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Subject: English  

Scheme of Work: Year 7 

Term: Autumn 

Topic / Unit(s) I Am Legend-Out of this World 

Overview / Context In this unit students explore the diversity of the science-fiction genre with a hint of Urban myths incorporated too. They look at how our 
literary heritage has forecast scientific advances and the consequent ethical dilemmas that we face today, such as Mary Shelley’s 
Frankenstein, which challenges readers to look at possible consequences of becoming ‘creators’. Students also look at contemporary 
science fiction that focusses on current issues, such as ethics of cloning and the possible consequences of drastic climate change. 
Students are engaged in this unit by being transported into the future. Science fiction asks fundamental questions: How will we adapt to the 
future? Will the world become a better place to live in or will we pay a terrible price for or negligence, ambition and aggression? While 
considering these questions, students will have the opportunity to hone their analytical skills in reading a variety of science-fiction texts and 
to experiment with writing their own scenes, full of tension and suspense, and created through careful control of language and imagery. 
They will also formulate their own ideas about controversial issues, such as cloning, and practice their debating and presentational skills.  

Assessment/Mastery 

Success criteria 

 Identify the main themes that reoccur in science-fiction texts 
 Understand how fiction texts can reflect the social, cultural and historical contexts in which they are written 
 Explore how authors control tension and suspense through the control of language choice and structure 
 Analyse the impact of a story opening 
 Experiment with different narrative viewpoints and create convincing characters and settings  
 Discuss issues and prepare arguments for a debate 

Curriculum Opportunities  Linked to curriculum mapping document.  

 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

 

(W) Write the opening of a science fiction story, using the elements covered, for a competition 
analysing (review and comment) literary non-fiction extracts. (Lesson 10) 
 
(R) ‘Reading analysis of ‘War of the Worlds’. What methods are used and what are their intended effects in the extract? (Lesson 6) 
 
(S&L Group) Using the extracts, ‘Scientists in Brasilia’ and ‘Cloning = Cruelty’. 

Prepare to debate the following question: 
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Should scientists be allowed to experiment with cloning for the benefit of animals, humans and a better future? 

Follow the steps on the handout to prepare your viewpoint. (Lesson 5) 

 

 
Assessment Cycle: 

 

1       2      3 

  

Key Vocabulary See Notes section below 

 

 

Wider Reading  Stretch, challenge incorporated below in each lesson and homework opprotunities.  

Teacher Notes  

 

 

 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 1 

Introduction to the unit – What 
is Science Fiction? Out of this 
World. 

 

Science fiction stories have 
already predicted many things 
that have become a reality, such 
as mobile phones, robots and the 
Internet. What they couldn’t 
always predict accurately were 
the consequences of these 
inventions and the effects on 

Bell task  

To begin: Distribute Starter handout and What is science fiction 
handout 

List the science-fiction films, TV programmes and books that you 
already know, e.g. Avatar, Doctor Who and The Invisible Man. 

 

1. Using one example from your list, pick out something that 
is different in the future and explain it to your 
partner/group. 

2. Look at the questions on the handout and write down your 
thoughts and ideas. 

 

 Use of traffic light cards to 
check understanding 

 Targeted questioning or 
random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

Resources: 
 

Lesson 1 PPT 

Starter handout 

What is science fiction 
handout 

Slides 5, 6, 7 as a blurb 
handout 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 
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people’s lives and on our planet. 

Science fiction writers explore 
the question ‘What if…?’, looking 
beyond the new inventions and 
new events, and show how we 
might cope with them.  

 

 Gathering - Share 
existing knowledge of 
science fiction in different 
media. 

 Processing - Recognise 
the typical features of 
science fiction. 

 Applying - Explore the 
effect of using the 
present tense to engage 
the reader and Identify 
different categories of 
science fiction through 
blurbs. 

 

 

 

Learning toolbox  

Read the interview below and pick out the important, key relevant 
details.  

Jaine Fenn, Science fiction writer gives some tips about writing 
below in the extract from an interview below.  

 

Science fiction is the fiction of the possible. You can do anything. 
You can tell a story that can happen anywhere in the universe and 
you can change any of the rules. You can throw in aliens. You can 
throw in inventions. We are always going to want to know what is 
happening in the future and science fiction is the best way to 
explore what might or might not happen in the future. Imagination 
is the main ingredient of science fiction, taking a step out of the 
ordinary world. However, you have to remember the person’s 
story, the character, all the way through. With a science-fiction 
story, the first thing that comes along is nearly always the idea, the 
“what if…”.’ 

 

People have always wondered about the future. It's human nature 
to be adventurous, to invent new things and to explore new places 
and ideas, but also to be afraid of change and the unknown. 
Science-fiction writers combine these human instincts to create 
gripping and thought-provoking stories.  

 Science fiction tends to fall into one or more of these 
categories: 

• A global disaster: either man-made or natural 
• Travel: beyond our planet or in time 
• The arrival of aliens on our planet 
• A scientific discovery or technological advance 

that changes lives 
• Characters with superpowers. 

Complete the task sheet. Fit your examples into the 
correct category – some examples may fit into more 
than one category.  

 

Slide 5, 6, 7 can be tuned into a Blurb handout. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blurb, synopsis, 
present/past tense, verb 
tenses 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold 
questions and blurbs tasks. 
Teacher red pen checking, 
student self and peer 
marking, student responses 
linked to Three Peaks skills. 

Recall/Homework:  

Read some blurbs from 
other books. To what extent 
do they work in the same 
way as the science fiction 
blurbs. 

  

SMSC:  

Science versus religious 
debate could be 
incorporated when covering 
the science fiction 
categories and genre. 

Misconceptions:  
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A blurb or the synopsis is the short description that appears on the 
back of a book. It tells you what the story is about and also tries to 
persuade you to buy the book.  

• Read the blurbs on the handout, all of which are from 
science-fiction stories.  

• Which category of science fiction do you think each blurb 
describes? 

• Publishers can make blurbs exciting though vocabulary 
choices, verb tenses (such as the present tense) and 
punctuation. Pick out some examples of these from each 
of the blurbs and explain their effect. 

• Based on these three blurbs, which of these books would 
you most like to read and why? Give examples of specific 
words or phrases that hooked you in. 

 

Glossary:  

Present tense – a verb that describes something that is happening 
now – I run, you wake, he walks, they walk. 

Past tense – a verb that describes something that happened 
earlier –he arrived, I lost, you called, they helped. 

 

Blurb from contact by Carl Sagan  

At first it seemed impossible – a radio signal that came not from 
Earth but from far beyond the nearest stars. But then that signal 
was translated, and what had been impossible became terrifying… 

For the signal contains the information to build a Machine that can 
travel to the stars. A Machine that can take a human to meet those 
that sent the message. 

They are eager to meet us: they have been watching and waiting 
for a long time.  

And now they will judge. 

 

Blurb from a play adaptation of The Invisible Man by H. G. Wells 

Through the biting cold of the year’s last snowfall, a strange man 
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arrives at a village inn, his eyes concealed by dark lasses and his 
face and hands covered in bandages. Griffin, the new guest at the 
Coach and Horses, hides a chilling secret – he has developed a 
formula that has made him invisible, and will stop at nothing in his 
desperate struggle to find the antidote and keep his discovery 
safe. 

 

Blurb from The Day of the Triffids  
by John Wyndham 

 

When Bill Masen wakes up blindfolded in hospital, there is bitter 
irony in his situation. Carefully removing his bandages, he realises 
that he is the only person who can see: everyone else, doctors 
and patients alike, have been blinded by a meteor shower. Now, 
with civilisation in chaos, the triffids – huge, venomous, large-
rooted plants able to ‘walk’, feeding on human flesh – can have 
their day. 

 
 

Plenary  

Write the blurb for your own science fiction story. 
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Lesson 2 
Frankenstein’s Monster  

 

Many science-fiction stories focus on 
the theme of people creating 
something, or some being, that they 
cannot control. In the 19th century, 
Mary Shelley wrote the story about 
Dr Frankenstein creating a monster 
without foreseeing the terrible 
consequences of his creation, both 
for people and the monster itself. 

 

 Gathering - Explore the 
build-up of atmosphere and 
tension 

 Processing - Read an 
extract from Frankenstein, 

looking at how language 
choice in description 
conveys powerful images 

 Applying - Understand the 
effect of punctuation 

  

Bell task  

 

Add three or more levels of fear to the bee hive mind map in your 
exercise books. Can you extend the levels you’ve thought of even 
further? 

 

 

Learning toolbox 

 

Read the extract, which describes the moment when Frankenstein’s 
monster comes to life. Think about the techniques the writer uses to 
create atmosphere and tension. Use the different levels of fear to 
help find and describe the atmosphere. 

 

1. In the first paragraph, the writer draws the reader into the scene 
by describing the time, the season, the light and the sounds in 
the room. Think of three adjectives to sum up the scene and 
explain why you chose them.  

2. What do we learn about Dr Frankenstein’s state of mind in this 
first paragraph? How does it add to the tension and suspense for 
the reader? 

3. What does Dr Frankenstein think of his creation? Select at least 
three words or phrases, for example, ‘the lifeless thing’, and 
explain what they tell us about Dr Frankenstein's attitude to his 
creation.  

4. How does the writer use punctuation to show the narrator’s 
emotions? 

 

Support: Think carefully about the effect of question marks, 
exclamation marks and dashes. 

 

Stretch: The writer uses semi-colons in two different ways in this 
extract. Explain both uses. How do the semi-colons contribute to the 
effect of the description on the reader? 

 

 5. Dr Frankenstein explains that he tried to make the creature beautiful.  

i) List four features he describes in a positive way. 

ii) List four features he describes in a negative way. 

 

 Use of traffic light cards to 
check understanding 

 Targeted questioning or 
random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

Resources 
PPT Lesson two 

Frankenstein extract with 
glossary 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Planning and preparation at 
teacher’s discretion based 
on texts adapted or 
substituted. 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold 
questions and blurbs tasks. 
Teacher red pen checking, 
student self and peer 
marking, student responses 
linked to Three Peaks skills. 

Recall/Homework:  

Check that you have used 
effective punctuation ion 
your own piece of writing. 
Annotate some examples 
and note down their 
intended effects. 

SMSC:  

Do humans have the right to 
act as God? 

Misconceptions: 
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iii) what type of body is hinted at by the negative descriptions? 

 
Plenary 
 
Now write the opening to your own science-fiction story about a 
creation. Using what you have learnt in this lesson, concentrate 
on: 

• How to draw the reader in 
• Creating tension 
• Using punctuation for effect. 

Use some of the words from the glossary in the Frankenstein extract.  

 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 3 
Science and Humour in Science 
Fiction 

 

Science-fiction stories can ask some 
serious questions: about us, about 
our planet, about the choices we 
make and the way we behave, 
particularly in times of crisis. But 
science fiction can also be great fun, 
often created through the use of 
scientific inventions and humour. 

 
 Gathering - Identify 

science-fiction elements in 
Dr Who screen scripts 

 Processing - Understand 

how vocabulary and 
language are used in 

Bell task  

• Cut out your synonym wheel. Stick it in your exercise book. The 
words go from basic from the middle to higher level in the outer 
levels.  

• Write a quick funny story in no more than 50 words. Include the 
emotions: Surprised; Happy and one of your choice. Use the 
higher-level vocabulary. 

 

 

Learning toolbox  

 

Read the extracts from the script of a TV episode of Doctor Who. 

Doctor Who stories are always packed full of classic science-fiction 
themes, such as aliens and amazing scientific inventions.  

1. Where do these themes appear in these extracts?  
2. Can you identify any other themes? 

 
 Use of traffic light cards to 

check understanding 
 Targeted questioning or 

random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 
Lesson 3 PPT 

Synonym Wheel 

Dr Who Script Extracts 1 & 2 

Slide 5 of PPT should be 
printed as a handout 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 
Glossary: 

Teleport – technology enabling 

a person to disappear from one 
place and appear in another 

FX – special effects 

Motherboard – the place that 

holds a computer’s 
microprocessor chip and 
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science fiction 
 Applying - Write a short, 

humorous scene, featuring 
a futuristic gadget and an 
alien 

 

Extract 1. Synopsis: Margaret is an alien, a Slitheen, who is in disguise 

as Lord Mayor. She is behaving suspiciously so the Doctor pays her a 
visit. Margaret flees, but the Doctor and his companions give chase.  

Extract 2. Synopsis: In the next scene, the Doctor, Rose, Captain Jack, 

Mickey and Margaret are all in the Town Hall, looking at a model city. The 
Doctor is trying to work out what Margaret (the Slitheen) is up to.  

 

Pick out an item in the script extracts that uses advanced science or 
technology. Explain what you think it might look like and what it does.  

4. The description of the ‘sonic screwdriver’ uses two words that are 
familiar to us, but their combination is surprising. Look at the description  
‘tribophysical waveform macro-kinetic extrapolator’. What parts of the 
description do you recognise? Use a dictionary to explore any unfamiliar 
words. 

Does it make any sense or is the writer just having gun? 

5. Make up another gadget or gizmo that could be used in a science-
fiction story. Decide what it can do and give it a name that includes some 
scientific-sounding words. 

Support for the task: use words such as thermal, dynamic, magnetic, 

micro, atomic, nuclear and combine them with some ordinary-sounding 
words to describe your gadget.  

Go even further: look up the meaning of and use, acoustic, biometric, 

polymorphic and cryogenic. 

Click on the link in the picture to take you to Top 10 Dr Who gadgets. 
Handout is available too to help generate ideas.  

 

One of the reasons Doctor Who is so popular is that it is very funny. 
Science fiction gives writers the freedom to imagine strange and bizarre 
characters, who say things that are totally unexpected and act in 
surprising ways. 

6. In pairs, make up a short comedy scene involving the Doctor and an 
alien. You will need to include a scientific invention and some humour. 
Follow the steps on the handout… 

 

PPT Slide 5 needs to be printed to help and prompt. 
 

 

 

 

everything that connects to it 

b/g - background 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold 
questions and blurbs tasks. 
Teacher red pen checking, 
student self and peer 
marking, student responses 
linked to Three Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  
Look up the meaning of and 

use, acoustic, biometric, 
polymorphic and cryogenic. 
Can you find more? 

 

SMSC:  

What are the moral 
implications within the texts? 

Misconceptions:  
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Plenary  

Progress check: Give your script to another pair or perform your scene in 
front of another pair. Ask them to give two ratings, on a scale of 1 to 5, 
with 5 being the highest, on: 

• Your idea for a scientific gadget 
• The humour in your writing/performance. 

 

Lesson 4 
 

Robot: Friend or Foe? 
 

Science-fiction writers have always 
been fascinated by the role that 
robots might play in our lives in the 
future. But will robots be helpful 
companions or could they become 
out arch-enemies? If we make them 
clever and end up controlling us? 
And do robots have rights and 
feelings? 

 

Learning Objectives  

 Gathering - Investigate 
different ideas and points of 
view 

 Processing - Read about 
and discuss possible 
consequences of ‘killer 
robots’ 

 Applying - Write and email 
to a fellow robot about 
breaking one of Asimov’s 
laws 

 

  

Bell task  

Using the robots collage: 

Firstly, which of these roots look evil and which of them look good? Give 
reasons for your thoughts and opinions. 

Secondly, list as many robots as you can from stories, films, TV shows or 
games. Explain whether these robots are friends and helpers for humans, 
or are evil beings that are enemies of humans. 

 

 

Learning toolbox 

The headline and summary below appeared in the Mailonline news 
website in November 2012. 

 

Extract from Mailonline 

 

Rise of the Machines: Autonomous killer robots ‘could be developed 
in 20 years’ 

• Militaries around the world ‘very excited’ about replacing soldiers 
with robots that can act independently. 

• U. S. leads the way with automated weapons systems, but 
drones still need remote control operator authorisation to open 
fore. 

• Human Rights Watch calls for worldwide ban on autonomous 
killing machines before governments start using them. 

 

With a partner, talk about and write down the pros and cons of using 
drones instead of soldiers. Consider the following questions: 

 Use of traffic light cards to 
check understanding 

 Targeted questioning or 
random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

Resources 
Lesson 4 PPT 

Mailonline ‘Rise of the 
Machines’ 

Extract from True Love Isaac 
Asimov 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Planning and preparation at 
teacher’s discretion based 
on texts adapted or 
substituted. 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold 
questions and blurbs tasks. 
Teacher red pen checking, 
student self and peer 
marking, student responses 
linked to Three Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  
Write an e-mail to a fellow 
robot describing an 
incident where you have 
broken one or more of 
Asimov's laws.  
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• According to the extract, what can the robots do? What 
can’t they do? 

• Why do you think military organisations might want to 
replace soldiers with robots? 

• Why do you think Human Rights Watch has called for a 
ban on autonomous killing machines? 

 

Isaac Asimov wrote many stories about roots. He imagined a time when 
robots were programmed to obey these three strict laws: 

Asimov’s stories explored how clever robots might become and how they 
might become more like humans.  

 

Task: The three laws were supposed to keep humans safe, but what 
could happen if a robot was incorrectly programmed? 

 

True Love Isaac Asimov 

 Read the extract. Most science-fiction stories are told from the 
point of view of humans, but in this one, it is the computer that is 
the narrator. Identify the pronouns that show this is a first-person 
narrative.  

 

 
 

Plenary  

 Imagine you are a robot that does not obey Asimov’s three laws. 
Perhaps you have a design flaw or your circuits have been 
damaged. Plan and draft an email then for home work, write an 
e-mail to a fellow robot describing an incident where you have 
broken one or more of Asimov's laws.  

 

 

 

SMSC:  

What are the basic human 
rights and should they be 
challenged or adhered to? 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 5 Bell task  

In 1996, Dolly the sheep was born. She was the first cloned mammal: 
an exact genetic copy of another sheep. Since then, cloning has 

 Use of traffic light cards to 
check understanding 

 Targeted questioning or 

Resources: 
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Assessment Task – Debate. 

 

Science-fiction stories sometimes 
explore difficult decisions that 
people have to make about new 
scientific advances. These 
advances can improve the quality 
of many lives (e.g. medication and 
energy resources), but they can 
also have negative effects or be 
used for the wrong purposes.  

 

Learning Objectives  

) 

 Gathering - Prepare and 
present a viewpoint for a 
debate 

 Processing - Read an 
extract from Unique that 
explains the 
commercialisation of 
cloning 

 Applying - Weigh up the 
pros and cons of cloning 
using two non-fiction 
news reports 
 

caused a lot of debate. Many people worry about the possibility of 
cloning a human being.  

 

Would a human clone be an individual, even though they were the 
exact copy of someone else? 

 

 

Learning toolbox  

The extract from the science-fiction novel Unique, which tells the 
traumatic story of Dominic, who discovers he is a clone, created by the 
cells of his dead brother. The extract explains how the media revealed the 
illegal genetic work done by Dr Wishart.  

1. As you read the extract, decide whether the writer seems 
sympathetic to cloning or not. 

2. What does the use of the word ‘boasted’ tell us about Dr 
Wishart? 

3. What does the phrase ‘gone for the bog one’ imply about 
cloning? 

 

Assessment Task: 

Using the extracts, ‘Scientists in Brasilia’ and ‘Cloning = Cruelty’. 

Prepare to debate the following question: 

Should scientists be allowed to experiment with cloning for the benefit of 
animals, humans and a better future? 

Follow the steps on the handout to prepare your viewpoint. 

 

PPT slides 4 and 5 can be printed as a planning guide for students.  

 
 

Plenary  

1. Imagine you are a clone. How might it make you feel? List the 
possible advantages and disadvantages of being a clone. 

 

random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extract from Unique 

Assessment articles ‘Scientists 

in Brasilia’ and ‘Cloning = Cruelty’ 

PPT slides 4 and 5 can be printed 
as a planning guide for students 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Planning and preparation at 
teacher’s discretion based on 
texts adapted or substituted. 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

 Prepare your point if view 
based ion the SMSC question 
below. 

SMSC:  

Is natural conception enough? 

Misconceptions:  
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Lesson 6 

Aliens! 

 

The idea of aliens has always 
fascinated science-fiction writers 
and film-makers. Whether they are 
hostile, friendly, funny or cute, 
alien characters often prompt us to 
ask questions about our own 
humanity. 

 

Learning Objectives  

 Gathering - Recognise 
the techniques used to 
create effective 
description 

 Processing - Explore 
effective descriptive 
techniques in an extract 
from War of the Worlds 

 Applying - Write a 
description about the 
arrival of an alien 
spaceship at school 

  

Bell task  

1. What do you imagine when you think of an alien? 
2. Describe it, and discuss whether you think an alien coming to 

our planet is likely to be friendly or hostile.  
3. Would we be friendly or hostile towards aliens if we encountered 

them? 

 

Learning toolbox 

 

The science-fiction novel The War of the Worlds explored what might 
happen if aliens invaded our planet. H. G. Wells wrote the novel in 1898, 
a time when Britain had invaded and colonised many countries.  

1. Notice how Wells makes us wait to see the alien and, when it 
does emerge, it is bit by bit. What is the effect of this delay on 
the reader? 

2. Why do you think the writer compares part of the alien to a 
snake? The tentacles are also described as ‘Gorgon’ (a monster 
in Greek mythology with snakes for hair). Why does Wells do 
this? 

3. Look at how the writer describes the alien’s movements. Look 
closely at the verbs and adverbs Wells has chosen. What do 
they suggest about the alien? How does this influence our and 
the narrator’s reaction to it? 

4. Imagine an alien spaceship has arrived in the school grounds 
over the weekend. Describe what might emerge on Monday 
morning. Use some of the descriptive techniques explored in 
questions 1, 2 and 3 above.  

Support: 

• Describe the alien in detail, as it emerges. 
• Describe how the alien looks, moves, sounds and smells.  
• Use comparisons and images to suggest aspects of your alien’s 

character. 
• Show the reactions of the people watching. 

 

 

Plenary  

 

A Martian Send a Postcard Home Craig Raine read the poem and make 

 Use of traffic light cards to 
check understanding 

 Targeted questioning or 
random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

Resources 
Lesson 6 PPT 

Extract from War of the Worlds 

Postcard Templates 

A Martian Send a Postcard Home 
Poem 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Planning and preparation at 
teacher’s discretion based on 
texts adapted or substituted. 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  
When you have read the poem. 
Imagine you’re on Mars. Write a 
postcard home in which you 
describe at least 6 things you 
come across (more if you can).  

Use the postcard template.  

 

SMSC:  

How do the events mirror the 
behaviour of humans towards 
one another?  

Misconceptions: 
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notes about what the things are the alien is trying to describe. 

 

Homework task: 

When you have read the poem. Imagine you’re on Mars. Write a postcard 
home in which you describe at least 6 things you come across (more if 
you can).  

Use the postcard template.  

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 7 

 

The End of the World? 

 

Many science-fiction stories 
explore how our world might 
change in a drastic way, for 
example because of 
environmental changes or 
destruction by powerful weapons. 
These stories focus on how people 
might cope with such devastating 
changes.  

 

 

Learning Objectives  

Bell task  

• How many disasters are mentioned in the song? 
• What language features can you find as you listen to the song? 

Click on the picture to take you to the Youtube REM video 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIdPPVkkHYs 

 

 

Learning toolbox  

Extract from the opening of Exodus by Julie Bertagna 

WING 

Midwinter 2099 

Earth spins. And Wing, the high island, is hurled into the sunless shadow 
of night. 

It’s just a minute past three. 

The people of Wing are gathering in what’s left of their village. Downhill, 

 
 Use of traffic light cards to 

check understanding 
 Targeted questioning or 

random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 
 

Lesson 7 PPT 

REM End of the World Lyrics 

Extracts from Exodus and Mortal 
Engines 

REM song and I AM Legend clips 
linked. 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Planning and preparation at 
teacher’s discretion based on 
texts adapted or substituted. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIdPPVkkHYs
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 Gathering - Explore the 
features of a good story 
opening and use them 
effectively 

 Processing - Analyse 
how the story openings of 
Exodus and Mortal 
Engines grip the reader 

 Applying - Write a story 
opening, using the 
techniques to intrigue and 
hook the reader 

 

 

the salty, sea-lashed streets run straight into churning, cold-boiled ocean. 
The oldest islanders can remember a time when Wing’s folding hills 
sheered away to sandstone cliffs that plunged on to a wide and rocky 
shore. The clifftops were still visible at ebb tide last summer, haunting the 
waves with their dark shadows.  

Now it’s all ocean. 

 

1. Which words suggest that something negative has happened? 
2. Identify three short sentences, for example, ‘Now it’s all ocean’, 

and explain how they are used and the effect the sentences 
have. 

3. What dangers and problems do the people have to face? 

 

 

‘Think about what you can do dramatically, at the beginning, to make sure 
that the person that is reading this thinks “Wow, this is interesting”.’ 

 

Extract from the opening of Mortal Engines by Philip Reeve 

It was a dark, blustery afternoon in spring, and the city of London was 
chasing a small mining town across the dried-out bed of the North Sea. 

In happier times, London would never have bothered with such feeble 
prey. The great Traction City had once spent its days hunting far bigger 
towns than this, ranging north as far as the edges of the Ice Waste and 
south to the shores of the Mediterranean. But lately prey of any kind had 
started to grow scarce, and some of the larger cities had begun to look 
hungrily at London. 

 

1. What surprises you about the description of London in the first 
line? 

2. How do you think London is able to run across the dry sea bed? 
What would need to be different about London? 

3. What images and animals do you think of when you read the 
word ‘prey’? How can a city be like a predator or prey? 

 

Write the opening paragraphs of a new science-fiction story. Imagine 
there has been (or about to be) a disaster. Include: 

• A description of a place and people 
• Surprising images and comparisons 

 

 
Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  
 Would you agree that what Fenn 
says is true about Aurora? Give 
reasons for your thoughts.  

 

SMSC:  

Are we destroying the 
environment through 
ignorance? 

Misconceptions:  
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• Hints and clues that something has happened or is 
about to happen 

• Ideas that will make the reader ask questions about 
what is happening 

• An ordinary place described as if it is extraordinary 

Imagine the place where you live. What would be different after a 
disaster? Describe how the streets, houses and people are different.  

 

Click on the I AM Legend picture to see the Youtube clip 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEDYzJazfw0 the desolate NYC 

 

Stretch:  

• Make sure you use different sentence types and punctuation for 
effect.  

• Make the place extraordinary.  
• Reread and even rewrite your opening to make it even better. 
• How confident do you feel in using the features effectively in 

your own writing? 

 

 
 

Plenary  

Stretch: Could be Homework 

Read the extract from Aurora by Julie Bertagna.  

Look at what Jaine Fenn says.  

Would you agree that what Fenn says is true about Aurora? Give reasons 
for your thoughts.  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEDYzJazfw0
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Lesson 8 

Superheroes. 

 

Superheroes often play a key role 
in science-fiction stories. Some of 
the first, such as Superman, 
Batman and Green Lantern, were 
created for comics, although they 
are now also in films, books and 
games. But how do we know the 
real meaning behind the images 
and what they are saying? 

You need to work like a detective 
when reading, watching and 
listening. You are looking for 
subtle or hidden meaning and 
clues. 

Inference: involves working out, 

or deducing, the real meaning 
behind the words and images by 
using clues from the text, speech 
or pictures.  

 

Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering - Explore how 
the reader uses inference 
and deduction when 
reading comic strips 

 Processing - Use 
inference and deduction 

 Applying - Compose a 
dialogue that has more 
than one layer of 
meaning 

  

Bell task  

Taking any superhero you’re familiar with, or those above, explain how 
what they appear like on the surface might differ from who they really are. 

 

 

Learning toolbox 

When you hear someone speak you should look out for what they really 
mean. What is really being said here: 

‘What time will you be back?’ Mum shouted just before I left. 

‘I don’t know!’ I called, while hurriedly stuffing the time-extrapolator into 
my already bulging rucksack. 

 

I don’t want to come back early or end up arguing about what time I’m 
going to be back. Also, I REALLY want to tell you that I am fed up.  

 

I want to know you are safe and that you are not out late at night. 

 

Can you come up with your own example? Think about something 
someone has said to you recently.  

Stretch: 

Use these other words for ‘inference’: 

Deduction; Conclusion; Assumption; Supposition; Conjecture; Illation; 
Presumption; Reasoning. 

 

The Incredibles’ super powers reflects their everyday personalities. Using 
the handout, read the information and infer what they are like ordinary 
people.  

Click on Mr Incredible to view the official trailer.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5qOzqD9Rms 

 

Using your skills of inference. Look at the comic strip below. Fix it into 
your exercise books and add speech bubbles for each character that tells 
a story that makes sense. What do the actions and expressions of each 
character suggest to you? 

 Use of traffic light cards to 
check understanding 

 Targeted questioning or 
random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

Resources 
Lesson 8 PPT 

Incredibles Inference Task 

Incredibles Comic Strip Task 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Planning and preparation at 
teacher’s discretion based on 
texts adapted or substituted. 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

Inference task set by teacher. 

SMSC:  

How do superhero powers 
inform how we should behave 
or could behave in certain 
situations? 

Misconceptions: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i5qOzqD9Rms
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Stretch: Using exclamation marks, !  

Exclamation marks should be used to show, shock, surprise, horror.  

Not how loud someone is speaking! Add one or two in to your comic strip.  

 
 

Plenary  

Draw a caricature of yourself and write down your own superhero skills – 
why are these skills important to you? 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 9 
New Worlds. 

Travel is a theme in many science-
fiction stories. It can be time travel, 
space travel or even virtual travel. 
The film Avatar follows the story of 
human invasion of another planet 
to exploit its resources. Most of the 
action takes place on the beautiful 
lush planet of Pandora, which is 
rich in resources and whose 
inhabitants live in harmony with 
their environment.  

 

Learning Objectives  

 

 Gathering - Recognise 
the impact of settings  

Bell task  

You may want to print out colour copies of Pandora. 

To begin: using the five senses, what can you see, hear, feel, smell and 
touch in Pandora? 

Stretch: Watch the video clip by clicking on the picture. Consider how 
events in the film, such as taking over someone else’s land, reflect real 
historical or social issues. 

 

 

Learning toolbox  

Shakespeare’s play The Tempest is sometimes described as science 
fiction and has inspired other science-fiction stories and films. Although it 
was written around 400 years ago, it includes characters with 
superhuman powers and people travelling to unknown, isolated places 
and taking command over native inhabitants. 

The Tempest opens dramatically in the middle of a raging storm. Miranda, 

daughter of the magician Prospero, pleads with her father to quell the 

 Use of traffic light cards to 
check understanding 

 Targeted questioning or 
random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 
Lesson 9 PPT 

Colour copies of Pandora (PPT 
slide 1) 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Planning and preparation at 
teacher’s discretion based on 
texts adapted or substituted. 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
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 Consider the impact of 
Processing - setting in 
Avatar and The Tempest 

 Applying - Plan a 
possible setting for a new 
science-fiction story 

terrible storm.  

 

1. Write down the clues that there is a storm. 
2. What is Shakespeare comparing the sea to in ‘Wild waters in this 

roar’? What does it make you think about the storm? 
3. Why do you think Shakespeare chose a storm for the opening of 

The Tempest? What is the effect of this setting? 

 

In your assessment task, you will be writing the opening of a science-
fiction story. To help prepare for that, start to think about the possible 
setting for your story. 

Use the questions opposite to plan your ideas. 

Who or what is in control? 

What will make your setting seem important and dramatic? 

What hints are there that things could get better or worse? 

What is different in this place and time? 

What is the weather like? 

Are there any signs of other life? 

What dangers are in this place? 

How is your setting important to your story? 

 
 

Plenary  

 

Check, continue planning using the above prompts. Homework: Find 10 
sumptuous adjectives to include in your writing assessment. Use your 
journal and words collated. 

 

 responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

Preparation and planning for 
your written assessment. 

SMSC:  

Are there other life forms 
beyond our world? 

Misconceptions:  
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Lesson 10 
Assessment 
 
1. Gathering - plan 

 

2. Processing - draft 

 

3. Applying – write, 
edit and proofread 
your assessment 
piece. 

  

Bell task  

Get your notes and ideas together. 

 

Learning toolbox 

As part of a writing competition, you have been asked to write the opening 
of a science-fiction story based on one of the following: 

• Alien creatures 
• Robots 
• Space or time travel 
• Your own idea. 

The winner will be asked to write a full story, which will be promoted by a 
new science-fiction publisher. 

The judges will be looking for skill in: 

• Using features of science fiction to create an engaging opening 
for the reader 

• Using a range of sentence structures and vocabulary to create 
interest 

• Writing in accurate paragraphs and sentences with correct 
punctuation and spelling.  

In particular, they will want to see: 

• A consistent use of narrative voice 
• Powerful description 
• Creation of atmosphere and tension. 

Before you write… 

Planning: use the knowledge and skills you have learned throughout this 

unit. 

Think about how you are going to plan your opening, including: 

• What makes a good story opening 
• The atmosphere you want to create 
• How you are going to hook your reader and keep their interest. 

Also think about structure, organising your ideas into paragraphs and 
choosing an effective opening sentence. 

As you write… 

 

 Use of traffic light cards to 
check understanding 

 Targeted questioning or 
random using popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop sticks etc. 

 Self/Peer assessment 
 MWB responses 
 Question wall 
 Quiz 
 Journal evaluation 

 

 

Resources 
Lesson 10 to made into a 
handout. 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

Planning, drafting, writing and 
editing using notes and skills 
acquired throughout the unit of 
work. 

Marking Opportunity:  

Bronze/Silver/Gold questions 
and blurbs tasks. Teacher red 
pen checking, student self and 
peer marking, student 
responses linked to Three 
Peaks skills. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 
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Plenary  

 

Reviewing and editing: Check that you are following your plan, keeping 

your aims in mind and re-reading what you have written to make sure it 
makes sense and is creating the effect you want to achieve. 

When you have finished writing… 

Proofreading: Check that what you have written is clear and accurate, 

with correct punctuation and spelling. Particularly, check for errors that 
you know you tend to make in writing.  

 

 


