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Subject: Art Year 7  

Scheme of Work: Formal Elements 

Term: Autumn/Spring/Summer 

Topic / Unit(s) Formal Elements 

Overview / Context Students will be introduced to the formal elements in Art and complete a range of tasks within them. The aim is to complete a final piece 
which incorporates everything they have learnt throughout the term at the end. 

Assessment/ 

Success criteria 

Success Criteria: baseline assessment 

BRONZE 
You have attempted all of the tasks. You identify 3 shades. You draw a circle with minimal accuracy. Colour wheel is attempted. 
SILVER 
You show basic skill in some of the task areas. You identify 4 shades. You draw a circle and shade with some accuracy. Colour 
wheel is mostly correct. 

GOLD 
You complete all tasks with developing skill and confidence. You identify at least 5 tones. You apply these tones to your circle 
drawing. Colour wheel is correctly completed. 

 

Success Criteria: Feather  
BRONZE 
You have shown an understanding of the value scale and it goes from dark to light. You have shown an understanding of the 
pattern and use bold, simple designs. 
SILVER 
Your page has good composition and you have successfully applied the use of tone. You have applied a range of patterns, using 
some fine detail and a basic range of tones. 
GOLD 
You have applied the principles of shading to draw a feather which uses many tones. You have applied the principles of pattern to 
draw a zentagle pattern using a wide range of tones. 

 

Success Criteria: Colour research page 
BRONZE 
You show an understanding of primary and secondary colours. Layout of page includes all relevant information. 
Colour wheel shows: 
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• Correct consistency of paint 
• Careful colour mixing showing correct order of colours 

SILVER 
You show an understanding of what tertiary colours are. Correct example of harmonious colours. Layout of page shows some 
creativity. 
Colour wheel shows: 

• Accurate colour mixing and a range of harmonious colours 
GOLD 
You show an understanding of harmonious and contrasting colours. Page presentation shows independence, skill and a high level 
of creativity. 
Colour wheel shows: 

• You understand how contrasting colours are used to add depth to your colour ie make it darker. 
• You colour wheel shows a sophisticated application of paint ie accurate and neat. 

 

 

Curriculum 
Opportunities 

 Extended writing within Artist research and SPaG will be assessed within PAIR marking. 

 

SMSC Spiritual                                         Moral                                         Social                                                        Cultural 

Assessment 
Opportunities  

PAIR Marking to be completed: 

See attached success cirteria. 

Assessment Cycle: 

1       2      3 

Key Vocabulary Colour, Pattern, Shape, Tone, Line, Texture, Form. 

 

Wider Reading   
 

Teacher Notes PowerPoint can be found in staffshared>creativearts2018>art>year 7>Formal elements 

 

 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 1  Bell task  1. Targeted Resources: 



 
Art @ SAA                                                                                                                                                                                 

INTRODUCING THE FORMAL 
ELEMENTS.  

 
1. Gathering. 

Name the formal elements in 
Art. 

2. Processing 

Explain the importance of the 
formal elements in Art. 

3. Applying 

Apply the formal elements to 
your baseline assessment. 

 

Complete the circle diagram “what do you think art is made from?’ 

-Prompt then to think about outcomes, materials, emotions 
etc.  

Learning toolbox  

Caps: Ideas, benefits, and facts 
Maps: circle map 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy, applying past 
knowledge to new situations and creating, imagining and 
innovating. 

Tasks to complete this lesson: circle diagram,  

Plenary  

On your MWB: 

Write down as many formal elements as you can remember.  

 

questioning. 
2. MWB responses  
3. Quiz 
4. Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

PowerPoint. Printouts of baseline 
test and circle diagram. Sketchbooks, 
stickers. 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key words: the formal elements (see 
PowerPoint). 

Marking Opportunity:  

Maintenance marking 

Recall/Homework: Recall of formal 
elements for next lesson. 

Misconceptions: Check students 
understand that they are to directly 
copy the images provided. Also 
ensure they put their name on the 
sheet. 

 

Lesson 2 

INTRODUCING THE FORMAL 
ELEMENTS.  

 
1. Gathering. 

Name the formal elements in 
Art. 

2. Processing 

Explain the importance of the 
formal elements in Art. 

3. Applying 

Apply the formal elements to 
your baseline assessment. 

 

Bell task  

Complete human continuum – ‘I can name the formal elements’ 

- Use targeted questioning to check understanding. 
 

Learning toolbox  

Caps: Ideas and facts 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy, applying past 
knowledge to new situations and creating, imagining and 
innovating. 
 

Tasks to complete this lesson: circle diagram,  

Plenary  

Stick baseline assessment into your book. 

On your piece of tracing paper complete a self-assessment using 
the subtitles;  

What went well? (WWW) 

Even Better If: (EBI) 

1. Human continuum 
2. Targeted 

questioning. 
3. Self/Peer 

assessment 
4. Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: 

PowerPoint. Printouts of baseline 
test, sketchbooks, stickers for any 
absent children. 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

Key words: the formal elements (see 
PowerPoint). 

Marking Opportunity: PAIR marking 
of baseline assessment. 

Misconceptions: Check students 
understand that they are to directly 
copy the images provided. Also 
ensure they put their name on the 
sheet. 
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The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 3 

THE VALUE SCALE 

 
1. Gathering. 

Name the formal elements in 
Art. 

2. Processing 

Understand what a value scale 
is and how to create a range of 
tones. 

3. Applying 

To construct a value scale and 
apply this to a tonal drawing of 
a feather. 

Bell task  

DIRT time – read the feedback given and in green pen below write 
the main formal elements you need to improve in and why. 

 

Learning toolbox  

Caps: Ideas, emotions, benefits, problems, planning and facts. 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy, applying past 
knowledge to new situations and creating, imagining and 
innovating. 
 
 

Plenary  

On your tracing paper complete the following sentence: 

A value scale uses the………. Formal elements. I think my value 
scale is…… because……. 

 

1. DIRT time 
2. Targeted 

questioning or 
random using 
popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop 
sticks etc. 

3. Self/Peer 
assessment 

4. Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources: Teacher exemplar 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities: Value scale, tonal 
variation. 

 

Marking Opportunity: Maintenance 
marking of plenary. 

SMSC:  

Misconceptions: Value scale uses 
shading and tone. 
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Lesson 4 

ZENTANGLES 

 
1. Gathering. 

Name the formal elements 
used in a Zentangle. 

2. Processing 

Understand what a 
ZENTANGLE is and how to 
create a range of patterns. 

3. Applying 

To construct a zentangle 
design and apply this to your 
feather.  

Bell task  

On your MWB: 

What do you think a zentangle is? (image of feather shown in 
previous lesson).  

 

Learning toolbox 

Caps: Ideas, emotions, benefits, problems, planning and facts. 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy, applying past 
knowledge to new situations and creating, imagining and 
innovating. 

 

Plenary  

On your tracing paper complete the following sentence: 

A zentangle uses the………. Formal elements. I think my 
zentangle is…… because……. 

 
1. Targeted 

questioning or 
random using 
popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop 
sticks etc. 

2. Self/Peer 
assessment 

3. MWB responses 
4. Journal evaluation 

 

 

Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: The formal 
elements used for a zentangle are 
pattern, line and tone. 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 5 

ZENTANGLES 

1. Gathering. 

Name the formal element 
used in a Zentangle. 

2. Processing 

Understand what a 
ZENTANGLE is and how to 
create a range of patterns. 

3. Applying 

To construct a zentangle 
design and apply this to your 
feather. 

Bell task  

Using your red, amber or green pages from your journal, self-
assess your progress so far. 

 

Learning toolbox  

Caps: Ideas, emotions, benefits, problems, planning and facts. 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy, applying past 
knowledge to new situations and creating, imagining and 
innovating. 

 

Plenary  

Next week you will be expected to complete your feather as part of 
an assessment.  

On your post it note:  

With your partner write yourself a list of tasks you must complete 
to achieve a high level. (use the success criteria provided to help 
you). 

 

1. Use of traffic light 
cards to check 
understanding 

2. Targeted 
questioning or 
random using 
popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop 
sticks etc. 

3. Self/Peer 
assessment 

4. Journal evaluation 

 

 

 

 

Resources: post it notes. 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  
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Lesson 6 

ASSESSING: SHADING AND 
PATTERN 

1. Gathering. 

Name the formal elements 
used in a Zentangle and 
value scale.. 

2. Processing 

Understand what a 
ZENTANGLE and value scale 
is. 

3. Applying 

To construct a creative and 
detailed feather as part of 
your assessment. 

Bell task  

Read through your post it note from last lesson. Are you clear 
what you need to do this lesson? Thumbs up/ down.  

 

Learning toolbox 

Caps: Ideas, emotions, benefits, problems, planning and facts. 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy, applying past 
knowledge to new situations and creating, imagining and 
innovating. 
 
 

Plenary  

On your piece of tracing paper complete a self-assessment using 
the subtitles;  

What went well? (WWW) 

Even Better If: (EBI) 

 

 

1. Targeted questioning 
or random using 
popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop 
sticks etc. 

2. Self/Peer assessment 
3. Thumbs up/down 
4. Journal evaluation 

 

Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities 

 

Marking Opportunity: PAIR 
marking of feather 

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 7 

DIRT TIME 

 
1. Gathering. 

Name the formal elements 
used in a Zentangle and 
value scale.. 

2. Processing 

Understand what a 
ZENTANGLE and value scale 
is. 

3. Applying 

Bell task  

Read the feedback given to you and on your MWB write down the 
tasks you must complete this lesson to improve. 

 

Learning toolbox  

Caps: Ideas, emotions, benefits, problems, planning and facts. 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy, applying past 
knowledge to new situations and creating, imagining and 
innovating. 
 
 

Plenary  

Peer assess your partners PAIR response is completed and give 
them a comment if an improvement is needed.  

 

1. Targeted questioning 
or random using 
popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop 
sticks etc. 

2. Self/Peer assessment 
3. MWB responses 
4. Journal evaluation 
 

 

 

 

 

Resources: PPT, assessment 
books with PAIR. 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities: Directed 
Improvement Reflection Time. 

Marking Opportunity: Check PAIR 
responses have been completed. 

 

Recall/Homework:  

  

SMSC:  
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To construct a creative and 
detailed feather as part of 
your assessment. 

(first time doing this so will need to be guided)  

 

 

 

Misconceptions:  

 

Lesson 8 

COLOUR THEORY 
INTRODUCTION 

 
1. Gathering. 

Describe the importance of 
colour. 

2. Processing 

Distinguish primary, 
secondary and tertiary 
colours 

3. Applying 

 Apply this information to 
your own colour wheel. 

 

Bell task  

Look at the chart: 

Say the colour not the word. 

 

Learning toolbox 

Caps: Emotions and facts. 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy and creating, 
imagining and innovating. 

 

Plenary  

On your MWB: 

Write down two things you have learnt today. 

 

1. Targeted questioning 
or random using 
popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop 
sticks etc. 

2. Self/Peer assessment 
3. MWB responses 
4. Journal evaluation 

 

Resources: colour wheel 
templates. 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities: Colour, Primary, 
Secondary. Tertiary. 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 

The Three Peaks 

Objectives 

Teaching and Learning Activities Assessment Notes 

Lesson 9 

COLOUR WHEEL  

1. Gathering. 

Describe the importance of 
colour. 

2. Processing 

Distinguish primary, 
secondary and tertiary 
colours 

3. Applying 

Bell task  

Which of these colours are warm and which are cold? Stick post it 
note to board with answers on. 

 

Learning toolbox  

Caps: emotions, benefits, problems and facts. 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy, applying past 
knowledge to new situations and creating, imagining and 
innovating. 

 

Plenary  

On your piece of tracing paper complete a self-assessment using 

 

1. Targeted questioning 
or random using 
popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop 
sticks etc. 

2. Self/Peer assessment 
3. MWB responses 
4. Question wall 
5. Journal evaluation 

 

Resources: 

 

Key Vocabulary/Literacy 
opportunities: Consistency, 
Harmonious colours 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  
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 Apply this information to 
your own colour wheel. 

 

the subtitles;  

What went well? (WWW) 

Even Better If: (EBI) 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions:  

Lesson 10 

COLOUR THEORY PAGE 

 
1. Gathering. 

Name the primary, 
secondary and harmonious 
colours 

2. Processing 

Describe the difference 
between primary, secondary 
and tertiary colours 

3. Applying 

  Imagine and create an 
effective colour theory 
research page. 

Bell task  

ON YOUR MINI WHITEBOARDS: 

• What are the 3 primary colours? 

• What are the 3 secondary colours? 

 

Learning toolbox 

Caps: Ideas, planning and facts. 
Habits of mind: Persisting, striving for accuracy, applying past 
knowledge to new situations and creating, imagining and 
innovating. 
 
 

Plenary  

What are 3 colours which are harmonious? 

– Write them on your mini whiteboards. 

 

 

 

1. Targeted questioning 
or random using 
popcorn, name 
generator, lollipop 
sticks etc. 

2. MWB responses 
3. Question wall 
4. Quiz 
5. Journal evaluation 

 

Resources 

 

Key Vocabulary/literacy 
opportunities: Consistency, 
harmonious colours 

 

Marking Opportunity:  

 

Recall/Homework:  

 

SMSC:  

 

Misconceptions: 


