and phrases that 
could be used to describe the zombie teachers in a way that is 
psychologically scary rather than graphic and shocking. Which 
form of horror do you prefer and why? 

 

 

In an interview, Charlie Higson talks about why he writes about physical 
gore in some of his horror stories.  

 

‘Zombie stories, like all the best horror stories, are about death and 
decay and disease and how horrible the insides of our bodies are. We 
don’t think about all the yucky stuff squashed in there, our blood, our 
hearts, our livers and kidneys and lungs, most of all we don’t want to 
think about these things, to confront our fears, in, I hope, an entertaining 
and thought-provoking way. Zombie stories remind us that we are all, in 
the end, just meat.’  

 

1. Write a paragraph in which you describe a zombie or monster. 
Make it a gory paragraph like the one by Charlie Higson and 
bear in mind what he says about ‘confronting our fears’.  

2. Write another paragraph in which you describe the creature in a 

 Journal evaluation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  
 Homework/Extra time: read the 
first of Charlie Higson’s futuristic 
‘Enemy’ series of novels. It’s 
called The Enemy and is about a 
disease which turns adults into 
zombies. 

 

 

SMSC:  

Will death ever be combatted? 

 

 

Misconceptions:  
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less graphic but psychologically frightening way to prey on the 
reader’s mind.  

 

Homework/Extra time: read the first of Charlie Higson’s futuristic ‘Enemy’ 
series of novels. It’s called The Enemy and is about a disease which 
turns adults into zombies. 

 
 

 

 
 

Plenary  

 

Swap your paragraphs with a partner. Read the new paragraphs and 
write a couple of sentences at the bottom of the work to explain 
which paragraph you find the most frightening and why. 

 

Lesson 8 
The Supernatural on 
Stage 
 

Supernatural elements have long 
been a feature of plays as well as 
novels and poems. In 
Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’, the 
ghost of Banquo haunts King 
Macbeth, who is secretly 
responsible for his grisly murder. 

 

 

 

Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering -  
 Processing -  
 Applying - Experiment 

with different techniques 

Bell task  

Look at these photos taken from different performances of 
Shakespeare‘s ‘Macbeth’. 

• How do the images differ in terms of costume, setting, the way 
that Banquo is presented and the reactions of the other 
characters on stage. 

• Which approach do you think would convey the horror of the 
scene most effectively? 

 

 

Learning toolbox 

In groups, prepare a performance of the extract where the Ghost of 
Banquo enters and sits in Macbeth’s place.  

Consider: 

•  how you will represent Banquo (Will he look 
ghostly/ordinary/shockingly gory/invisible?) 

• How each character might be feeling 
• How to convey each character’s feelings through their 

expressions and movement 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

Resources 

Week 8 folder 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Refer to glossary sheet 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

Write a script containing 
stage directions and scenery 
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of conveying horror in a 
dramatic scene  

• How to vary pace, volume and tone to create maximum impact 
on the audience. 

Progress challenge: 

Perform your scene in front of other students. Ask them to grade you 1-3 
(3 being the highest) on the following aspects: 

• How well you used your voices to convey the terror and 
confusion felt by Macbeth and his courtiers 

• How clearly your body language and facial expressions 
displayed a sense of drama 

• How horrifically or hauntingly Banquo’s ghost was portrayed.  

 

 

Plenary  

 

Using the hyperlinked banner above watch the clips from the official 
website of the stage version of Susan Hill’s ‘The Woman in Black’. Then 
use the Youtube clip by clicking on the picture opposite. 

Read the extract from the opening chapter and use the notes to help 
you think about how you would stage this scene.  
 
Homework: Write a script containing stage directions and scenery 
ideas. 

 

Youtube clip of stage version 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MW15tV4XI9U 

 

Official website for Stage version 

https://www.thewomaninblack.com/gallery 

 

 

ideas. 

 

SMSC:  

Are Shakespeare’s morals in 
Macbeth still relevant to 
today? 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 9 

Tenses and Tension 

Bell task  

Remember Michael Jackson’s ‘Thriller’ from the first lesson. Vincent Price 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

Resources: 

Week 9 folder 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MW15tV4XI9U
https://www.thewomaninblack.com/gallery
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As readers, we relish the thrill of 
being frightened. The more 
immediate the danger or horror 
seems to be, the more frightening it 
becomes.  

 

 

 

Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering - determine a 
tone of voice through 
identifying language 
choices 

 Processing - Explore how 
verb tense influences the 
narrative voice and its 
effect on the reader. 

 Applying – determining 
and clarifying types of 
tension and drama. 

(a very famous Horror actor) uses a scary and sinister tone of voice.  

Read the words opposite, practice in pairs and be prepared to terrify us 
with your version.  

 

Darkness falls across the land 

The midnight hour is close at hand 

Creatures crawl in search of blood 

To terrorize y’all’s neighborhood 

And whosoever shall be found 

Without the soul for getting down 

Must stand and face the hounds of hell 

And rot inside a corpse’s shell 

The foulest stench is in the air 

The funk of forty thousand years 

And grizzly ghouls from every tomb 

Are closing in to share your doom 

And though you fight to stay alive 

Your body starts to shiver 

For no mere mortal can resist 

The evil of the thriller 

 

 

Learning toolbox  

 

The Knife of Never Letting Go by Patrick Ness is a novel written from the 

perspective of teenager, Todd, as he struggles to survive in a nightmarish 
futuristic world. In the extract, Todd and his companion, Viola, are 
cornered in a church by Aaron, an evil priest. 

 

1. The writer uses a variety of techniques to make the scene tense 
and dramatic. Complete a spider diagram like the one started 
below. Give examples of the techniques used in the extract and 
explain the effect they have on the tension.  

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Verb tenses, tenses, tension, 
clarifying and determining 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

 Prepare for assessment. 
Reading and analysing 
one/two/three horror extracts and 
writing a reasoned report 
recommending one of them to be 
included in an anthology of horror 
writing for teenagers. Tudents 
should read their extract(s) 

 

SMSC:  

Shared ideas and peer 
feedback 

Misconceptions:  
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2. Most novels are written in the past tense, but this one is written 
in the present tense. Rewrite part of the extract in the past 
tense, starting: 

‘Go!’ I yelled. 

But she had a big flat stone in her 

hands… 

To  

…an exposed area of my neck- 

 

1. Which version do you think is the most dramatic  -the original, 
present-tense version, or your own past-tense version? Give 
reasons for your answer. 

2.  Write a paragraph to describe what you imagine happens next 
in the fight between Todd, Viola and Aaron. Write in the first 
person, using ‘I’, and in the present tense. Try to use some of 
the techniques Ness uses in order to make your own paragraph 
as dramatic as possible, e.g. powerful verbs, different sentence 
types and imagery. 

 
 

Plenary  

 

Swap your paragraph with a partner and give them a rating from 1-3 (3 
being the best) for the following: 

• How exciting their paragraph is 
• The range of techniques used to increase the drama 
• The believability of the narrative voice. 
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Lesson 10 
Assessment 

 

 Gathering – read 
and annotate 
features and 
examples of text to 
be used in your 
report 

 Processing – plan 
and draft your 
report using the 
prompts given 

 Applying – 
proofread and 
make any additions 
or changes 
required. 

  

Bell task  

Read and make annotations on the extract(s) 

 

Learning toolbox 

A publisher has asked for your help to compile a new anthology called 
Tales of Terror to Terrify any Teen. Your task is to read extracts from 
three horror stories (Warm Bodies by Isaac Marion, The Woman in Black 
by Susan Hill and Mayhem by Sarah Pinborough) and choose one to be 
included in the anthology. 

The publisher has asked you to present your findings as a report, giving a 
critical analysis of the extract that you are recommending.  

You will need to: 

• Suggest which text you think will have the most appeal for a 
teenage audience and explain why 

• Include quotations from the text to support your ideas 
• Use standard English that and ensure that your report has an 

introduction, paragraphs that focus on the different aspects or 
topics, and a conclusion.  

Before you write… 

Read the three extracts before making your choice. Think carefully about: 

• The writer’s depiction of setting, theme and characters 
• The narrative viewpoint and the use of verb tense 
• The writer’s language use (including sentence structure, word 

choice, imagery). 

As you write… 

Plan your report, making sure you group your ideas into a logical 
sequence of paragraphs. Write up your report. 

 

Plenary  

When you have finished writing…proof read. 

Present your report giving clear reasons for your recommendations. 

 

 

 

 Use of traffic light cards to check 
understanding 

 Targeted questioning or random 
using popcorn, name generator, 
lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

Resources 

Week 10 folder 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Prompt sheet 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 


